
 

 

 

January 6, 2022 

Defensive Coordinator Jack Del Rio  
 

On how the linebackers performed last game:  

“Yeah, I thought we went in, had a good solid plan to slow on their rushing attack, which has been very, very 

strong throughout the year. The combination of players that we played, played well.” 

 

On S Bobby McCain: 

“Bobby gave us some good snaps throughout the course of the year. He was a nice addition for us. I think he 

does a great job of being prepared each week and working hard, communicating. Overall happy that we had 

him.”  

 

On what he does right after the season:  

“Well, it's a little bit of both. We'll do the plan, the head coach has in place and then to kind of finish the year 

and then we will dig in and have a very thorough off season, studying not only ourselves, but studying the 

league. You kind of get into that whole part of the job which is a thorough and analysis of yourself and 

thorough analysis of some of the trends in the league and making sure that you build your system accordingly.” 

 

On if he is coming back next season:  

“I don't even know what you're talking about. I mean, I'm not hopeful, I will be. Yeah.” 

 

On if there are certain things to look for that stand out before even looking back on the season:  

“Yeah. We'll have time to reflect on, on the year in it's totality. I know you're not gonna be talking with me as 

we go through that process, but the organization, the head coach, the person, we will be very thorough in our 

analysis of what we wanna do.” 

 

On CB William Jackson’s season: 

“Yeah, Will's a very talented player. We feel like we weren't able to bring that to the heights that we hoped in 

terms of his ability to impact us and help solidify and make our back end much stronger. He's a very talented 

player. We look forward to continuing to work with him.” 

 

On what it is to work on to get him to those heights:  

“This is a time of year where you can get into a lot of different discussions. I think for us we will all look at 

what we can do better and that's what we'll encourage our players to do. It's all of us working together to make 

sure we're as good as we can be going forward. I feel the same way about it, whether you guys were patting us 

on the back for a job well done, or whether you're trying to dig for who's to blame for a year that didn't go the 

way we all hoped it would. Our approach is gonna be very, very much the same. We're gonna analyze, we're 

gonna make sure that we study it and that we do everything in our power to put guys in position to make plays 

and that we help prepare them so that they understand exactly what they have to get done, and they can play at a 

higher level. I like to think that as a coach I've been able to help a lot of guys make a lot of money in this 

league. And so, when you do a good job and you play great football, everybody benefits.” 

 



 

 

On how his time as a media member shaped how he interacts with the media:  

“I think you learn through your years of experience. I certainly appreciate the job that you all do covering us. I 

think it's part of what makes the game so popular and having done that for a couple years with the ESPN, I 

understand the work that goes into it, the preparation, the time and that effort, the energy put forth to put, put 

out good content, knowledgeable content. So I think from that standpoint, I try to do as much as I can to help 

you understand. At the same time, gonna protect our players and our coaches and not get into a situation where 

you're not putting them in the best light.” 

 

On the biggest things for DE Chase Young to work on: 

“I would think the biggest thing right now is just to get healthy. He came in and saw me a couple days ago. 

Great to see him, he's in good spirits. He's a tremendous player, tremendous person. I know that we certainly 

want his impact throughout our off season and our off-season’s work. And I think that'll be an important thing 

for him and for us to have his presence. He's just one of those guys, a natural leader, you know, in terms of 

interactions with teammates and coaches and what not. I think his presence is very valuable.” 

 

On how important it is for him to improve on those areas: 

“I think every year you have to do that, you know, and this year was cut short. This year didn't start off with the 

high type of impact I know he'd like to have. So those are just motivators, you know, and in terms of digging in 

and having a really productive season, that'll be important for him.” 

 

On things he’s looked for in the past to know the team is clicking: 

“Well, I think, one thing that's been consistent is that in a year like this, I think you've seen continuous, I would 

call it sticking together and fighting hard. I think there's been grittiness, there's been determination that really 

hasn't waned and had the next man up. And we've had a lot of different scenarios and, and you know it can 

come off as sounding like excuses. but we're just talking, having a conversation. The reality is there was a lot 

that went on in the last year. And between COVID and people being pulled out for COVID, we've had several 

tragic incidents, deaths around the families and team. Just a lot of things other than football that have gone into 

it and then injuries. So, you know, you add it all up, it was a lot. But never was there a wave in the type of 

determination and willingness to come in, go to work, how to stick together and fight. And those things I think 

are important things. So that's the character part was strong. The performance needs to be better, and I know we 

will once we get done with this last opportunity to go play and have fun with each other against the Giants on 

Sunday. Then we'll turn our attention to getting better for next year.” 

 

On if this was the most challenging year coaching for him given the circumstances: 

“I haven't really looked at it like let's see which one was the toughest or which one was the most fun. I haven't 

looked at the coaching career and kind of looked and stacked it up that way. So, tough year, revealing year, I 

think in a lot of ways. And like I said, it's the week once we're done, the week after we'll begin that transition 

into the work that we do looking forward and I’m excited for that.” 

 

On what this year revealed the most about the defense: 

“Strong character. Yeah, I mean, a willingness to stick together, a willingness to continue to fight, prepare. I 

think it's really easy to talk about those things when it's going well and you're winning and everybody's happy. 

And I think that when you're able to illustrate those things when you're able to demonstrate those things and 

things are not going well. I think that's where true character is revealed.” 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


