
 

 

 

December 31, 2021 

 

Defensive Line Coach Sam Mills III 
 

On the DT Jon Allen and DT Daron Payne skirmish:   

“Two competitors, heat of the moment. They're brothers, those guys, they've known each other for a long time. 

They love each other, just the heat of the moment. You hate for private things to be public like that. Things 

happen and you move forward. So that's what we did.”  

 

On if that is a concern moving forward:  

“No. No. I mean, it's the same as when you fight with your brother. I don't know if you have a brother, but when 

you fight with your brother, you still have love for your brother and you move forward.” 

 

On Payne’s dad going on social media:  

“Oh, I'm not aware of anything that the family members said. I deal with the guys that are here.”  

 

On the defensive line the last few weeks: 

“Yeah. You know, due to circumstances of injury or COVID or what we've had to get used to just kind of 

rotating guys. The good thing about it is there's a lot of guys familiar with our system that have been here the 

last two years. So we kind of look forward to watching a young guy get in there and giving us what he's got and 

putting him in positions to be successful. But yeah, it has been a revolving door with some players in our 

position, but we're always prepared for it and we get those guys ready to go.” 

 

On the growth of the young guys:  

“Yeah, the biggest growth is in the preparation. You can see those guys asking questions, trying to learn, you 

know, what the opposing offense is gonna do, and then working together, understanding where each other's 

gonna be, doing different fronts that we we've even put in this season. Just it's different, not having the, the big 

four that we usually have. So, when you put different guys in different situations, you know, when you put DE 

Shaka Toney in, or when you put Nate [Orchard] or when you put B [Bradley-King] and you know, different 

things that they can do. Bunmi and Casey and James Smith-Williams. We've been pretty consistent with our 

tackles inside except for the one really big COVID week. Just kind of setting those guys up for success and kind 

of exploiting what they can do.” 

 

On if the line has hit its peak:  

“I think we've hit our peaks at times. It's just not consistent enough. And to be honest with you, I think we've hit 

our highs where we can play dominant brand of football. You know, we can play gap, sound, run defense, we 

can play collapsing pocket pass this sense. I just think consistency. We just have to do it more often. That's all it 

is. But I have seen a lot of growth out of this group. I've seen this group mature in, in certain ways and just 

consistency is the key.”  

 

On what prevents the line from the consistency:  

“I think in any season, I think consistency is what everybody's looking for in every position group. And I think 



 

 

the things that prevent you from it is, hey, it can be one guy just giving up a gap. It could be one guy giving up a 

rush, you know, and when you add those things up, that's what makes it inconsistent. The thing is, you keep 

reteaching, you don't make stuff up, you can keep reteaching and eventually they come together and it sticks 

and it means a lot. And it's important to 'em and it means a lot to this group and they're still working on it.” 

 

On if that is a function of immaturity:  

It can be a function. What coach spoke about, it could also be just a function of time on tasks. We practice for a 

reason and these guys keep doing it over and over for a reason. We don't do it just for the heck of it. We do it so 

that they get comfortable with it. And so it becomes part of you, you're not thinking about it, that's part of it.” 

 

On his father being a finalist for the hall of fame: 

“We were really excited about it, really proud knowing the hard work that he put in throughout his career with 

the two different teams and just kind of seeing that pro when you start with just wanting to be in a league and 

you started in the USFL and then getting in the NFL and just wanting to make a team, and then the next thing 

you know, you've made some all-pros and pro bowls. Just seeing that transition still now, it's really exciting and 

we're just proud and thankful.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


