
   
WASHINGTON COMMANDERS BUILD OUTDOOR LEARNING LAB FOR AREA STUDENTS   

  
Outdoor Garden and Learning Lab will Enable Students to Connect STEM and Language Arts 

Education to the Real World    
  

LANDOVER, MD, October 31, 2022 – The Washington Commanders Charitable Foundation 
teamed up with Out Teach to create a vibrant outdoor garden learning space for the students 
of Rocketship Legacy Prep elementary school in Southeast, D.C.  Out Teach is a nonprofit 
dedicated to inspiring and preparing students to be tomorrow’s innovators, dreamers, 
thinkers, doers and leaders of our country.  
   
The service initiative took place during the Commanders’ 90th Anniversary and Alumni 
Homecoming Weekend and served as an opportunity for the team to partner with area leaders 
to identify investments that support equity in local communities. Download images and b-roll 
video of the project HERE.   
   
Members of the Commanders family, including Washington Legends Frederick Dean, Ricky 
Sanders, and Fred Davis, gathered at Rocketship Prep Saturday morning to build a variety of 
hands-on learning tools. Students will now enjoy the chance to connect their STEM and 
language arts education to the real world with rainwater harvesters, composting bins, 
vegetable beds, earth science stations and animal habitations, in addition to covered seating 
areas and other school supplies.    
   
“We are thrilled to partner with Out Teach to bring an engaging outdoor learning space that 
will help D.C. students connect with nature and learn in a very engaging and hands-on way, 
while also beautifying the local neighborhood. We see this partnership as the perfect 
opportunity on this Alumni Weekend to build on our decades-long commitment to service in 
our surrounding community,” said Tim Hightower, Commanders Director of Alumni Relations, 
and a former Washington player.   
   
With a mission to help children build their own legacy in their own community, Rocketship 
Legacy Prep serves 660 students in grades Pre-K3 through 5th grade. The school ranks among 
the top 30 percent of public elementary schools in Washington, D.C.    
   
“This initiative with the Commanders and Out Teach will enable our students to apply what 
they are learning in the classroom in a thoughtful and engaging way, and it’s also great for 
them to see members of the Washington Commanders family volunteering on such an 
important project. We are committed to unlocking the infinite possibility and potential of our 
students, and this outdoor learning space is part of that larger mission,” said Jeanice Stewart, 
Principal of Rocketship Legacy Prep elementary school.    

https://spaces.hightail.com/space/kGiQOF0Cmp?_gl=1*197zg0h*_ga*NDgyNDA0MjUyLjE2MzY1NzE2NzI.*_ga_SF4Y7ECCC9*MTY2NjYzOTMwMy4yMzQuMC4xNjY2NjM5MzAzLjYwLjAuMA


   
– Washington Commanders est. 1932 –   

   
ABOUT THE WASHINGTON COMMANDERS CHARITABLE FOUNDATION: The Washington 
Commanders Charitable Foundation is ever-present in the community, constantly working to 
achieve our mission to make a positive and measurable impact in the lives of children that 
need it most. Since its creation in 2000, the Charitable Foundation has given back more than 
$31M to the community and currently provide support and services to more than 179,000 
individuals (mostly children) annually, focusing on supporting education, children's health and 
wellness and preparing them for their future.   
   
ABOUT ROCKETSHIP LEGACY PREP: At Rocketship Public Schools, we believe in the 
infinite possibility of human potential. We believe that every student deserves the right to 
dream, to discover, and to develop their unique potential. And it is our responsibility and our 
privilege to unleash the potential inside every Rocketeer we serve. Our non-profit network of 
public elementary charter schools propels student achievement, develops exceptional 
educators, and partners with parents who enable high-quality public schools to thrive in their 
community.   
  
ABOUT OUT TEACH: Out Teach is a national organization built to inspire and prepare today’s 
elementary students to become the next generation of fearless innovators. Designed by 
teachers, for teachers, we deliver personalized hands-on training, collaborative partnerships, 
and easily accessible resources that equip thousands of teachers in schools across the US to 
transform the outdoors into active learning labs. Together, we’re creating a world where every 
student–regardless of learning ability, race, zip code, gender, or access to resources– can step 
into the wonder of science: inspiring new ideas and pursuits in service of solving the 
challenges of our rapidly, ever-changing world.  
  
CONTACT: publicrelations@commanders.com   
   
  
 

mailto:publicrelations@commanders.com

