
 

 

 

January 6, 2022 

Offensive Coordinator Scott Turner  
 

On what sticks out to him when looking back on the season:  

“It's hard to say because we had a couple different games. I think I've talked about, there's two that just popped 

into my head right now because I've talked about this I think with you guys a lot that you gotta be able to try to 

win games different ways. So like the Tampa game, I thought the Tampa game was good because we were 

balanced. We ended up having a lead. I thought we ran the ball well, even though the numbers weren't 

necessarily great. It's a good run defense. We were able to stay balanced. Going back to early in the season, if 

you look at the Atlanta game, we didn't have a lot of possessions. I think like nine total possessions in that 

game, but we were very productive when we had the ball and we kept the ball and we finished with touchdowns 

and ended up scoring in the thirties somewhere. I can't remember exactly. But those were two different games 

where we kind of did it different ways. Those were good examples of how we'd like to play and execute 

offensively.” 

 

On how much he travels in the offseason:   

“Well, it differs from year to year. It's been a little different. Since I've been here, we have not traveled very 

much at all, but that's obviously because of all the COVID issues. I think and I'm just totally guessing here. I 

think that I’ll probably travel a little bit more. You’d like to see these guys in person as much as you possibly 

can. I haven't been to the Senior Bowl in a couple years. I'm not sure, we haven't talked about our schedule yet. 

There's a decent chance I think I'll end up going down there at least watching practices. The Combine is gonna 

be back to regular this year. We’ll go on the road for that. And then kind of once you get done with that first 

evaluation process, that's where you kind of set your schedule as far as like what pro days you wanna see. I 

went to a couple last year but probably be a few more this offseason.” 

 

On how he evaluates decision-making from quarterbacks at a collegiate level:   

“To me, it's off the tape. It's 90% off the tape and then you try to talk to their coaches a little bit. For the most 

part, if I watch the tape of a college offense, I have a pretty decent idea where the ball is supposed to go. If a 

guy's throwing a lot of interceptions, if he's forcing the ball to cover guys, if he's throwing the ball on a deep in 

route and the hook defender got a bunch of depth underneath it consistently, you can tell that's a bad decision or 

guy’s that consistently take completions that everything happens on time. You can see them working their eyes 

and feet through progressions. Even if the ball gets to a checkdown or the ball gets thrown on one hitch to a 

primary receiver, those are things that you can tell. You see that from watching the tape and then you just kind 

of double check that when you have conversations with the player to a certain extent. But then also if you try to 

talk to their college coaches and kind of confirm what you already know as far as like maybe what they're 

coached or not coached to do.” 

 

On QB Taylor Heinicke going forward:   

“I think Taylor's definitely going to be a factor. I think that it's been a up and down year. I think there's been 

some games where it's been good, and then there's some games that it hasn't been as good. I think you can say 

that for our entire offense. I've talked about this before, the quarterback gets the majority of the credit when it 

goes good and he gets the majority of the blame and probably neither one of them are fair. It’s the most 



 

 

important position in the sport and we aim to be as good as possible there. Whoever, if we do bring a guy in, if 

that happens and however that happens, Taylor's gonna be here. I know what his makeup is. I know he's gonna 

be ready to compete and he isn’t gonna give anybody anything. We're gonna evaluate everything after this 

game. We're gonna try to get it as good as we can at every position, but especially at that position.” 

 

On if this season revealed anything new about Taylor:   

“I wouldn't say it revealed anything, maybe it just kind of confirmed more. You know, the scientific method, 

you form a hypothesis. In my head, I had an idea of what it was gonna be like or how he would respond to 

certain things. I think for the most part, he confirmed that. I think whatever people wanna say about him, I think 

no one can deny his toughness, his fight. The players on the team, they love him, they respect him. All those 

guys play hard and play hard for him and battle for him. Those are the kind of things that I felt like we would 

see. And then, the more you play, it gets tough. You’re gonna see some difficult looks. Even the best 

quarterbacks in the world have bad games, so you're gonna get some of that. To me, it's how you respond from 

it and he's done a nice job of that. Even though the results didn't end up how we wanted them to per se, but I 

think he's kind of confirmed what I've already thought of him.” 

 

On the qualities he looks for when evaluating quarterbacks:   

“We talked about decision making, obviously. I think accuracy, you gotta be an accurate passer. There's degrees 

of that. You know what I mean? But the ball's gotta go where you want it to go. I think those two things really 

go hand in hand. There's like a list of attributes. Depending on the guy, it's like what's more important than the 

other? If a guy doesn't move as well, that's tough. It makes it tough to play. Well, he better have a really quick 

release and a strong arm. Those decisions better happen fast, and the ball's gotta come out. Maybe his arm isn't 

quite as strong, then the athleticism better be up there. His athleticism, his ability to move, to get outta the 

pocket. I think, ultimately, and we talked about this before, the most successful quarterbacks in this league over 

time are guys that are gonna beat you throwing the ball. You got guys like [Packers QB] Aaron Rodgers who 

has an unbelievable arm or like [Chiefs QB] Patrick Mahomes, unbelievable arm. They’ve got a lot of really 

good athleticism too, so they can extend plays. They're not runners, but they can take off and scramble if they 

need to. You look at that and that's what you want. There's not a lot of people like that walking the earth. You 

try to find the best that you can for different attributes. We’ve done a lot of different things offensively over the 

years. Whoever your quarterback is, you try to fit your offense to them. Ultimately, you have to throw the ball 

and you gotta throw the ball successfully and be able to be able to find completions.”  

 

On if there are traits and values that he thinks are more important to today's game: 

"No. I think there's even back like before when I was a kid watching football, like a guy like [former 

Philadelphia Eagles QB] Randall Cunningham was an unbelievable player and he could run around. Now 

there's more guys like that nowadays, but that's another skill, like a guy like [Baltimore Ravens QB] Lamar 

Jackson who's an MVP quarterback. Obviously he can be very successful. He's been hurt this year, I know that. 

But you can see it, like you can see that it works and they've fit their offense to fit the player. I think that's 

something that you have to do because there's not like just a line of prototypical guys lined up. You gotta find 

the best possible guy that you can with the resources you have available, whether it's free agency, on your roster 

already, or a draft pick. Then you gotta try to make that work." 

 

On what he wants to see from the younger players who play on Sunday: 

"Yeah, I think the guys that you mentioned, I think like a [WR] Dyami [Brown], he's made a couple big catches 

the last couple weeks. It'd be nice to see a little bit more of that. This just pops in my head right now with like 

[TE] John Bates, [he] has really done a nice job the last month or so of this season being kind of forced into 

having to play and really growing as a player. And I think that that's gonna go a long way for him going into the 



 

 

offseason and then building into his career. He's someone that fits in that category. A guy like [T] Sam Cosmi, 

I've been happy with him. He's had some bad luck whether it be injuries or COVID. So getting him back this 

week and getting him out there and finishing on a high note, that's something that'll be good. Those are the guys 

that kind of stick in my mind. I mean, our young guys, we're not really like gonna be playing anybody new this 

week. I mean, our young guys have kind of been playing. We've had some issues and guys have stepped up and 

had to play, but just to see them continue and then finish the season the right way. The way that I know that our 

guys will."  

 

On if RB J.D. McKissic exceeded expectations these past two seasons:  

"He's exceeded it. I mean, that was a big loss when he got hurt. He's so versatile and he gets yards in both the 

rushing and receiving game, he provides leadership to the group and he's an energy guy. I mean, we had guys 

step up as far as that aspect of it, the leadership and the energy, but just on the field, he is a security blanket for 

the quarterback. I didn't know him at all. I'd watched his tape. But he's one of the smartest players I've been 

around. He brings it every day. Really there's not many people, I don't think no one I've met that doesn't enjoy 

being around the guy. He can be a little annoying at times in a good way. He talks a lot [laughs]. No, but it was 

tough and hopefully he comes back healthy. I think he's a free agent, but hopefully we'll work something out 

there. He's exceeded my expectations for sure because like I said, I mean I saw the tape and you could see the 

skillset, but he brings so much more to the table just with his work ethic, his intelligence and just kind of his 

attitude." 

 

On signing an extension with T Charles Leno Jr.: 

"It's great. Charles has had a great year. He's our one offensive lineman that hasn't missed a start. He's another 

guy that I didn't know much about him other than when we came in, I met with him before he ended up signing 

here and he's a steady, steady guy. It's important to him. He's a serious guy. I was happy that we were able to 

get that done. That's gonna help us in the future going forward." 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


