
 

 

 

January 7, 2022 

 Head Coach Ron Rivera 

 

On the team extending T Charles Leno Jr.: 

"Well, one of the things obviously is he's a left tackle. The way he played, he finished ranked the sixth best left 

tackle in the league. So, we feel pretty strongly about bringing him back and having him be part of what we're 

trying to do." 

 

On if he thought there was a potential to sign Leno Jr. long-term when they originally signed him this 

offseason: 

"We were. I mean, you get an opportunity to watch him on tape and see how steady he is and just the 

consistency in which he plays. We saw that again and we saw it at a high level. Finishing up this year it was 

gonna be a priority for us in the offseason. So, why not go ahead and take advantage of the opportunity." 

 

On how much a relief it is to secure the left tackle position: 

"Well, it takes a lot of pressure off you, that's for sure going forward. It lessens the urgency in terms of that 

whole group. It's a good group. It's a good group of guys. We love the depth that we have on it. We love the 

continuity. So again, it's something we wanna be able to take care of that group going forward. You know, you 

guys saw how valuable it was for us during a certain stretch of the season. It's just one of those things that we 

wanna make sure we were ready to go."  

 

On what he observed from Leno Jr. this season that may have enhanced Leno's value: 

"The way he effects the other guys around him. He had a tremendous rapport with the other offensive linemen. 

He had some leadership qualities I thought that were really good, in terms of his relationship with not just the 

offensive guys, but guys on the defensive side. Those are the kind of guys you want here, veteran guys that have 

had success, guys that understand what it takes and guys that are gonna do it the way that you need to have it 

done."  

 

On giving a long-term deal to an older player: 

"Well, first of all the position more so than anything else. That position tells you have to have a guy that can 

hold that spot down for a while. Secondly, as I said, one of the things that I really do value is the leadership 

quality that we saw from him. I think that was a real important one. The balance being, as you look at the 

number of young guys that we have in key backup positions, and to have a veteran guy in that group, I think 

really helps them."  

 

On if there are any players he plans to give more rest in this final game: 

"I wouldn't say that as much as we're talking about young guys that we wanna see play a little bit more." 

 

On what he saw from G Wes Schweitzer this season: 

"We saw a very stout, physical football player play with a little bit more confidence and I think feel and 

understanding of what we were doing offensively. You really saw that and that's why his loss was a big loss as 

well, as far as positional value. He plays guard and center and he was technically our third center. And playing 



 

 

well at that point and had played some guard for us this year. So, his value is really as to who he is as a football 

player is the way he plays and that's physical." 

 

On if Schweitzer could be a potential starter at guard:  

“I know this about him. He's the guy that gives us tremendous value because of his position flex.” 

 

On an update on how DE Montez Sweat is doing:   

“Not necessarily. Again, that's something that's kind of between us and him. We don't really wanna talk about 

that.”  

 

On DT Daron Payne:   

“I think he took a big step compared to last year. I really do. Again, it may not show in numbers and you're not 

gonna see that all the time from defensive tackles. What you have to see is the whole picture when it comes to 

those guys. I thought he was an explosive guy that got vertical, made some plays behind the line of scrimmage 

that we needed. I think he's a guy that's going to continue to grow. I do like his pass rush push. That's another 

thing, he can affect the quarterback because he can get that vertical push and that will inevitably help our 

defensive ends.” 

 

On where specifically Payne improved: 

“I like the way he gets vertical. I really do. There was a time when he was playing sideways when we first got 

here, and that was one of the things that we struggled with in terms of what we're trying to get him to 

understand. Because of his athleticism, his quickness, you want to see that first initial vertical step to get into 

those creases and just clog things up on the inside. You begin to really see it as the season progressed. As the 

year wore on, you just knew he understood and that's what we're starting to see even more.” 

 

On if he is hopeful that the Charles Leno contract could lead to locking up more players like RB J.D. 

McKissic and S Bobby McCain:  

“Well, I hope it is the beginning of starting to lock guys up because, again, if we can take care as many of these 

guys as possible before we get to free agency, that's a big boon us because it takes a lot of the pressure off of us 

going forward in terms of having personnel that we like. Guys that fit what we do already.” 

 

On if he has any intention of opening up contract talks with WR Terry McLaurin:   

“No, what we're gonna do is we're gonna evaluate our roster when we're finished this coming week and talk 

about all the guys that we have and what our future looks like with all these guys. I think outta that meeting, 

we'll to conclusions on a lot of these guys.” 

 

On his strategy for signing free agents:   

“No, not necessarily. I think the big thing is obviously fit and what you're hoping for. The big difference for the 

higher price guys is what the expectations are. I think that's the thing because those can easily disappoint where 

the guys with the lower expectations can easily please. That’s a combination of those things. The one thing you 

can never account for is when a guy or if a guy gets hurt.”  

 

On how much he has to factor in the quarterback position this offseason:   

“No. What we're gonna do is look at our football team and really decide what's the most important position. To 

us, it is quarterback, and we'll do what we have to do going forward. We're gonna look at every opportunity, 

every prospect, every situation, every circumstance. Hopefully as we go through this, we can come up with the 

right answer.” 



 

 

 

On the plan for WR Curtis Samuel this offseason:  

“Well, the plan for him is to get healthy first and foremost and  to get to a hundred percent or as close as we can 

get him. As far as where he’s gonna be, part of it is he'll be where he is, where he typically goes in the off 

season. And once we get ready for the opportunity to have these guys back, which will be when we start the 

OTA program, then we'll look to see guys come in.”  

 

On QB Kyle Allen playing on Sunday:  

“I think the biggest thing is if the situation is what I think we need to have he'll get an opportunity to play.” 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


