
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the Command Post!  
ICYMI: The Washington Commanders’ Salute to Service Week Kicked Off with a Visit 

from Team Dog Mando to Walter Reed, Scholarships for Local ROTC Students, a 
Salute to Families of the Fallen, and Commanders Debut New Uniforms + 

Collaborative Merchandise with Local Black-Owned Business   
 
In Case You Missed It: 
Last week, the Washington Commanders celebrated Salute to Service, honoring our 
nation’s service members, veterans, and their families. Salute to Service 2022 brings a 
renewed significance as the team continues its inaugural season as “The 
Commanders,” a name chosen in part to pay tribute to the DMV’s history of military 
service and community.  
 
Over the course of the week, the team paid tribute to service members with a visit to 
Walter Reed, surprised two Bowie State University ROTC cadets with scholarships, 
and hosted five families of fallen soldiers from the Tragedy Assistance Program for 
Survivors (TAPS) at Commanders practice. The week culminated in Sunday’s Salute to 
Service-themed game against the Minnesota Vikings, where the Commanders donned 
all-black uniforms on a camouflage-painted field (check out the timelapse of the field 
being painted HERE) in tribute to our nation’s military. Check out official photos 
from the big game.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select Commanders Players and Team Dog Mando Visit Walter Reed  
Last Tuesday, team dog Mando joined Commanders players at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center, the world’s largest joint medical center providing world-class 
health care to service members, retirees, and their families. The team had a chance to 
show their appreciation to patients and staff while handing out Commanders swag 

https://spaces.hightail.com/space/0ZwM6LQeS0/files/fi-3fe9d65c-f7f1-4df9-b50b-8bdfcc4e22ff/fv-3ad1f0af-5f91-4266-9e12-4640989173f3/Commanders%20Painted%20Camo%20Field%20Time%20Lapse.mp4
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/6aHTzmjFN1/files
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/6aHTzmjFN1/files


bags on behalf of the Washington Commanders Charitable Foundation. Photos and 
b-roll from the event can be found here.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commanders and Easterns Automotive Group Award $1000 Scholarships to Two 
Bowie State University ROTC Cadets  
The Washington Commanders invited Bowie State University ROTC (roughly 30 
cadets) to FedEx Field for a celebration hosted by Team President Jason Wright and 
Washington Legend and Senior Advisor to Jason Wright, Doug Williams. Cadets 
arrived in uniform, were greeted with gift packages from the team, and invited to 
participate in a reception featuring pizza, music, a step-and-repeat, and more. Jason 
and Doug gave remarks about lessons they learned when breaking barriers in 
leadership and the sports industry. At the conclusion of the event, the team, in 
partnership with Easterns Automotive Group, surprised two Cadets with $10,000 
scholarship checks. The scholarships were donated by Easterns Automotive Group as 
part of its long-standing support for the local military community.  
 
Established in 1974, the Reserve Officer Training Corp at Bowie State has a proud 
tradition of preparing competent leaders with character. Photos and b-roll of the 
event can be found here. 
 

 
 

 

https://spaces.hightail.com/space/MXDmHlZDpI?_gl=1*107scjc*_ga*NDgyNDA0MjUyLjE2MzY1NzE2NzI.*_ga_SF4Y7ECCC9*MTY2NzM0MTEwMy4yNDguMC4xNjY3MzQxMTAzLjYwLjAuMA..
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/kiLyiIyAW3


Commanders Host TAPS Families at Practice Ahead of Salute to Service-Themed 
Game On Sunday, November 6 
Over the weekend, the Washington Commanders hosted five families of fallen soldiers 
representing TAPS at practice, where they met players and coaches. During Sunday’s 
game, the Commanders players honored these families with helmet decals displaying 
the initials of their fallen loved ones. See more from the remembrance here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
   
 
 
Commanders Debut New Gear (On and Off the Field) 
During Sunday’s Salute to Service game, the Commanders debuted their alternate 
black uniforms at home for the first time, with design accents honoring our nation’s 
service members. Ahead of Sunday’s game, the first 200 fans at the Team Store had 
the exclusive opportunity to buy a black alternate jersey and received a special limited 
edition keepsake replica voucher. Fans can still order the official black alternate 
jersey by visiting store.commanders.com. View images and b-roll footage of the 
black uniforms here. 
 
Earlier in the week, the team also launched a collaborative merchandise line with DC 
PROPER®, a local Black-owned clothing retailer. Newly designed items in partnership 
with the Washington Commanders include references to Washington’s four 
quadrants, the iconic cherry blossoms, and the District flag.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://spaces.hightail.com/space/kQnuIJ33nW/files
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/kQnuIJ33nW/files
https://store.commanders.com/en/
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/HTVdNK8EvX/files
https://wearedcproper.com/collections/all


Commanders Name Fan of the Year  
During Sunday’s game, the Washington Commanders named Chris Bryant the 
franchise’s inaugural Fan of the Year, presented by Safeway. A military veteran, Chris 
has collaborated with the Washington Commanders on an array of charitable 
endeavors, including facilitating special off-the-field experiences for pediatric cancer 
patients and their families. On gamedays, Chris can be found in and around FedEx 
Field rallying Burgundy & Gold fans. As part of his nomination, Chris and a special 
guest will receive round trip tickets to Super Bowl LVII, a rightful prize for one of the 
franchise’s most inspirational fans.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One more thing…  
Last week, the NFL and USAA, an official partner of the NFL’s Salute to Service, 
announced the nominees for the annual Salute to Service Award presented by USAA. 
The award recognizes NFL players, coaches, staff, and alums who have a 
demonstrated track record of supporting our military and veteran communities. 
Notably, our very own head coach, Ron Rivera, was nominated for ensuring supporting 
our military heroes is part of the team’s fabric. Fans can vote for Coach Rivera here 
until November 30th.  

https://www.nfl.com/salutefanvote

