
 
 

QB Taylor Heinicke 
 
On the team being able to bounce back: 
“The guys are resilient. I don't know what else to say about it. You know, we come in every day and work 
hard for each other and we have fun doing it. So, to see it come out on Sunday’s and especially in 
situations like that, it’s a really cool deal. The defense came up huge there at the end and just gotta keep 
making those plays. Really good team effort there.” 
 
On the confidence the defense gives him when they have excellent performances:  
“When you have a defense like that, for us, you say let’s not have any turnovers. Let’s keep converting 
third downs and when we get in the red zone, let's try and score touchdowns. That’s the secret formula 
for us and if we stick to it, with the way our defense is playing, we are gonna win a lot of games. 
Obviously, there’s a lot of things to improve offensively. We will look at the film tomorrow and go from 
there.”  
 
On if it’s safe to say the teams knows where they stand this season in the NFL: 
“Yeah, but I don’t think we look at that. We’ve got a lot of confidence and the guys are having a lot of fun 
doing it. You add those two together, that’s a recipe for success there, so hopefully we can keep this ball 
rolling, go get a win at New York next week and then bye week and come down on the stretch for 4 
games.” 
 
On how he would describe the team early in the season compared to now: 
“We found our identity. We know what we are good at and what we can accomplish and again I think 
watching us coming in every week especially when it is down, still coming in every week working hard. 
That is a huge thing and we just knew on the other side of it, there was gonna be success. We just have to 
win 6 more, we are at 7 right now. Again, we just gotta keep that ball rolling and the guys are having a lot 
of fun. We are very confident. We are trusting the process. Again, when you do that, it is a recipe for 
success.” 
 
On if running backs asked him about which Jordan’s he will purchase: 
“AG [Antonio Gibson] was already in my ear this week about which ones he wanted. So i’ll look at them 
later tonight. Pick a couple and see what they want.” 
 
On how the backfield helps the quarterback: 
“It’s a quarterback's best friend. The defense we have, the offensive line with the way they are playing, 
our run game and our weapons out there, I don’t know any quarterback that wouldn’t want to be on this 
team. We’ve got everything there for you to succeed and it’s just about going out there and executing. 
Again, if we can run the ball like that, it just makes life easier on everybody. So again, hopefully we can 
keep doing that.” 
 
On the touchdown pass to TE John Bates: 
“That was a 9 or 10 play drive. Our only pass was that touchdown pass. Again, we were stepping down 
their throat getting 4 or 5 yards a carry, getting a first down, getting red zone and we had to play action. 
Those backers came up on the run and it was a nice pull for Bates there. So again, if we can keep doing 
that, that just helps the pass game so much.” 
 



On the offensive line this game: 
“They are doing great. Obviously, there were a couple of hiccups in the beginning of the year, but the last 
several weeks, they have been fantastic. There’s very little holding penalties, very little false starts, the 
communication is there. The guys are just working hard so again, when they keep doing that, not behind 
the chains, that’s good for our offense. We are not good when we are 2nd & 20 or 3rd & 18. That’s not 
where you want to be as an offense, so the last several weeks have been a lot of 3rd and shorts. That 
allows you to have play actions whether we run the ball or do different stuff. It all starts with the guys up 
front, they are doing a great job.” 
 
On the excitement of the offensive line when he calls for run play: 
“Every single call I’m playing, they smile and they are ready to get physical. Those guys are awesome and I 
think they are gonna get some Jordan’s this week. They are doing a great job.” 
 
On the interception that turned into an incomplete pass: 
“I was just trying to make a play. It was a bonehead decision. Pre-snap, I thought it was man. I thought I 
had Jahan [Dotson] with a deep over route and they bailed out to a deep cover three and it kept getting 
depth. I just threw it right to the guy. It was an awful decision. I probably should have just thrown the drag 
to Curtis [Samuel] there.” 
 
On the importance on not throwing picks: 
“The biggest thing for quarterbacks, you’ve got to have a short memory span, so when we do make a 
mistake, let's not compound it with another one. The biggest thing when we came back from the locker 
room at halftime was to take a deep breath, let's get back to our game plan and let's just take the 
compilations cause we are moving the ball fine.” 
 
On Head Coach Ron Rivera’s 100th career win: 
“He means a lot to this whole team, this organization. I wasn’t here when he was going through all the 
cancer stuff, but I heard a lot of stories. He would go do the chemo and still come to practice and be out 
there for the guys. When you have a coach like that who's willing to go out there and do that and show 
himself in what he is going through, it means a lot to us players. Two weeks ago, his mother passed and 
we got a huge win against Philly. My favorite locker room before this was in Carolina with him and now it’s 
here with him. I think that it starts from the top and all the guys in there love him. For it to be his 100th 
win, it’s pretty special.” 
 
On how it good it feels to win these close games: 
“It shows that we can do it. It just gives you confidence late in the game if we are in these situations 
we’ve won those games before and guys have confidence that we are going to keep doing it. It could very 
be the other way if we don’t win these games, the guys feel a little 
pressure. So, the fact we have edged these games 

 
DT Jonathan Allen 

On the last defensive drive: 
“A lot of relief, after the play we realized, we might have to go back out there so just guys keep making 
plays as the game goes on and that’s a huge play by Daron Payne and Kendall Fuller.” 
 
On three game winning streak and locker room mentality:  
“We’re having a lot of fun, winning cures all. We understand that we have to play better to get to where we 
want to get to. But at the end of the day winning in the NFL is tough enough, so you don’t take any win for 
granted.” 
 
On the first time being two games over .500 Since 2018: 



“We don’t worry about it, there’s a lot of football left. We’re going put our heads down and keep working.”  

 
TE John Bates 

On the touchdown: 
“The concept we were running was a post with a corner and I believe it was one high, so the post pulled 
out the corner and it was wide open.” 
 
On the traffic on touchdown play: 
“I just knew when the ball got to me, I was in the endzone, I just wanted to make sure I secured the ball, 
so I went down right away and made sure I got it.” 
 
On contributing to the team win and moving on to next week: 
“It’s really exciting in general to see anyone on our offense score. We have a lot of really key pieces and 
players on our offense and anytime anyone scores it’s just super exciting to see that and be able to 
contribute towards a big win so it’s awesome.” 
 

CB Kendall Fuller 
 

On his interception late in the fourth quarter: 
“I think it was [DT Daron] Payne who just made a good play, tipped the ball. And we just saw the ball in 
the air. Remember seeing, [RB] Cordarrelle Patterson and [S Darrick Forrest]. I was just hoping [Forrest] 
didn’t hit me, and knock the ball out. But I was just thinking, get my hands under the ball and get my 
elbows tight. Just trying to make a play on the ball.” 
 
On where their current situation ranks based on other season’s he’s had here: 
“I think you’ll think about that once you keep on winning more games, and you put yourself in the playoffs 
and make a run in the playoffs. Definitely a big win, and that’s something we as a team expect to win. The 
preparation that you put in during the week, in the offseason, all year. You expect going into games to win 
and that’s what we’re doing.” 
 
On what the identity of the team is right now: 
“I think it’s the defense. We know we have the talent, we know we have the guys in the room. Week-in, 
week-out just competing on Sundays and doing whatever we need to do to win games.” 
 
On helping Head Coach Ron Rivera win his 100th game of his career: 
“I love Coach [Rivera], man. Just the energy that he comes with every day, even when he went through 
everything in 2020. His presence being there, he’s so even keeled. He’s so consistent. Week-in and week-
out, whether we’re down, whether we win, lose. Whether guys have a good game or bad game, he’s the 
same guy everyday. He’s definitely that calmness for us, and he also can bring that fire for us when we 
need it so we definitely love him.” 
 
On the defense having confidence executing in games near the goaline late: 
“Yeah, I think that’s the mentality. Just competing, no matter what happens. [Defensive backs] Coach 
[Chris] Harris always tells us football isn’t a game of perfect. Guys are going to mess up. If everyone’s 
hunting, playing with good energy and just moving onto the next play. I think we put that on film, 
something that we’ve been working on since OTAs. Something that we prepare for every week, and we 
just gotta keep going out there and making plays, learning from the things we did wrong and keep putting 
together good defense.” 
 
On the defensive backs playing well in conjunction with the defensive line: 



“I think it’s big. I went up to [DT Daron] Payne after the play, he said [inaudible]. Like I said, it all goes 
hand-in-hand. When those guys are hunting, we’re able to make plays on the ball. And when we’re able to 
play good coverage, they’re able to get sacks. Those are things that help us on defense, getting off on 
third downs and things like that. So, it’s something that we’ve got to keep on going.” 
 
On what watching RB Brian Robinson Jr. run with power does for the defense: 
“I mean, one it keeps us fresh. And two, just the mentality. You see guys get amped up. It’s just that 
energy that he brings to the game, and that he creates for us as a team. That was something that meant a 
lot to him. Just seeing him go out there and make plays, and being that player that he is, is fun to watch.” 
 
On what was said in the huddle before his interception: 
“Just next play mentality. Like I said, football isn’t a game of perfect. You’re going to give up plays, but 
you know, you protect every yard. And they aren’t in there until the end. Like I said, we’ve had many 
games like that this year, last year, where we know what we have to do. We know that we can make stops, 
so it’s about us putting it together.” 
 
On the defense building confidence as the season progresses: 
“I think every defense across the league, as the season goes on you grow and get better. Offensives every 
year, they come out with new flavors, new things that defenses see for the first time and keep on getting 
better and seeing where they can get better. A lot of times I think it’s tough for a defense to come out on 
all cylinders early in the season, but you just keep your head down, keep on working, knowing the players 
that you have and the talent that you have and keep on building trust. I think that’s something that we’ve 
been growing week-in and week-out, even when we had our tough stretches in the beginning of the 
season. We all just stayed together, we didn’t look at the outside. We knew that we’d come together, and 
we always just kept faith.” 
 
On what he can tell the younger guys about a winning culture and on how to keep it rolling: 
“I think it’s just not being satisfied. Just the work that you put in, in the offseason, OTAs and during the 
week it’s kind of like going in there and expecting to win. I told somebody I felt that when we played 
Houston last week, it wasn’t like everyone coming in and celebrating as if we weren’t supposed to win. It 
was like ‘Alright, that's what we were supposed to do.’ And you can see that building. It’s been building 
ever since 2020. That’s a great feeling to have because nobody gets comfortable. Everybody just keep on 
hunting, keeping their head down and just looking for the next opponent.” 
 
On if the progression of the team is more talent or attitude: 
“I think it’s both. It’s the NFL, all guys are talented. I don’t think you can compete in the NFL if guys aren’t 
talented and I think the attitude comes with it. I think for me it goes hand-in-hand, we got a lot of guys on 
this team. They say the NFL is 1 percent. We’ve got a lot of talented guys, and it’s about a group of men 
just coming together, trying to come together with one task in mind and that’s to win football games.” 
 
On the guys in the defensive backs room: 
“We’ve got a good group of guys. We’ve got so many guys that have different strengths. So many guys 
that are at so many points in their careers. And we all just come together, we want to see each other play. 
We all want to see each other be successful. Throughout the week, we all try to put each other in 
positions to where guys can be at their best, play at their best. Coaches do that, and you see everyone 
feeding off what they do best. On [S Darrick Forrest’s] interception [last week] you can see [CB Benjamin 
St.-Juste] playing to his strength, [Forrest] playing to his strength hustling. I think when you come 
together, everyone playing at their strength and making plays it’s definitely a tough defense that we 
have.” 
out, close games moving forward, if we are in this situation, we feel very comfortable about it.” 
 



 
RB Antonio Gibson 

On the success on the ground today: 
“It’s a little rainy day. The guys upfront you must give it to them and the tight ends. They blocked their 
[butts] off all game. We just have to do our part and it becomes easy.” 
 
On the weather today: 
“It wasn’t that bad. The grass was fine. We made our cuts when we needed too and we got after it.” 
 
On RB Brian Robinson’s performance and running back room: 
“That’s what he’s capable of. Still a rookie and probably still has a whole way to go but he’s out here 
running hard and breaking tackles. The yards after contact is insane and he continues to show that and 
that’s when he develops his game.” 
 
On the defensive on the last drive: 
“I don’t know if y’all are going to believe me or not, but I looked at  Cam [Sims] and said ‘If anyone gets a 
stop then it’s our defense.’ I wasn’t expecting a pick but [Kendall] Fuller got it and called game.”  
 

RB Brian Robinson Jr. 
 
On how his game has changed: 
“Obviously, very excited coming out and having my first one-hundred yard game but also just the team 
has been taking those strides every week, finding a way to just get better and get more comfortable week 
in and week out. I feel like I’ve continued to do that.” 
 
On his mentality: 
“I mean, example, I tolerate the little bit of pain that I have going on personally just to be out on the field, 
so I know I have to put my best hand forth. I got to perform the best I can. It’s me vs. me everyday. I wake 
up and I’m feeling some type of way based off of a situation in the past but I got to continue and work and 
get better and help my team.”  
 
On what it means to have a 100-yard game: 
It is just a special moment to have the opportunity to be able to do that and to do it after everything that’s 
been going on this year. I’ve been patient with it, just continued to stick to it, stick to the run game and 
stick to my run tracks and discipline. Today was a good day on the ground probably because of the way I 
balled. We handled the ball a lot more and I felt like the offensive line, they did a great job getting 
movement up front and moving onto the second level and just allowing me to get up on back there and 
finish.” 
 
On running with confidence: 
Definitely getting more and more confidence as the game goes on, as the weeks build up. I’m starting to 
get more comfortable in my second level play. Just getting up on the second level and making a second 
level move. At first it was just kind of like get me that pump to get back up on that second level, but now I 
want to take that next step and play on the second level and finish on the second level.” 
 
On what he saw on his touchdown catch: 
“I mean, catch the ball and you really got all that space, and it’s you versus a defensive back. You’ve gotta 
win at least eighty, ninety percent of the time, so I pulled the trigger and it worked out well.” 
 
On how his play helps create a mentality and play style for the offense: 



“I just do what I gotta do to bring that energy to the offense. Whatever that takes, if I gotta be vocal or if I 
just gotta go be physical on the field. I feel like guys want to get better and want to be physical. We want 
to be that type of team so we just gotta continue to work on that and be consistent in certain areas and I 
feel like we will be great.”  
 
On the game sealing interception: 
“I think that’s just an example of how this team plays to the whistle and plays to the end of the game. 
That was a very critical situation in the game, where our guys made a big time play. It just goes to show 
that we have a group of guys that’s going to play until the last second on the clock.”  
 
On the offensive line performance: 
“They got movement from the first snap until the last snap, and they got stronger as the game continued 
to go on. A few injuries on the o-line and those guys got back in and continued to roll. I feel like we got 
movement off their defensive front the whole game. I’m proud of those guys.” 
 
On his hard hit on his touchdown reception: 
“I mean, no I just play football. I wanted to be a physical back. I want DB’s to have to fear me and respect 
me so any chance I get to impose my will on a defensive back or any back, I’m going to do that.” 
 
On the relationships in the running back room: 
“Can’t speak for a fantasy league, you know cause I’m out here trying to win and I’m pretty sure every 
running back in that room wants to win. So regardless of who gets the workload or who gets the most 
carries, we all want to win. We can't tell the fantasy owners, ‘oh I’m getting ten carries, Antonio [Gibson] 
will get ten’, we just go with the game plan and whoever’s rolling. I feel like the relationship as our running 
backs has been great. We know what it takes, we know what we gotta do and be a team and play as a 
team. We don’t let all that outside stuff bother us.” 
 
On the potential of the running back group: 
“I feel like we have a very high ceiling. We haven't really scratched the surface. We’re really just getting 
started. I know it’s a little late in the season but we’re finally starting to get rolling on the run game. It’s 
just something to easily build onto. Something to easily get better with and just keep rolling week in and 
week out.” 
 
On his personal process of getting back to form: 
“It’s definitely been a process just trying to stay strong mentally, having gone through what I went through 
but there’s a great group of guys that I work with every day and they make it so easy for me to come in the 
building and just enjoy myself and enjoy my time and want to get better and work to get better so I really 
give a lot of credit to the guys in that building and in that locker room that just helped me get back to 
where I want to be.” 
 
On the toughness of the team: 
“Just hand the ball off to the backs and we just show how physical we are in the backfield and our 
offensive line, you can get excited about. Those run plays, they want to come off on guys and I feel like we 
equally want to show people how physical we are so the offensive line and running backs, we stay on the 
same page. We want to run, we want to show guys how physical we are. I feel like the more success we 
have, the more we will continue to grow in that area.” 
 


