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PFWA Pool Reporter Zach Berman Interview with NFL Referee Alex Kemp 
 

The two plays I’m asking about are the personal foul at the end of the game and then the fumble by 
Dallas Goedert earlier in the fourth quarter. On the personal foul, what did the officials see on the 
play and what prompted that to be a penalty? 
“That was my call. I had ruled the quarterback had clearly given himself up. Therefore, he is down and a 
defenseless player. The contact by Philadelphia No. 55 was not only late but also to the head and neck 
area.” 
 
So, the penalty there was for the late hit and for a hit to the head, not one or the other? 
“It is one and the same. The late hit was to the head and neck area.” 
 
On Dallas Goedert’s fumble, what was seen there and why was there no face mask call on that play? 
“We didn’t see a face mask on the field. As far as the review, we were reviewing whether he was down 

by contact or whether it was a fumble and then whether the Washington player who recovered the ball 

was also down by contact.” 

 

 

Eagles Head Coach Nick Sirianni 
 

Q. Did you get an explanation from the refs on that call on DE Brandon Graham at the end of the 

game? (Eliot Shorr-Parks) 

NICK SIRIANNI: No, I did not. It kind of went right from there they called it. Then we were right into 

playing again. I didn’t get a chance to talk to them.  

 

Q. What was your opinion of it? (Jeff McLane)  

NICK SIRIANNI: That’s not what lost us the football game. I’d have to watch it on tape again. I saw it live. 

I kind of looked down the field. They have a tough job. I’ll look at it, but that’s not at all what lost us the 

football game.  

 

Q. What lost you the game? (Jeff McLane)  

NICK SIRIANNI: That’s pretty simple. The three turnovers lost us the game. The time of possession losses 

you the game. We lost it together: offense, defense, special teams, we lost it together. That’s what lost 

us the game.  

 

Q. What did you think of the TE Dallas Goedert fumble? Looked like a face mask on the play. Did you 

get an explanation? There was a long stoppage. (Marcus Hayes)  

NICK SIRIANNI: I didn’t. We have to have better ball security there. We take a lot of pride in the way we 

protect the football. We were obviously loose with it there, that’s how they got it out. The defense did a 

nice job of stopping them there, so we held them to three.  

 

Looking at my decision on that, I know he made the one at the end of the first half. I didn’t think that 

was easy for him thinking about the line of where he kicked it from and where the ball was. 
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Obviously second thought, he made it, so I should have accepted it. He misses it, then that's the way it 

goes.  

 

So, I had to be convicted with the decision. I was, and he made it. But whether it was a face mask or 

whether it wasn't a face mask, it's hard for them to see at that time. I get it.  

 

We have to protect the ball better, and we didn't do a good job of that all game. We were loose with the 

football, and it came out and they got it.  

 

Q. I know it's hard to tell in the moment, but WR Quez Watkins’ big reception, 50 yards, and obviously 

Commanders CB Benjamin St.-Juste was able to get it out from behind. What did you see there? (John 

McMullen)  

NICK SIRIANNI: That's something that we talk about and we think about, that you're susceptible getting 

up off the ground. You want to teach him to be aggressive, and if he’s not seeing behind him, then get 

up off the ground, maybe run for a touchdown.  

 

We are also aware that the defense is taught to take a swipe at that ball when you are getting up off the 

ground kind of the same way as when you're going to the ground. The ball is loose sometimes when 

you're that way.  

 

We have to do a better job of coaching that. We have to think of a drill to do that. We talk about it, but 

obviously we didn't execute it today. So, as a coach you put yourself in that situation first and say, ‘How 

do I fix that?’ So, we'll have to do a drill where we're getting up off the ground, protecting it, and if there 

are bodies around us, we have to stay down on the ground.  

 

Like I said, we talk about it, but I didn't put Quez in that scenario in drills. We'll get better from this as 

coaches, and I know Quez will as well.  

 

Q. Do you get a sense from the players and the coaches in the locker room after the game that this 

was a lost opportunity, that you had many opportunities to win this game and just gave it away? (Sal 

Paolantonio)  

NICK SIRIANNI: I give them a lot of the credit. I think that's a good football team. I have a lot of respect 

for [Commanders Head] Coach [Ron] Rivera, and so I don't ever like to say we lost it. They played and 

they played well.  

 

But we know that we made mistakes, right? We made uncharacteristic mistakes, so it's a both and. 

You're not pleased with -- I give them all the credit, but know that we didn't play our type of game. We 

made mistakes. We had penalties. We had uncharacteristic fumbles. We threw an interception.  

 

We didn't do a good enough job. There are some things back that we want as calls. I didn't do a good 

enough job coaching this week. Yeah, you feel upset because you lost the game and you made a lot of 

mistakes. We made a ton of mistakes. That loses you football games in this league. You turn the ball 

over like that, that’ll lose you the football game in this league.  
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Q. You made a lot of mistakes, and some of the calls were freakish; do you focus on that or do you 

say, you know what, we're 8-1, this is one blip? (Reporter)  

NICK SIRIANNI: I think whether the calls were bad or whether the calls were good or whatever it was, I 

think when you play the way we did tonight, when you play the way we did on all three phases, offense, 

defense, special teams, coaching, right, when you play like that, it does seem like everything is going 

against you.  

 

You create your own luck and we played like crap. We didn't do a good enough job. It feels like things go 

against you. Those plays, those scenarios that happen when you play like that get magnified, whether it 

was the right call or wrong call.  

 

So, we made our own luck today and it was bad.  

 

Q. What did you think of the run defense? And were the adjustments in the second half focused on 

the run defense? (Eliot Shorr-Parks)  

NICK SIRIANNI: Second half I thought the defensive coaches did a nice job of adjusting and held them to 

really three points there.  

 

I mean, the offense, we fumbled. Gave them a free three there, and obviously the last play of the game. 

I thought the defense -- hats off to our defensive coaches making the adjustments at halftime, but it 

can't be that long before we make our adjustments, and we have to do it even quicker.  

 

With that being said, they were five yards on first down, two yards on second down, or three yards on 

second down and converting on third -- I mean, they had 21 third downs. That's a lot.  

 

So, they stuck to their game plan. I respect that. [Commanders Offensive Coordinator] Scott Turner did a 

good job calling it. They stuck to their game plan and kept us on the field for an awfully long time.  

 

I do think the adjustments we made were good, but we can't start off flat. We can't let them get 20 and 

then go in and then go from there. So, we have to do even better. Sometimes when the offense is -- I 

think we had one where we turned it over, so the defense was out there a lot, and that's hard, too.  

 

Like I say, it's a full-team game. Like if offense goes -- I think we went a three-play drive, we had a couple 

big plays, and we threw an interception, like they're making those adjustments right there.  

 

Then they went right down and scored off that, off 90 yards. They took the ball all the way down the 

field.  

 

So, I want everybody to understand that it's like, yeah, we have to make the adjustments and I'm saying 

that, but they didn't have time to because we didn't keep the ball on offense.  

 

That's why it's a team game. We started 8-0 together. We lost this game together. We're going to move 

on together. We'll get better from this.  
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Q. Are you concerned? You have Colts RB Jonathan Taylor, Packers RB Aaron Jones, Titans RB Derrick 

Henry coming up. (Marcus Hayes)  

NICK SIRIANNI: I am only worried about Jonathan Taylor at this point.  

 

Q. Do you know what I am saying though? You didn't do very well against running. That seems to be 

your Achilles' Heel since you lost DT Jordan Davis. How do you address that? (Marcus Hayes)  

NICK SIRIANNI: Obviously, we have to go look at this tape. We'll look at this tape and see what went 

down on this game, knowing that, hey, when you show that a team attacks a place, we're going to see it 

again, right, and then we're going to see that again.  

 

So, we'll work like crazy to get it fixed, and we understand that that will be the narrative of how to beat 

us. We have to own that and fix it, and we will.  

 

Q. What did you say to your team after the game? (Chris Murray)  

NICK SIRIANNI: Pretty much right what I just said to Eliot [Shorr-Parks]. Hey, we started 8-0 together. We 

lost tonight together. We move on together and we pick ourselves up together, because we lost this 

game together. We truly lost this game together. Uncharacteristic things that we did, and let's get better 

from this.  

 

Q. WR A.J. Brown seemed to be limping after that first reception a little bit. Was he okay? (John 

McMullen)  

NICK SIRIANNI: I mean, he kept playing. He toughed out what he was going through right there. I have a 

lot of respect for that, that he was able to tough that out and be out on the field, because he demands a 

lot of respect out there.  

 

Q. Did that shift things for you, though? (John McMullen)  

NICK SIRIANNI: We still want to be able to get him the football, and I know he didn't get it as much 

tonight, and it shifted to [WR] DeVonta [Smith] a little bit more and [WR] Quez [Watkins] made some 

plays.  

 

But they did a good job taking him away. 

 

 

Eagles QB Jalen Hurts 
 

On what the team learns from a game like this: 

“It is the same message that has always been delivered. After our wins is the same message delivered 

after our losses. We have to control the things that we can. When we came out here today, we did not 

do that. We didn’t do it and today it got us. It is very important to control the things that you can, 

control your ball security, and knowing where the operational play is supposed to go. Just execution. 

Those are all things that we control and do a better job of that.”  

 

On why the team struggled to execute: 
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“It was just an overall lack of detail and execution. Today it got us. I think there have been games in the 

past where you would hear us say leaving money on the table, opportunities that we didn’t take 

advantage of. I look at this game and we were repeat offenders of that and today it got us. It’s 

something we have to learn from. It is something we already know and it is something we have to fix 

and control the things we can in the end when we are out on the field.” 

 

On whether it was difficult sitting on the sideline for a lot of the game and whether that affects the 

rhythm: 

“It is not the best feeling. You have different teams that have different approaches how they want to go 

about the game. They did an excellent job on offense and executed at a high level. I think for us 

offensively we executed offensively good enough. We turned the ball over. We were not efficient 

enough. Nothing was enough. There is a lot of reflection being held right now and I think it is an 

opportunity for us to grow. That is the same message.  

 

On whether there were execution issues on the last offensive series:  

“We just had a sack and had some penetration. I tried to make a play and I got sacked. Another miscue 

up front. Had an issue and lack of detailing with what we were doing.” 

 

On  the play when TE Dallas Goedert fumbled the ball and had his face mask pulled: 

“We can go all day about that. I think in reality, in the end, it’s about us doing the things that we can and 

controlling the things that we can. I think tonight we weren’t doing that at a high level. Today it got us. It 

doesn’t get you until it gets you and today it got us. We learn from it and we move forward.” 

 

On if the loss is on the Eagles did themselves or what the Commanders did: 

“It’s on us. It’s a great football team and they are well coached. I think with the uncharacteristic 

mistakes that we’ve made, things that we haven’t really done all year in terms of our formula for 

winning football games. We go out there and turn the ball over like that, not so good things happen. We 

have to do a better job as a team, everybody, attention to detail, our focus, coming in to practice this 

week with a different type of hunger and going out there and playing our best ball. That’s our challenge 

every week.” 

 

On this loss being an opportunity to grow and focus on details: 

“My message to [the team] this morning and before the game ironically was hungry dogs run faster. 

When you win, they say it’s hard to keep the hunger, and I think this team is in a position to dictate on 

how we want to respond to this adversity, this obstacle in our way. What is done is done, so there is a 

what now mentality. And I know my mentality moving forward. I know my attention to detail in terms of 

my preparation and how that will look moving forward. I know my eagerness to play to the standard 

moving forward. I know what that is. I know how this team will respond, and I have confidence in this 

football team” 

 

On having a short week and getting back at it: 

“You play the cards you’re dealt. I think this is an opportunity to learn a lot about ourselves. It’s a so 

what now mentality.” 
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On not being 17-0: 

“I wasn’t entertaining it at all. You obviously want to win all of the games we play in. Tonight wasn’t our 

night. The message for me is control the things that you can. When you do that, you have a pretty good 

opportunity to be victorious in the end. How do you do it? You prepare, attention to detail, the energy 

you have, the approach, the mentality towards it, and ultimately playing together.” 

 

On his message to Eagles WR Quez Watkins after he fumbled: 

“Next play. Next play. Like I said, we had opportunities. We had opportunities. I’m sitting there on the 

sidelines. They’re giving us these opportunities. Let us win this game. We didn’t take advantage of the 

opportunities we had, like I said. We turned the ball over. Very uncharacteristic mistakes. Those are 

things that I know that every individual in the locker room take personally, and we’re eager to fix and 

we’re eager to have another opportunity to express ourselves on the field. So, we’ve got to look 

ourselves in the mirror after this one. Take the steps we need to take and acknowledge the things we 

need to fix them.” 

 

On whether or not their strong turnover margin from the first eight games was sustainable: 

“It’s about the standard. I think every football team: pop warner, high school, college, NFL, they preach 

to protect the ball. They preach to score touchdowns. They preach all these things because it’s football 

101. Fundamentals. [The Commanders] played a great game tonight. That was a really good opponent 

we played tonight and they showed up and played well. In terms of us controlling the things we can 

control, our ball security. Knowing the operation of what we’re supposed to do and where we’re 

supposed to be. And doing it with the right detail and fundamentals. That’s something that we can 

control. That will be an emphasis.” 

 

On the interception he threw tonight: 

“It happens. I think it happens.” 

 

On maintaining the hunger to win games: 

“I think in the end, it’s about how you respond regardless of what’s in front of you. How do you respond 

to this scenario? How do you respond to that scenario? How do you respond to the feeling of joy? How 

do you respond to the feeling of pain? I’ve got a good feeling on how we’ll respond.” 

 

 

Eagles RT Lane Johnson 
 

On how the locker room will respond after this loss: 

“We’ll respond. We’ve got some good teams coming up. Of course, you know, we’ll re-energize. You 

know, you can learn a lot from losses.” 

 

On what the team can learn from this loss: 

“Just little things. It all comes down to ball security. Like I said, we had plenty of chances to win this 

game. There’s nobody to blame. It is what it is. Limited snaps in the first half but what can you do?” 
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On whether being on the field infrequently affected the tempo of the game: 

“I mean, every game is different. Not every game is going to be perfect and well-balanced. Like I said, we 

had plenty of chances during the second half to win this game and y’all saw it, everybody else saw it.” 

 

 

Eagles WR Quez Watkins 
 

On the fumble in the fourth quarter: 

“Honestly, I was just trying to make a play. I know I didn’t get touched and I knew I had left him behind, 

so I just wanted to get up and get some extra yards.” 

 

On whether he had good security on the ball and if the defender made a good play: 

“Honestly, I didn’t have good ball security. It is always taught and I didn’t have it and it cost us.” 

 

On whether there was anyone on the sideline trying to keep his head up: 

“Guys were trying to keep me going and keep me positive and telling me that we still have some football 

left.” 

 

On the mistakes by the offense in tonight’s games:  

“Honestly, we just didn’t play our brand of football. We didn’t play detailed and we didn’t protect the 

football. That is what we normally do and it’s not what we did tonight.” 

 

 

Eagles LB T.J. Edwards 
 

On Eagles WR A.J. Brown saying he’s glad the narrative of a perfect season is over: 

“It is what it is. You don’t win every game, and it’s the NFL. Every team in this league has really good 

players, a really good offense, a really good defense, and really good special teams, so you’ve got to be 

at your best every game. They made more plays than we did but I think he’s kind of alluding to the fact 

that we’re excited to get back to work and fix this.” 

 

On his assessment of how the defense has been playing on third down: 

“I think third and short has a lot to do with it, but just success on working as a cohesive unit and 

executing better. But, it happens. We made some good plays, some good catches, some good throws 

and we’ll be better for sure.” 

 

 

Eagles DE Brandon Graham 
 

On takeaways from tonight’s game: 

“Today, we just give the credit to Washington. They put us in some positions where we did some 

uncharacteristic things but credit to them. They came out and played. One of these games that I wish I 

could have that call back, but at the end of the day, we wish we could have a bunch of calls back. But 
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you know what? They won. For me, I just want to make up for it by what I do next week, how I respond. 

I’m going to take that one on the chin. Of course, we’re all going to just flush it and move on. But I’m 

definitely going to take that one and make sure I don’t let the team down in a situation like that.” 

 

On whether the refs offered an explanation on the penalty he received in the fourth quarter: 

“We can’t put the game in the refs’ hands. In that position, I just have to know if he goes down, it’s okay. 

For me, I was just hustling to the play trying to make sure he was down and just trying to get off the 

field.” 

 

On whether he saw Commanders QB Taylor Heinicke go down: 

“I was just trying to touch him down, because it just looked like he was going to get up. You just never 

know. But that’s on me. I own that one. That’s on me.” 

 

 

Eagles CB Darius Slay 
 

On whether the defense was gassed by the end of the game: 

“I wasn’t gassed because I am in good shape, but we were out there for a long time. That is on us. We 

kept allowing them to get in manageable downs to convert and that is on us. We have to do better than 

that. We know we are better than that. It was a great opportunity, but now we have another one 

coming up.” 

 

On the message from the leaders after the first loss: 

“Just keep moving forward like everything else. Move forward and onto the next one. We are going to 

get ready for Indianapolis. The only thing I can say is how disappointing it is because it was a division 

game. Other than that, nobody is perfect, but we will have to execute better as a group.” 

 

On hearing about DE Brandon Graham taking responsibility for the penalty and whether he needs to 

make sure he is good moving forward: 

“[Eagles DE Brandon Graham] is alright. BG is a leader and our soul. He and [Eagles C Jason] Kelce are 

the soul of this team. BG does what BG does and hustles hard and plays hard. I am with him. [stuff] 

happens. He is not perfect. [stuff] happens. I had a penalty. I gave them a first down. He is alright. We 

are good.” 

 

 

Commanders Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 

On the 40 minutes time of possession: 

“Absolutely with the exception of the first turnover. The guys did the things that the coaches put 

together. It really was the guys sticking to the plan. The coaches stuck to their plan. We found one of the 

best ways to slow [Eagles QB] Jalen Hurts down and keep him off the field. We were fortunate we were 

able to do that today.” 
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On Commanders Offensive Coordinator Scott Turner’s game plan: 

“We felt if we could control the line of scrimmage and run the ball, we could slow things down. That’s 

what we were able to do. I mean, the dude’s a dynamic quarterback. He’s done a heck of a job. And 

[Eagles QB] Jalen [Hurts] is not a bad guy either.” 

 

On what a win like this means to him: 

“It means a lot just because the guys were able to stay focused on what’s important. What they did on 

the football field was important. It resonates with those guys and you hear them in the locker room 

right now. The hard work is beginning to pay off. Things have turned a corner that’s starting to pay off. 

Our young guys are stepping up. Defense making the plays that they did. The young guys on special 

teams making plays. [Commanders LB] Jamin Davis playing the way he’s been playing lately. The wide 

receiving crew. [Commanders WR] Terry [McLaurin] and those guys are unbelievable. There’s a lot of 

guys that deserve a lot of credit in that locker room.” 

 

On starting slow this year and continuing the momentum: 

“Well I think the basic thing is just, you know, it took a little something to grow. That’s all part of it. You 

kind of feel like you start over and then you have to get everybody back onto the same page.” 

 

On whether he feels like this is one of the most complete games since he’s been with Washington: 

“The only disappointment is we got down into the red zone a couple of times and we kicked field goals. 

Against really good teams, unless you kick a whole bunch of field goals like we did, it’s going to be hard 

to beat them. We were fortunate on that.” 

 

On whether the run game turned out better than imagined: 

“Yes. It really did just because we were able to sustain those drives. Somebody told me it was the first 

time there were four drives that lasted that long with that many plays. That seems about right.” 

 

On the turnover battle: 

“I give credit to [Commanders Defensive Coordinator] Jack [Del Rio] and the defensive staff because it’s 

one of the things they talked about. One thing we did talk about was trying to protect the ball as much 

as we could mostly because there are stats out there that talk about them and their takeaways. For 

every takeaway battle that they win, it’s a seven and a half point swing. Every time they get a short field, 

they put it in the end zone. The first series we freaking do the thing you’re not supposed to do. After 

that they settled in. The offense responded. The defense responded. The special teams did their usual 

thing.” 

 

On the Quarterback situation: 

“I’ll talk to you guys tomorrow. We’ll talk about that then.” 

 

On what he liked from Commanders QB Taylor Heinicke: 

“His grit. Just the way he plays. He’s a guy that’s hard to beat the underdog mentality sometimes. That’s 

like I told you. That’s him.” 

 

On whether the personal foul on Commanders QB Taylor Heinicke was the right call: 
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“Yes. He took a knee. Then took a second knee and got hit. Prior to that snap on that play we were 

trying to throw a slant to [Commanders WR] Terry [McLaurin] and Terry got off the line but for whatever 

reason I didn’t think Taylor [Heinicke] wanted to throw it. He held onto it and kind of scrambled around 

a little bit and then took a knee.” 

 

On whether he sees growth in Commanders QB Taylor Heinicke by taking the knee and penalty: 

“Very much so. It’s one of the things that he’s learning. Take what’s given. The interception he threw he 

had a couple of underneath guys he could have gone with but he went for the home run.” 

 

On whether or not there is a joy in the play of the Commanders coming together: 

“There is because you feel like you’re right, you know what I’m saying? In a situation like this, I’ve always 

felt that we have got the kind of guys in that locker room that can do things, and we’re starting to see it 

come together. And we’ve still got a ways to go, and we’ve still got a lot to learn. We’ve got to be careful 

because we’re going to go up against a Houston team that I promise you is going to be very well 

coached. Knowing [Houston Texans Head] Coach [Lovie] Smith, the way he coaches those guys, we’re 

going to be in for a real battle. They did a pretty good job against [the Eagles] as well, so we’ve got to 

enjoy this and get past it and start getting ready on Wednesday.” 

 

On the importance of the getting three points at the end of the first half: 

“That’s huge just because of the fact that you don’t want to go into the halftime pretty much even 

because they’ll come out, they’ll get the ball first and who knows what happens. So, if you can put 

points on the board and steal a possession, and we were able to do that.” 

 

On why the Commanders were aggressive tonight: 

“I think just because of the way we came together. It’s one of those things that you see those 

opportunities and you just felt like you have to do it.” 

 

On the play of Commanders WR Terry McLaurin tonight: 

“Terry was terrific. Really appreciated the way he did things and wanting the ball. It’s like when we said 

it, when we agreed to the contract this summer, I told you, this was an organizational decision. A young 

man like that impacts who you are.” 

 

 

 

 

On Commanders RB Brian Robinson getting into a rhythm: 

“Pretty dynamic to me. Those two and three yarders looked pretty good. That’s the big part: the thing 

that you have to understand is that the one thing that you’ve got to do is that you’ve got to stick with it. 

You’ve got to pound on it because, again, it opened up the opportunity to throw the ball down field.” 

 

On the play of the team’s young DBs: 

“That’s about growth. When you start looking at what we’re getting from those young guys, they’re 

coming into their own right now. [Commanders CB] Benjamin St-Juste is coming into his own. 

[Commanders S] Darrick Forrest is really taking the next step to the point where we trust him so much 
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where we moved [Commanders S] Bobby [McCain] down into the nickel positon just to make sure we’ve 

got who we feel are three of our really good DBs. We’ve got a good mixture in there. I know we talked 

about it, but [Commanders LB] Jamin [Davis] continues to grow. There’s a lot of positive things that are 

happening. We’ve got a ways to go before we’re really where we want to be, but this is just showing 

what we can do.” 

 

On what a win like this can do for his group: 

“Same thing. There’s nothing solidified right now in this league with the way things are going you’ve got 

to take them one game at a time. Once we enjoy this and we come back to work on Wednesday, now 

it’s time to focus and get ready for Houston because, like I said, this is going to be a very well-coached 

team.” 

 

On if this win could compare to last year’s win against Tampa Bay by sparking a win streak: 

“Yeah, but we have to follow it up. We just can’t lay back and say, ‘Okay we’ve arrive,’ because we have 

not arrived.” 

 

On his biggest takeaway from tonight’s game: 

“Just the resilience. We can run the ball. We have to commit to it and we have to stay with it. And off of 

it, we’ll feed off of it with the play action passes and stuff like that. But for now, the biggest thing we 

have to do now, more so than anything else, is we’ve got to understand where we are. Who we are and 

what we can do.” 

 

On why the Commanders had third down success tonight: 

“Because we were in third and five or less.” 

 

On the internal battle of realizing where the team needs to get: 

“That’s a huge battle because, again, there’s a lot of things that play into it, especially when you’re a 

young football team. You’ve got a lot of young guys out there. Are we good enough? Can we do it? Well, 

hell, we played a pretty good game last week against a pretty good football team in Minnesota. And had 

a chance to win that game. And coming into this game, we felt we had an opportunity. We really did, 

and I told the guys, ‘Don’t worry about what’s going on out there. Just stay focused on what’s important. 

I’ll handle all the interesting stuff.’ And they did that. And then we went into this with the attitude that 

you can’t be surprised. Don’t be surprised after the game. And I told the guys that, and even heard one 

of the guys say it, but that’s what we talked about. Don’t be surprised.” 

 

 

Commanders QB Taylor Heinicke 
 

On what was key for the offense: 

“A big part of it was running the ball. We saw it on film against the Texans that they were getting after 

them a little bit. We felt like we had a good offensive line and running backs to do the same thing. So 

run the ball and stay on the field during third downs. I think we converted a lot of third downs today. 
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We kept our offense on the field and their offense off and we had long sustaining drives where we got in 

the redzone and we scored. If we can keep doing that I feel really good about this team.” 

 

On what a win like this does for the team: 

“It’s huge. We were on a good run for a little bit and I feel like we let them [Vikings] go a little bit last 

week and we could have won. To bounce back and to go against an undefeated Philadelphia team at 

their place on Monday Night Football, to battle like that and get a win like that is huge for us.” 

 

On playing with WR Terry McLaurin: 

“I’ve said this before you paid the guy a lot of money in the offseason for a reason because he continues 

to make big plays. So when we have one on one with Terry we like that. Whenever I see one on one with 

Terry I get excited and I have full confidence in him to win because he continues to do so but other guys 

keep getting open as well. I want to credit this win to the defense, offensive line and [Commanders K] 

Joey Slye making some big time field goals. It was a great team effort.” 

 

On two of the biggest plays coming from throwing the ball away: 

“That last play there we kind of call it ‘slant for [Commanders WR] Terry [McLaurin]’ and it was one of 

those plays where if he’s open give it to him, if he’s not take a sack. I was not going to throw it unless he 

was wide open. I didn’t want anything crazy to happen and when I took that knee and I saw them still 

coming at me I was hoping they would hit me and they did. It was a mistake on their end and we’ll live 

with it.” 

 

On what this win means for him personally: 

“It’s huge. Again we were on a three or four game winning streak there and lost to the Vikings last week 

which I felt like we could have won. To bounce back and go against a really good team in the Eagles’ 

place on Monday night is huge. Not just for me but for the whole team.” 

 

On what this win meant for his career: 

“I would probably say it’s the biggest win of my career. Again it’s a division opponent undefeated in 

their place on Monday night. Can’t get much better than that.” 

 

On his development in his career: 

“Yeah even just from last year I feel a lot more comfortable out there and a lot more confident. I just 

understand what I need to do and what not to do in order to win games. To get a win like this is a huge 

confidence booster for the team and we’ll keep going.” 

 

 

On the snap that went over his head: 

“We were at midfield and I felt like it wasn’t a crazy bounce and I picked it up clean and made sure I 

wasn’t about to get hit and tried to get outside the box and get past the line of scrimmage. That might 

have been one of the biggest plays that no one is really going to talk about.” 

 

On getting to a .500 record and staying in the NFC playoff hunt: 
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“We take it one game at a time. Our sole focus is on the Texans for next week, but we understand where 

we’re at, and we just need to keep winning. The guys come in every day and work hard so I’m very 

excited about where we’re at.” 

 

On whether he will be disappointed if QB Carson Wentz is reinserted as the starter: 

“Not at all. I said it back in OTAs that we brought Carson in to be a starter. If my number is called, I’ll be 

ready to go in. Whatever decision they want to make, let’s go. If I’m backing up Carson next week, great. 

I’m going to help him in any way that I can to get ready for that Texans game. The biggest thing for me is 

let’s just go win. Let’s keep winning whether it means playing or not.” 

 

On whether he feels he played well enough to remain the starting quarterback: 

“I don’t know. There are a lot of mistakes that I’ve made through the games. But again, it’s one of those 

things where if my number is called and I have to play, let’s go out there and play, and I’m going to try to 

do that to the best of my ability. So we’ll see what happens.” 

 

On whether he realized that the Washington offense possessed the ball for 40 minutes in the game: 

“I didn’t realize how long we had the ball until I kind of looked up and saw the stat at one point where 

we had the ball something like 30 minutes, and they had it for only like six or seven [minutes]. That’s a 

recipe for winning – keeping their offense off the field and converting third downs. That’s the best way 

to win.” 

 

On being able to take the Philadelphia crowd out of the game: 

“At the beginning of the game, you could hear them. But when you continue to have those 16 play 

drives and you’re continuing to convert third downs, you can hear them get silent. It’s a beautiful noise 

for us on offense at away games so hopefully we can keep doing that.” 

 

On whether tonight’s performance marks the most complete game played by the team this season:  

“As a whole team, yes all around. Special teams balled out and [K] Joey [Slye] made some big time field 

goals. The punt coverage team was great. The defense played great, and the offense stayed on the field. 

In all three phases, I think we did really well.” 

 

On his key takeaway from tonight’s victory: 

“That we’re capable. Throughout the year, it’s been so tough because we’ve had our ups and downs. But 

right now we’re playing really well. Like I said before, we feel like we kind of let one slip against the 6-1 

Vikings, and now we just went and beat undefeated Philly at their place. We have a lot of confidence 

and guys are feeling good about the team. We’re just excited to keep working.” 

 

 

Commanders WR Terry McLaurin 
 

On building towards a win like this: 

“I think it is really hard to win in the NFL and when we came off the loss last week it was really tough 

because we put ourselves in a great position to win that game. Unfortunately, sometimes the ball 
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doesn’t roll your way, but I feel like also we left some plays on the field and we could have done a lot 

better job finishing. I think this week against an undefeated team we did a lot better job finishing. The 

defense did a great job getting them off the field, limiting their great run game. On offense, we ran the 

ball effectively, we made plays down the field. It just felt like a game that we really were physical, and 

we executed the game plan going into this game. So, when you do that, especially against a good 

opponent, I think you set the standard of what this team can be. Obviously, there is a lot in between to 

make sure that is consistent and it’s on us to look at the film and see what we can do better going into 

the Texans next week and see how we can keep this going. I think we played at a high level. Wasn’t 

perfect at all but I’m just proud of the way we fought today.” 

 

On the success on third down and dominating the time of position: 

“That is the kind of football that we like to play, honestly. [Commanders Offensive Coordinator] Coach 

[Scott] Turner and our offensive staff really put an emphasis on the last few weeks of sustaining these 

drives and that’s a big deal and how you do that is converting on third downs. We did a great job against 

Green Bay, Vikings we were okay. When we are able to sustain those drives that allow our line to lean 

on the d-lines that we are going against and really run behind the guys that we have. We have great 

backs in [Commanders RB] Antonio [Gibson], B-Rob [Commanders RB Brian Robinson], J-Will 

[Commanders RB Jonathan Williams] and all those guys in that room. We just did a great job of staying 

ahead of the chains. I think we have done a great job of moving the ball this year but when we have 

those self-inflicted penalties, those negative plays, it really hinders what you can do. I think today we did 

a great job of staying ahead of the sticks and we were able to kind of dictate and stay with our game 

plan.” 

 

On Commanders QB Taylor Heinicke’s performance tonight: 

“Yeah, he’s been great for us since he’s got here, honestly. He just prepares at a very high level, I know I 

say it time and time again but he really plays every play like it’s his last. He plays with no fear, 

everything’s not pretty. He is going to continue to give us chances to make plays down the field on the 

perimeter, he is going to extend plays with his legs and get the tough yards. He is going to get us in the 

right situations. You just feel confident with a guy back there like that. I think I’ve said this before, a lot 

of people want to measure his height, his arm, all those things. You can’t measure what’s inside of his 

chest and I think we all realize that. It’s just been great to see him have success and put us in position to 

win games.” 


