
 

WASHINGTON COMMANDERS AND THE WASHINGTON COMMANDERS CHARITABLE 
FOUNDATION TEAM UP WITH NEIGHBORHOOD PARTNERS FOR 2022 SEASON OF 

GIVING DURING DECEMBER 

The Washington Commanders’ Season of Giving is an annual initiative launched with the goal 
of making a positive impact in the lives of children and families across neighboring 

communities in Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Virginia 

LANDOVER, Md., December 14, 2022 – The Washington Commanders and The Washington 
Commanders Charitable Foundation are teaming up with neighborhood partners this Holiday 
Season as part of the team’s annual Season of Giving lineup. Events are focused on 
underserved children and families in the Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Virginia (DMV) area 
and include the second annual Toy Giveaway at FedExField on Dec. 17, the annual Toys for 
Tots toy drive during the team’s Week 15 matchup against the New York Giants on Sunday 
Night Football Dec. 18, and special events led by Washington Commanders players and 
coaches throughout the Holiday Season. 

The Season of Giving initiative was launched in 2020 to positively impact neighboring 
communities, spread holiday joy and cheer, and engage fans in ongoing efforts to build a 
stronger community. The month-long initiative is supported by The Washington Commanders 
Charitable Foundation, Washington Commanders players, and community partners including 
the Toys for Tots Foundation, Amazon, and United Airlines.  

“Season of Giving embodies one of our most important values as the Washington 
Commanders. In all that we do, we strive to be the kind of leaders who think big, give back 
and inspire others to do the same,” said Co-Owner and Co-CEO Tanya Snyder. “With a focus 
on providing resources to communities in need, our programming this time of year does just 
that, helping to brighten the holidays for so many across the DMV.”  

A list of Season of Giving gameday activations and events throughout the month of December 
are outlined below. 

Team Events: 

 

Toys for Tots: The Washington Commanders Charitable Foundation and the U.S. Marine 
Corps are teaming up again for the Toys for Tots toy drive benefiting children across 
neighboring communities in the DMV during the team’s Week 15 matchup versus the New 
York Giants. More than 50 U.S. Marines from across the DMV will be on-hand to help collect 
toys and monetary donations. The toy collection will begin when gates open at 6 p.m. and take 



place through the end of the first quarter. The 2022 Holiday season marks the 75th anniversary 
of the Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program. Since 2011, The Washington Commanders 
Charitable Foundation has raised nearly $280,000 for the Toys for Tots initiative. To learn 
more about the Toys for Tots initiative click HERE. 

50/50 Raffle: During the team’s Week 15 home matchup versus the New York Giants, 50% of 
the 50/50 raffle gameday jackpot will go to one lucky winner, and the other 50% will go 
toward holiday events benefiting Prince George’s County families. 

 

Toy Giveaway: On Saturday, December 17 in collaboration with the Toys for Tots Foundation, 
The Washington Commanders Charitable Foundation will host their annual Toy Giveaway 
presented by United Airlines. The event will run from 12-3 pm in Legends Plaza at FedExField. 
The Toy Giveaway will distribute more than 2,000 toys and team gifts to local youth, more 
than double in size compared to last year’s inaugural event. Recognizing the local need this 
holiday season, the team is partnering with community groups to identify youth who will 
benefit most from the giveaway. This event is a pre-registered event, and the team and 
local community partners have pre-determined eligibility. For any questions, please reach 
out to charitablefoundation@commanders.com.  

"At United, 'Good Leads the Way' in real ways. We are proud to walk the walk and live our 
values in the work we do, which is why United is not only honored to be the main sponsor of 
this year's Toy Giveaway but also thrilled to volunteer with the Washington Commanders to 
distribute thousands of donated toys to communities across the Washington, D.C., Maryland, 
and Virginia (DMV) area," said Henry Bird, United’s managing director of airport operations at 
Dulles International Airport. "I know I can speak for all of our United employees when I say 
that we are proud of the work we do every day, but this Saturday, we all will feel extra pride in 
knowing that we’re able to support children and families right here in our own 
neighborhoods." 

Washington Commanders and Amazon Team Up with EPIC EVERYDAY: On Tuesday, December 
20, The Commanders and Amazon are teaming up for the second Holiday Season. This season 
they are teaming up with local small business, EPIC EVERYDAY to bring holiday cheer to SKC 
Early Education Centers. The daycare’s children will be surprised with a visit from Washington 
Legends who will read Soulful Holidays: An inclusive rhyming story celebrating the joys of 
Christmas and Kwanzaa by local author, Ciara Hill. The book highlights the importance of 
representation and inclusion. EPIC EVERYDAY will provide SKC children with products from 
their accessories line. The Washington Legends, EPIC EVERYDAY, and Amazon volunteers will 
present SKC Early Education Centers with a $25,000 donation that will further the 
organization’s mission to provide children with the foundational tools they need for lifelong 
success. 

https://www.toysfortots.org/75thlandingpage/Default.aspx
mailto:charitablefoundation@commanders.com
https://www.amazon.com/Soulful-Holidays-inclusive-celebrating-Christmas/dp/1734156554
https://www.amazon.com/Soulful-Holidays-inclusive-celebrating-Christmas/dp/1734156554
https://www.amazon.com/Ciara-Hill/e/B085SYLWX4/ref=dp_byline_cont_pop_book_1


Player and Coach Events: 

Offensive Tackle Charles Leno, Jr.: Charles Leno, Jr. was recently nominated as the team’s 
nominee for the 2022 Walter Payton NFL Man of The Year Award. Charles has continuously 
demonstrated a commitment to community efforts and has modeled a lifestyle of giving back 
ever since he arrived in Washington in 2021. In 2020, together with his wife Jennifer, he 
founded Beyond the Entertainer, a foundation focused on mentoring, empowering, and 
inspiring community members of all ages to pay it forward. Beyond the Entertainer’s annual 
“Leno Claus” campaign kicked on Dec. 1. For the first 20 days of December, Charles and 
Jennifer, through their foundation, will work with different nonprofits throughout the DMV 
community. On Dec. 16, Leno will be hosting Special Olympic Athletes at the Practice Facility 
for a one-of-a-kind experience. This event will include surprises for the athletes just in time 
for the holidays. For more information on Leno Claus, please visit 
https://beyondtheentertainer.org/  

Wide Receiver Terry McLaurin: On Monday, Dec. 19, Terry McLaurin through his foundation, 
The Terry McLaurin Foundation, will be hosting approximately 15-20 children from the 
Rychkid Foundation for an intimate holiday shopping spree at Target in Washington, D.C. As 
part of the event, each child in attendance will have a chance to not only shop for themselves 
but also buy a loved one a special gift. 

Assistant Running Backs Coach Jennifer King: This holiday season assistant running backs 
coach Jennifer King is asking for everyone to donate new or gently used winter coats for DMV 
area residents in need from December 19 - January 1. Fans also can donate coats in the 
Administrative Lobby at Gate A at FedExField Monday-Saturday from 9-5 p.m. throughout the 
month of December. 

– Washington Commanders est. 1932 – 

ABOUT THE WASHINGTON COMMANDERS CHARITABLE FOUNDATION: The Washington 
Commanders Charitable Foundation is ever-present in the community, constantly working to 
achieve our mission to make a positive and measurable impact in the lives of children that 
need it most. Since Washington Commanders owners Dan and Tanya Snyder created the 
Foundation in 2000, the Foundation has given back more than $31M to the community and 
currently provide support and services to more than 179,000 individuals (mostly children) 
annually, focusing on supporting education, children’s health and wellness, and preparing 
them for their future.  For more information on The Washington Commanders Charitable 
Foundation’s programs and events or to donate, visit commanders.com/community/ or follow 
the Foundation on Twitter or Instagram at @CommandersCR. 

ABOUT TOYS FOR TOTS FOUNDATION: The Marine Toys for Tots Foundation is a not-for-
profit organization authorized by the U.S. Marine Corps and the Department of Defense to 
provide fundraising and other necessary support for the annual Marine Corps Reserve Toys 
for Tots Program. Toys for Tots provides joy and a message of hope to less fortunate children 
through the gift of a new toy or book during the holiday season. These gifts offer children 
hope, recognition, and a positive memory they will cherish for a lifetime. Many of the books, 
games, and sports equipment that are provided as gifts make a significant contribution to the 

https://beyondtheentertainer.org/
https://www.commanders.com/community/


educational, social, and recreational development of these children. The 2022 Holiday season 
marks the 75th anniversary of the Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program. 

ABOUT UNITED: United's shared purpose is "Connecting People. Uniting the World." From 
our U.S. hubs in Chicago, Denver, Houston, Los Angeles, Newark/New York, San Francisco 
and Washington, D.C., United operates the most comprehensive global route network among 
North American carriers. United’s hub at Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD) serves 
as a gateway every day for the countless business and leisure travelers who visit our nation's 
capital. United began its Hub operations at IAD more than 35 years ago, with 58 departures 
serving 24 destinations. Since then, the airline’s Hub operations have grown three times that 
size at IAD, now operating more than 230 daily flights to more than 100 destinations around 
the world, including more than 20 world capitals and most recently new service to Accra, 
Ghana; Lagos, Nigeria; Athens, Greece; Cape Town, South Africa and Berlin, Germany starting 
on May 25. With more than 5,000 employees, United's IAD Hub team has dedicated itself to 
making a difference in the communities they serve every day. From pulling planes to raise 
money for Special Olympics Virginia to stocking food pantries in D.C. as part of September of 
Service, every IAD Hub employee continues to exemplify every day how Good Leads The Way 
at United Airlines. 

 


