
 

“I know we talked a little bit yesterday postgame, but you heard me also talk about complementary 
football, all phases being an extension of one another and it's one thing to talk about it, but I absolutely 
felt it live. The returns to field position that led to a touchdown. I saw it with a turnover in the first quarter 
of defensive getting a stop. I saw it with a two-minute drive at the end of the half to try to get some points 
at the end. So, kind of the fun part about all of that is you don't know who's the one that's going to pop off 
and do the thing. So yesterday that might have been [RB] Jeremy McNichols in the second quarter to get 
the long touchdown run. Other players I felt like [TE] Ben [Sinnott] in the run game, [DT Daron] Payne and 
[DT Javon] Kinlaw at defensive tackle [WR] Deebo [Samuel Sr.] and [WR] Jaylin Lane on the return side. So 
it was just different people in different spaces, and I thought that was one of the real key factors in the 
game. Injury wise – safety Will Harris unfortunately broke his fibula, and he'll be put onto IR. He has been 
an absolutely fantastic addition for us, and we hope at some point that we'll get him back, but he'll go on 
IR. We're also, the team is also going to sign safety Darnell Savage as well. So, on the plus side from the 
injury side, [CB] Marshon Lattimore has cleared from the concussion [evaluation] protocol, and I'm sure 
there's a lot of questions regarding injuries and updates that on Wednesday I'll be better qualified to fill 
you in on where we're at in the assessments from there. But I am more than pumped to talk about the 
game and what's ahead.” 
 
On the biggest effect of losing Harris and on what the team is getting with Savage: 
“What we’re losing most, I thought really in the coverage game, man, have, I felt that. Like the matchups 
you've seen of him and [TE] Zach [Ertz] and I, in fact, I talked about that in the team meeting today. So, I 
feel the speed and the coverage ability from Will, that's one thing. This is a position that we've got some 
really talented guys with [S Tyler] Owens and [S Jeremy] Reaves and [S Percy] Butler have had a go and so 
adding Savage into that group, we'll see as we move forward. We're very excited to have him here. But as 
far as the roles and that, I think we're still, we'll work through that to go. It's a deep position for us, but 
Will has a very unique skillset. His background at corner certainly helps, but yeah, he's been an excellent 
addition for us. And like I said, I don't know when that would be. I don't have all that kind of information in 
terms of returns and such, but it's a big deal for us.”  
 
On the plan for QB Jayden Daniels this week: 
“We're still listing him as day to day, and then as we get into Wednesday, I'll be more qualified to hit on 
what types of practice and what we can hit on to go. So, he went through some things today, some more 
tomorrow and that'll lead us up into Wednesday. But when we get together prior to practice, I'll have a 
better idea for the plan. We've not nailed that down for the week as of yet.” 
 
On what made the offense efficient against the Las Vegas Raiders: 
“I thought that really first thing, first that the run game, I thought it was something that we stayed 
committed to. I thought the backs really hit it and were aggressive all in their own way which is in itself is 
a like a fun conversation to have where Jeremy's a little bit different than [RB] Chris [Rodriguez Jr.] and 
[RB Jacory] Bill's [Croskey-Merritt] different from both of them as well. But having the whole complement 
of it, and then that to me was the big piece of it. We did different personnel groups, different ways to go 



about it, and I thought that was the thing that stood out to me. I certainly felt they pressured some, the 
blitz pickup was good. There was one certainly by Bill early against who I thought or who I think is an 
excellent blitzer. So, I thought having the variety and like the run game takes time. So, the fact that two of 
the three times it went well we're not all the way where we're going to be at it, but I'm very encouraged 
about what it can be.” 
 
On G Chris Paul and G Andrew Wylie’s performances: 
“I knew that would come up to go. I was pleased with Chris inside, the strength of him and that we knew 
that going into camp and where it was and all four of the guards like we're just still kind of in the early 
days with Chris and Andrew and [G] Nick [Allegretti] and [G] Brandon [Coleman] to go. And so, it may take 
a little bit of time to sort itself out to go, but to see Chris, he deserved that chance to go battle for it. I 
thought he had an excellent camp, and he was ready to go fight and not going to say throw his hat in the 
ring like that cliche, but like, he was really ready to go prove himself and execute and do that at a high 
level. I'd been impressed with the Raiders, especially at linebacker, I thought they were square, they were 
strong, they could play it, and they had established they'd played the well against the run in the first two 
games. So we knew that would be a challenge, but I thought he answered the bill.” 
 
On why he feels comfortable rotating Paul and Wylie: 
“I don’t know if it'd be comfortable or that way to go. I mean, honestly having the same group together 
and calls and working together, I think sometimes you just have to make sure, like the competition's the 
central part of it to make sure that's how we're going to get down and do things. And if you don't live that, 
then I think it's just a sign on the wall that you don't. And so, we wanted to make sure, hey, if this takes 
some time to work itself out, we're committed to doing that. All of the guys, not just  O-line, but all the 
players. There's some things we work on. We have a program called EPP, and it's our pre-practice, post 
practice, the skill work. And we take that really seriously and at that position to keep working the skills to 
get better and better as we're going. That's a big deal. But I think it does show to the depth of the position 
that we're willing to dig in and keep battling for it. [G] Sam Cosmi’s not far away in his space of where he's 
going, he's digging hard too. So, once we get that going, like, we'll see where it all plays out, but we're 
committed to continuing to just find the edge, man.” 
 
On T Josh Conerly Jr.’s game performance: 
“I thought it was a good day. Of the three games, I thought it was his best one. I thought this one and the 
[New York] Giants one were the two best to go through it. You see the movements also, the guy can pull, 
he can get on like sometimes you could just say just in one phase, but he's had a hell of a matchup for his 
first three games to go into it. And sometimes you go, and you learn through the fights and where do you 
grow? And I would say like, it's cool to see the game that didn't go well a week ago and then grow from it, 
get the lessons. How do I get better against a fantastic player. Did it all go great? No, but there was a lot 
to like, and that's what you're looking for as a coach, are you, are we learning? Are you growing or are you 
stuck in the blender? And so, for him, the growth at times is tough and it sucks when you go through it. 
But there's also, when you come through the other way saying you gain some confidence to say, okay, 
this is some of the highest levels that you go to and you grow and you keep digging in.” 
 
On Sinnott and on TE Colson Yankoff replacing TE John Bates: 
“I'm glad you brought that up because I think that's an important part of this. I thought [Offensive 
Coordinator] Kliff [Kingsbury] and the guys did a good job in the design of that phase where [TE] John 
[Bates] matchups are different, Bates in terms of who he goes to, where he goes to, whether it's big 
defensive ends or not, where Ben we're going to use the speed off the ball to try to beat somebody to the 
punch. It was the most he's played and also the best he's played. And so, I thought that was a good sign 
to see both of those in conjunction to others. You don't know exactly how a game is going to play out. You 
have what you're going to call where it is, you may lean into one when it's going stronger than another. 



And that was the case yesterday where you don't, you're trying to have balance but when the run game's 
going, you keep digging in to fight for it more. And it was just good to see him really cut it loose. That's 
what I was most proud of him yesterday. Just aggressive, beating somebody to the punch, getting to the 
next level. Different than John. You're right.” 
 
On what is clicking in terms of punt returns and coverage teams: 
“We really value it and we have, I guess it started as we think of it as a very big part of our play style and 
identity. The way we cover, the way we hit, the way we run, and we've got some experienced players 
there, you know, primarily like Reaves and [LB] Nick Bellore, and now you see them develop the others of 
the [LB Jordan] Magee and Owens that go through it. So adding Jaylin in the offseason through the draft, 
that was a big deal and you saw the demonstrated punt return ability from [Virginia] Tech and in fact back 
from Middle Tennessee as well, but he's also grown on the receiving side. That was a big deal on the kick 
return side, we thought this would be something Deebo would be really strong at. [WR] Luke [McCaffrey] 
as well. There are aggressive runners to go hit it, but it is the front line. It's getting single blocks. Those are 
the ones that are challenged. We work those techniques hard against one another and we're still growing 
into it as well. And we think as the season's going what's changing? How do you see things different? 
You're seeing more footballs hit the ground to try so you can take off when the ball hits the ground. So 
those are all parts of things that we're growing and learning on. I think the kickers are also doing a good 
job of that. So, like, man, there's so much more to grow and learn in the kick return side of things, so 
we're just going to keep digging in as hard as we can.” 
 
On Reaves moving from special teams to becoming a defensive contributor and on Owens doing the 
same: 
“You have to, and [Owens] got some reps yesterday. It's good that you brought that up because he and 
Percy and Jeremy all have unique roles on both special teams and on defense. And so, whose role goes 
up a little higher who may have to go down a little bit? Not all of the return parts are exactly the same. 
Like the punt is the one that takes the most gas early, especially when you're outside, you could be in a 
vice and just absolutely battling for it. But we'll work through that this week to see who may get a little 
more playing time on defense. But Jeremy, you're exactly right, man. He’s not only is he one of the heavy 
hitters on special teams, but he is also establishing that on the defensive side as well. No doubt about 
it.” 
 
On how he’s feeling after taking a hit in the game: 
“[Laughs] I did take a big pop, you're right. I'm feeling good, man. I appreciate you asking and it was 
actually really cool, a lot of people have reached out and I'm doing fine. But everybody reaching out, a lot 
of love, a lot of appreciation, it meant a lot to me. So, a lot of texts, a lot of calls, checking in, seeing how 
I'm doing, both in the team and outside the team. So, appreciate you asking, doing awesome but it was 
cool to see that many people reach out. So, appreciate it.” 
 
On if QB Marcus Mariota’s performance effects Daniels’ return to play: 
“Yeah, I think you probably heard me talk, I was probably one of the least surprised people in the stadium 
that he played well. I just see him, I know what he is and how it goes, but as far as tying one to the other, 
that's not part of the deal. We just have a lot of trust in him and how we would go about it but man, we'll 
lean into the medical people and where we're at and what to do. But that type of preparation for him, it's 
just that kind of steady, consistent way but they're not tied together to answer your question.” 
 
On if the run game is an extension of the culture in the building: 
“It does and also there’s the scheme part of it too. If the run game's going better now the play pass is 



going better because the times that you go on and go step up and get in on the run, then you have the 
chance to throw one big or a deep shot to go. Those are ones that you want to take your shot down the 
field to [WR] Terry [McLaurin]. You want to take your shot across the middle to Deebo because of the 
linebackers or a safety. Man, I want to go get a part of this. It does add a lot to your team because when 
you have to go finish a drive, finish one, that's where you have to lean in on that. It was good to see 
yesterday, a third down conversion, saw it from J-Mac [RB Jeremy McNichols], saw it from Bill. Now the 
drive continues, and you have a little bit more flexibility because you're willing to show you're in all the 
spaces to run it. As you get closer to the goal line, that's another area sometimes that you may lean in 
more. It's difficult, obviously you don't have as much field to defend, it's more lateral, so you have to win 
inside. Some people, you've heard the word like phone booth runs, man, when you have to go get 
downhill right now. And that's how we had scored on one yesterday, but it does all tie together. It adds to 
the toughness of the team, but you just have to stay committed to it. It takes work to get better and by no 
means are we where we are going to be. We got a lot of work to do, but it's a really important piece of 
what we do.” 
 
On keeping the defense positive even with the lack of turnovers: 
“Yeah you want to make sure you're training the guys correctly and at practice, are we taking the right 
shots? Are we taking the right angles? Thought we had a chance for an interception, we didn't get to it, 
but you do have to go in with the mindset to say, we're going to go play our technique first, play it 
aggressive, and then be willing to go get the ball. I do feel like they're going to come, we just have to keep 
training. The guys keep digging in for it. It's definitely a drought, so it's time to get out of the drought, but 
they don't just give them to you either. You have to go fight for them and dig and give the Raiders credit in 
that space too.” 
 
On if there are drills in practice the team can run to help force turnovers: 
“You can. I think there's two ways, first one from a defensive spot you're thinking, we call it ball extraction 
where I'm punching it out to go. So, if you and I were to tackle together, you have a leverage, I have a 
leverage. If it's my side, I can go take a shot on it. And then there's other ones in terms of how to track a 
deep ball, how to catch a tip pass. And you'd heard us referring to the EPP earlier, the beginning, the end, 
extra jugs machines for us to catch the different types of passes. As a defensive player, you don't catch 
the nice pass that the quarterbacks throw on this shoulder or this shoulder. It's above, behind, below 
your knees. Those are the catches that you have to practice. So, we'll continue to do that, but you also 
have to have the mindset to go do it. When the ball's in the air, it's meant for me. When I got a shot to go 
take it, it's meant for me. Oftentimes the quarterback’s one you can get, I thought [OLB] Von [Miller] had 
a good chance at one. [Las Vegas Raiders QB] Geno [Smith] did a nice job of taking care of it, so we'll 
keep battling for it. But yes you do, like any skill, man, you have to go work at it.” 
 
On if he’s prefers a main running back as opposed to a running back by committee: 
“I'm comfortable with the shared balance is what's important to me. If there's runners that have unique 
skills and how to feature ones, we can do that. But having balance, that's what makes an offense most 
difficult to defend when it's not just all of one or all the other but having the balance to do both. So, in all 
things, sometimes it works itself out after a little bit of time. But going into it I'm there whether it stays 
that way, we'll just keep digging and find our way, but I am comfortable sharing the responsibility and 
let's see what the game presents coming up. And sometimes the guy gets hot and feels it and we'll lean 
into that too.” 
 



On circumstances in the game that led to the offense doing well against the blitz: 
“Yeah, I don't have a big difference on that one, to say which one it would more to go. I can think of the 
early one out to Zach out on the seven route, one to Terry to go. Some are zone, some are man. So, I don't 
know if it's all of one or the other in terms of the blitz. I think it's honestly, man, making sure the 
protection's right and whether it's a six-man or a seven-man protection, being able to do that. But no, I 
don't have one reason over another for more effective yesterday versus two previous games.” 
 
On if he’s surprised G Brandon Coleman hasn’t solidified a starting role: 
“Well, I think one thing I do know about Brandon and Nick and these guys, man, they're going to put in the 
work. And so that's the good piece to say he's going to dig in, go for it and battle for it and let's see what 
the weeks ahead bring because this guy's made of the right stuff, he wants to dig in and go for it. But 
that's why I was kind of pretty strong about yesterday. This is where we are today, and we'll see what the 
next space looks like and where we're going. But that is one thing I've learned about him over a year and a 
half, he's going to put the work in to go and as we're heading into our game four, we'll see what this week 
looks like. Honestly, nothing's out of the question in terms of the matchups and how we want to go play 
it. It'll sort itself out, it just still needs some time to get there.” 
 
On how he keeps an effective culture:   
“Yeah, well one, I appreciate you saying that. It's really cool. Yeah, Marcus, we love him, about what he 
stands for or who he is. I think last night Stacey [Quinn] had showed me the clip of me getting knocked on 
my ass and people over there to help, even Marcus was there [laughs] making sure I was okay. Together, 
part of my number one job is to help create an environment where these guys can absolutely be their 
best. And one of the ways that you can be your best is if you have a big crew with you that's going to help 
you get there and push you. And we heard a great quote on Saturday about relationships and truth and it 
was, I may not get it all the way correct but have relationships so strong they can bear the weight of the 
truth. And these guys are really tight, they're really connected because they're willing to lean in and do 
the hard things together. And so inside the locker room, that's where the people that they're playing for, 
for one another, for player to player. And outside, sometimes that can be hard to understand when you're 
not in the fight with it. But when it's them going for it together, their connection, they want to do it 
together, those are things, if I can help create that environment that they have a space that they feel 
good. But I think Marcus is a great example. I knew he would feel unbelievable support because that's 
what he gives to everybody else. So, it was man, what a cool time that we get to give that back to him and 
pay that back to him. So, I wasn't surprised by that, but it is cool to see these guys really come grow 
together. They definitely love one another, and you can see how hard they were playing yesterday that, 
that's an extension of each other. So yeah, I'm definitely honored to be a part of it and whatever small 
part that is, it's really cool.” 


