
 

 

 



 



 

On why the team didn’t make a trade and on how close the team was to making a trade:  
“Well, first you're right, [General Manafer] Adam [Peters] and his staff, they're really thorough and they go 
through it. And that's part of the process that you go through all these different times of year when trades, 
when draft time, free agency. And one of the things I admire about him is the thoroughness and making 
really good, tough decisions. And so, when you go through a whole process lots of factors would go into 
things to say, is it the right deal? Is it the right fit? Both sides, and so when it comes together, he knows 
exactly how he wants to handle it and where to go. So, he was in great communication with me. This time 
of year everybody calls and talks, but he's really thorough in making sure that we make the best 
decisions.” 
 
On remaining effective with the rushing attack against loaded boxes: 
“Yeah, well I think you're saying is shots at bat. And so sometimes the play-pass that can come off the 
run game can be where you have to make your mark to go. So, there can be sometimes where a one-yard 
run or a two-yard warrant run. That's what the stats would show but the byproduct of that is this 
linebacker, the safety going downhill, can you get a play-pass in behind them? And so, I think that's the 



balance of playing first and second down football. And we need to be more effective at both. The more 
effective you run, play action should be a little bit more effective, but you have to take the shots at the 
run game to do that. And that's one of the areas that is really important to us. We got good o-line, running 
backs to get rolling. I wouldn't say it's more important now, it's always a big part of playing good offense 
when you can have balance. So, we look forward to improving in that area – I should say instead of more 
or less.” 
 
On the balance of this week against Detroit versus big picture:  
“Well, I think always you want to, you may or may not have heard this term but win now but develop for 
tomorrow. And I think you can have both buckets if you're organized and thoughtful in how you're 
developing players. We know some first- and second-year guys, there's going to be more bumps in the 
road than just a veteran who's played lots and lots and lots. That's to be expected, but you can do both. 
And that's our approach here to make sure, I love the first- and second-year guys, some of the 
developments that they're making. It goes sometimes this and then this and, man, it'd be awesome if it 
just kept going up, but that's not how development works. I think the balance of both is important, but I 
think you can have two buckets, and I think you can do both simultaneously. Some shift based on an 
opponent, where you're at but I think you can do both.”  
 
On the mentality of the team:  
“Well, I think you want to, first, that's a fighting mindset to find a way to dig for it. And the nice part about 
our team, the culture and environment is there to push one another to get better. And when you don't hit 
the marks, the frustration of why and where, and there can be over trying or step out, why am I not doing 
that to go make a play. And so, I think what it calls on with your back against the wall is real discipline, 
man. You don't have to do anybody else's gig, just yours, hard, tough, but don't get out of the discipline of 
what's required for you. And that's what's needed for us and our team at this time.”
 
On the rushing attack and on if players are trying to make big plays as opposed to taking what is 
given:  
“I think there could be signs of both. There was a run in the game where it was a smaller distance to go, 
maybe a second-and-one or that, where hey man, get the first as opposed to I can get the big one over 
here though. No man, get the first. And so, that's an example of real competitiveness, misguided, the dog 
ass competing is everything we love and want to be about, but I just got to stay in the discipline to get this 
moment, this yard, this conversion and then you go play again. Some of it can come into penalties too, to 
say you grabbed, you shouldn't have. In the run game, you certainly don't want any penalties on offense 
in the run game. If there is and somebody's hitting the quarterback and you grab him, that's where those 
should come. But those are things that knock you out when you can get a penalty that could have been 
avoided because all of a sudden you may go from a second-and-short or a second down, now you're at 
second-and-25 and you stall and that kind of bleeds into starting fast. Ready to go, second-and-25, next 
drive another penalty to go and all of a sudden, you're spinning, spinning and you want to get going. I 
think the discipline, and it's not like they're not undisciplined, don't over try, right? It's not a knowing 
assignments or bullshitting, it's man, this is just hit this part and get it right. Hit the target, get to the 
space. You don't have to do the extra and the extra. And as a competitor sometimes that can be hard. ‘I 
know I can make that play right over there.’ That's not the one right now. This is what's needed. So, it's not 
chaos or that it's truly the discipline to just stay in that space, into that moment down after down after 
down. And if somebody beats you on a good play, that’s the NFL football, you can live with that but don't 
beat ourselves. And too often when you do that, man, that's a hard hole to climb out of and when the 
margins are smaller. So, you want to make sure, man, stay in that space, stay with the discipline and if 
you can do that then you give yourself a much better shot at playing.” 
 
 



On the defensive backs and on if CB Jonathan Jones will play more now that CB Marshon Lattimore 
is on IR:  
“Yeah, you're on it. The candidates of [CB] Jonathan [Jones], obviously he's going to play more and [CB] 
Noah [Igbinoghene], he's got the experience inside at nickel as well. So, having Jonathan here and Mike 
with both inside and outside flex, that's a big deal because now you're not just – he can only play this 
spot. Think of it like the offensive lineman that can only play center and can't play guard. So, the fact that 
those two guys play both, that's a big deal for us and Noah as well. So, when you're outside, that's a 
tough job and sometimes that's like [CB] Marshon [Lattimore] and [CB] Trey [Amos] mostly play on the 
outside, but when you have flexibility with both, it allows defensively you to – maybe there's a matchup 
you like, you can even switch in a drive if you'd like. And so, that can help too, but you're on the right track 
it'll take a few guys to work through how we'll go moving forward from here.” 


