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Head Coach Dan Quinn

Opening Statement:

“What's happening, everybody? Alright, last training camp practice in a lot of ways, but over the last
month a couple things that came to mind as | was driving in thinking, | really appreciated the fans that
came to see us over the last month. For the players, | thought the new parts of the facility were effective
for them. And from locker room to training room to the things that they needed, tip my cap to [Managing
Partner] Josh [Harris] on that to make sure he provided that. And | thought just from a team standpoint,
I've haven’t shared it with the players yet, but | thought they put a lot of work against each other. | thought
this would be a competitive camp based on the roster that was coming in and going against each other to
levelit up to go. So, | was pleased with that. We have a unique practice format today, so I'm glad you guys
are here to watch. We have the NFL officials here and we're also going to work a ton of situations today.
You've heard us talk winning time moments and how we do that. Just for an example, last season alone
we had 13 one score games. We had around 20 or so, maybe 20 plus two-minute at the end of the halves.
17 or 18, two-minutes at the end of the game counting either on offense or a defense. And so, today you'll
see us compete against ourselves, go against the clock, work different scenarios and really try to
pressure test ourselves to see can that threshold be even lower? Can you get on the ball that much
quicker? And so, I'm kind of pumped to give that a go. This is the first time I'll be doing that with an entire
NFL officiating crew and working these situations and the clock. So, we do them at joint practices, but to
have everybody here for one of just our practices, it's pretty cool. So, we're going to really lean into that
hard today in preparation really for the year to pressure test ourself. Can we even get sharper? It's such a
big part of what we do, we have a lot of confidence in those spaces. So, let's test ourselves a little further
today. All that said, get rocking with you guys.”

On developing the run game:

“That for sure, and we've really added into the line too. And so, we've wanted to dig in to say what are
some of the most effective things from the line in terms of how we would use guys, which guys can pull
and trap and do that. So, adding some of the gap schemes to what we've done has been a big deal. And
so, we haven't had everybody all together doing it all the time. But I'm pleased with the progress we're
making. And you're right, when you do add [QB] Jayden [Daniels] into it now it can be defending all 11 a
good bit of the time. And so, that definitely changes the math from the defensive standpoint. But | think
it's all around, I'm seeing the physicality of the receivers downfield blocking. So, by no means are we
there all the way, but it does take a while to develop that and | like where we're headed.”

On WR Noah Brown:

“Yes, let's talk with Noah. He's also kind of pushing past the rehab portion of the strength side and now
onthe return to play the accelerations, the decel. So yeah, he's close as well. And as he's targeting
through this week and into next week, the arrow is certainly pointing really up for him and we're pleased
with where he is at. So yeah, good signs with Noah too.”

On counseling RB Jacory Croskey-Merritt based on RB Brian Robinson Jr.’s situation:
“You're right that, you guys have seen it even over the last couple days. A lot of moving parts this year



with the NFL. Well, not this year, every year around this time. As far as down the line, | really haven't gone
there with Bill [Croskey-Merritt]. And | really wanted to make sure, man, let's just dig in and be present
into this and knowing I'll let you know down the road work from there. But this time of year, is always
funky for players. And the message | had told them yesterday, ‘Hey man, | know this is a difficult week
and | encourage them, don't think about next week, this week. It's not going to help you perform better
this week.” And so, looking at a roster, am | going to be on the 53 or the practice squad or what are my
odds look like? And so, that was really the message | tried to give yesterday because it's this funky space.
There's some guys that are already on the roster, some that are fighting for it. So, | just tried to make that,
‘Hey, this is normal.’ Everybody has these same emotions, but can we bring it back to be grounded and
presentinto what we're now? So, | haven't gone too far ahead with Bill or many of the other players just
yet.”

On the plan with the coaching staff following Saturday’s game:

“Yeah, [General Manager] Adam [Peters] and the staff had a big personnel meeting with us this week
where we reviewed games and where people are at. And so, each of the coaches goes through each
position and through each player. And it's helpful because you're not in every meeting room, you're notin
every spot. So, we did have that this week and then this week we'll have some more evaluations and then
Adam will huddle everybody up as well. And then think of the two spaces of the 53 and the 70. And as
everybody would know that roster is also, it's a little fluid as it even starts the earliest part of the season. |
can remember first being in the NFL hearing [Former NFL Head Coach] Bill Walsh say that. And at the
time | didn't really know what he meant, as | was in my rookie coaching season but now 25 years later |
get it and it's still pretty true today of how that works.”

On the wide receiver group:

“l liked what | saw. You probably saw in the game we worked [WR] Jaylin [Lane] some outside. And so, |
thought he's one that | see the ascension taking place. You can often feel it from the coaching point into
the drill, onto the field, he can apply it very quickly. So, we saw [WR] Luke [McCaffrey] outside, Jaylin
outside, and that was by design to make sure, alright, what else? Where are we at? [WR] Chris Moore will
also be one that'll work back into today and into the game this weekend. So, that's where we're at. We
like where Noah and [WR] Terry [McLaurin] are trending towards, but like you said, you want a
contingency plan for everything and that's why we decided to work some guys outside and inside, so
that's what we've done.”

On RB Chris Rodriguez being in the backfield this year:

“Yes, and | would say there's also parts of our offense that are a little bit untraditional, where we're
not traditional in using a lead blocker sometimes in short yardage. So, but | do like knowing that
Chris has that tackle breaking ability and especially in a small space but yeah, | would say that
would be one that's at the front of the thinking first.”

On people whose growth has stood out to him during camp:

“Probably the highlight for me, and not to highlight one, but people going into new roles during the
Burgundy and Gold scrimmage for us. So [Offensive Coordinator] Kliff [Kingsbury] and [Defensive
Coordinator] Joe [Whitt Jr.] were in the head coaching roles. It was [Assistant Head
Coach/Offensive Pass Game Coordinator] Brian [Johnson] and [Defensive Pass Game Coordinator]
Jason [Simmons] and [Defensive Backs Coach] Tommy Donatell in the new spots. That two-day
window provided a lot, and it was really cool to see people step into new spots. [Offensive Quality
Control Coach] Shane Toub is one as a line coach, like man, he's on it and so to use that as an
example along with others, it was helpful for me to see that we got a big deep crew and like the
succession planning of who's here and what they could do you have to test that as well.”



On S Quan Martin’s taking hits in his preseason performance Monday night:

“For those of us that know Quan, did you really think he'd hesitate? And he is as tough as it gets,
but | did talk to him before the game and he was excited and we wanted to have that moment
before the regular season to make sure the contact and for anybody who's coming back from an
injury or a surgery, like there is that first hit jitters, ‘okay, this is normal, this is how it's supposed to
feel’. So, it was an important part of it. But if you saw maybe on the tackle that he made down on
the one-yard line, there was not an ounce of hesitation or finish about him. But he has quietly also
become really one of the leaders around here and you've heard us talk about developing leaders. |
think Quan might be up near the top of that. You hear us talk about [S Jeremy] Reavo [Reaves] or
[P] Tress [Way] or somebody that had this established leadership. And now my job is to see the
leaders in others and Quan's somebody that comes to mind in my mind on that. Like he is definitely
becoming a voice here that is really strong and very well heard in the locker room.”

On what keeps him up at night about camp:

“Yeah, it's funny like that, the things that are going good don't keep you up at night, [laugh], it's the
things that you're struggling with and stressed about to go. So, this time of year it's the roster and
giving insight to [General Manager] Adam [Peters] and to his team to make sure we're nailing it the
right playing time at a practice or a game for the evaluations to get there. Fortunately, we've hit a lot
of the things that stress me out is the team ready for these end of game moments. And so last year
we were new together and so it was also new for me communicating with Kliff and Joe and [Special
teams Coordinator] Larry [Izzo] in game. We're going to go for here on fourth if it gets to one, two, or
three. So for me, having another lap at that all through camp, that's been good. So, my biggest
stressor is um just providing the right information, getting the right looks and it'll be a tough team,
for the 53, tough decisions for sure. But as a coach, that's also what you want to say, man, these
are some really tough, tough decisions. So, I'm definitely looking at those and that's what's keeping
me up.”

On Daniels getting the touchdown ball for Croskey Merrit:

“One, | wasn't surprised that it was him. | didn't know that he was doing it and then he was going
from one referee to the next to make sure he had the exact ball. So, | think it's an example of like
who Jayden is and it's a nice thing to pass down to someone else too, hopefully, Bill can put himself
into that spot one day and those are the things from players to players peer to peer, when you see
it, you just know what it looks like. And | saw a lot of it in the game. | saw, like | said, [CB] Jonathan
Jones in a rain jacket on the sideline coaching guys up. So, the environment that we've created here
through the players is like one, can they really push it to be excellent? But there's also just random
acts like that. Like Jayden is an exceptionally good dude and so like he wasn't going to miss that
moment. It had nothing to do with teaching Bill. He was just wanting to celebrate with him. So there
were a lot of people that would've done it, but I'm not surprised it was him that he, it was still clear
that he remembered that moment and uh, | think that's a cool way to pay it forward and hopefully,
uh, another person who's a rookie can pass it on to another rookie, um, as a yearly tradition. That's
pretty cool.”

On containment around the edges defensively on Monday night:

“[Cincinnati QB Joe] Burrow, can be a tough one to get down. Like he is real athletic in the pocket
and out. | did like the finish on one of the sacks where the coverage downfield had to be strong too
because if he escapes and throws it down the field and you're looking at the quarterback, we got
trouble. The other one that was, that came back as a foul was on [DE Deatrich] Wise [Jr.] And on



that one just for like the knowledge of it where he had grabbed Burrow. When you're inside the
tackle box, the horse collar foul is legal. When the quarterback leaves that tackle box, even if you
had control in, when he leaves the tackle box, the horse collar rule goes back into effect. So that
was like a little bit of a tricky one to go, but | thought early on | felt it better than later into the
rushes. | thought [DE] Andre Jones [Jr.] had some good later. But as far as containment goes Joe's a
problem [laugh] in a lot of ways. He's super challenging to coach against, but, we knew he'd be
moving around in the pocket to remain a passer and that's certainly what he did.”



