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Welcome to the Command Post!  
ICYMI: Washington Commanders Host “Inspire Change” Game with Shop Black 

Holiday Market, Live Artist Exhibition, and Menorah Lighting. Team Honors LeGreg 
Harrison with 2022 “Changemaker Award” and Continues its Season of Giving with 

Toy Giveaway and Toys for Tots Toy Drive 
 
In Case You Missed It: The Washington Commanders hosted an “Inspire Change”-
themed game with an exciting roster of events including the second annual Shop 
Black Holiday Market, a live artist exhibition featuring local Black artists through the 
Washington Commanders’ Command the Canvas initiative, and the first Sunday Night 
Football game to feature a menorah lighting.  
 
Also last weekend, in celebration of the Season of Giving, the U.S. Marine Corps and 
The Washington Commanders Charitable Foundation teamed up to distribute more 
than 2,000 toys and gifts to local youth as part of this year’s Toy Giveaway on 
December 17. During the team’s game, the Commanders also collected donations for 
the 75th annual Toys for Tots toy drive, helping ensure children across DMV don’t go 
without this holiday season.  
 

                   
 
 
Sunday Night Celebration of Black Entrepreneurs & Artists  
On Sunday, December 18, the Washington Commanders’ Black Engagement Network 
(B.E.N.) hosted the second annual Shop Black Holiday Market allowing fans the 
opportunity to shop with Black-owned stadium concessions and businesses. This 
year’s market featured tasty local eats from Everything Legendary, Fireman’s Café, 
Ella Rays Café, Seafood at the Shack, DMV Crab Rolls, Kitchen Cray, and Wing Me 
Ova.  



The game was also an opportunity to celebrate local Black artists. The Washington 
Commanders “Command the Canvas” initiative invited several DMV-area Black artists, 
including Taron Butler, Julia Gray, and Summer Clickscale, to attend the game and 
create paintings based on the “Inspire Change” theme. Fans can bid on the paintings 
via live online auction through December 23, and all proceeds will be donated to a 
local social justice nonprofit. You can view the painting auction HERE. 
 
Commanders and Black Greek Fest Foundation host “Night Out”  
Building on the Washington Commanders’ efforts to engage students across the DMV, 
the Commanders Group Sales team partnered with the Black Greek Fest Foundation 
to host a night out on Sunday, December 18 for members of the Divine 9, a 
distinguished cohort of historically Black sororities and fraternities, along with their 
families and friends. The night included a pre-game event in the DeLeon Lounge for 
Divine 9 undergraduate and graduate chapters and members-at-large for each 
organization, including discounted group tickets for the game.  
 
Season of Giving Continues with Toy Giveaway & the 75th Annual Toys for Tots 
Event 
In collaboration with the U.S. Marine Corps, the Washington Commanders Charitable 
Foundation hosted their annual Toy Giveaway presented by United Airlines at Legends 
Plaza on Saturday afternoon. During the event, Washington Legends Fred Smoot, 
Ravin Caldwell, Gary Clark, Joe Howard, and Clarence Vaughn teamed up with 
volunteers from the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation, United Airlines, and the DC 
Divas Women’s Football team to distribute over 2,000 toys and team gifts to children 
from across the DMV. In addition to meeting Santa, children were gifted board games, 
train sets, cars, LEGOs, and more, and got to enjoy a hot chocolate bar and DJ. 
Photos of the event can be found HERE.  
 

      
 
 
On Sunday, December 18, the U.S. Marine Corps and Washington Commanders 
Charitable Foundation joined forces again for the 75th Annual Toys for Tots event 

https://www.commanders.com/community/inspire-change-auction
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/RRfyPxUmhg/files


benefitting children from neighborhoods within the DMV. More than 50 U.S. Marines 
came to help collect toys and monetary donations for the toy drive at gates across the 
stadium. Since 2011, The Washington Commanders Charitable Foundation has raised 
nearly $280,000 for the Toys for Toys program, helping to create a joyful holiday 
season for all children in our community. To learn more about the Toys for Tots 
drive, visit HERE.                                          
 
Entrepreneur and Nonprofit Leader Receives Inaugural “Changemaker Award”  
Over the weekend, Washington Commanders announced LeGreg Harrison, founder of 
DC-based nonprofit Future Moguls, Inc and co-founder of The Museum DC, as the 
team’s nominee for the NFL’s first-ever “Inspire Change Changemaker Award.” The 
new award recognizes individuals who are making a difference in their community 
through social justice work related to one or more of Inspire Change’s four pillars.  
 
Raised in the DC-area, LeGreg has committed his career to supporting his community 
and paying it forward. Earlier this fall, the Washington Commanders began a historic 
partnership with his boutique, The Museum DC, which became the first local Black-
owned business to design guest services wear for an NFL franchise. As part of 
Harrison’s nomination, Future Moguls, which empowers Black youth entrepreneurship 
across the city, will receive $10,000 from the NFL Foundation. Photos of the 
nomination can be found HERE. 
 
                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Team Celebrates First Night of Hanukkah at FedExField 
During the Washington Commanders home matchup against the New York Giants on 
December 18, in honor of the first night of Hanukkah, The Washington Commanders, 
in partnership with CTeen, The Chabad Teen Network, held a candle lighting 
ceremony during the first quarter in Section 131 that included blessings on the field 
from Rabbi Mendy Kotlarsky of CTeen & Rabbi Shmuel Kaplan of Chabad Maryland. 

https://www.toysfortots.org/75thlandingpage/Default.aspx
https://ourfuturemoguls.org/about-us/
https://washington.1rmg.com/press-releases/washington-commanders-launch-collaborative-merchandise-lines-with-local-black-owned-businesses/
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/Sf4MOW9btL/files


The celebration marks the first Sunday Night Football game to feature a menorah 
lighting. More photos from the gameday celebration can be found HERE.  
 

                                                                                           
 
 
One last thing … Mando visits Capitol Hill 
On Friday, December 16, Washington Commanders’ team dog Mando made the rounds 
on Capitol Hill – check out a sweet snap via RollCall photographer Bill Clark of Mando 
saying hello to Virginia Senator Tim Kaine’s staff in the Russell Senate Office Building 
to promote the K9s For Warriors Program. The program provides highly trained service 
dogs to support veterans suffering from PTSD, traumatic brain injury, and/or military 
sexual trauma.  
 

 

https://www.chabad.org/news/article_cdo/aid/5740798/jewish/NFL-Sunday-Night-Football-to-Feature-its-First-Menorah-Lighting.htm
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/iZMQgl5KwH/files
https://twitter.com/billclarkphotos/status/1603839259680673793/photo/1

