
 

 

 

December 30, 2021 

Offensive Coordinator Scott Turner 
 

On these next two games: 

“Well, a couple ways to look at that. I mean, we've had a lot of guys, we're playing the guys that are available to 

play really at this point. I mean, as far as when you look at injuries or COVID or different things like that. I 

mean, we don't have a lot of guys that have just kind of been backups that haven't been. They're playing. When 

you look at maybe some of the other, like at most positions and then places like receiver, it was good to see 

Dyami make a play he's been playing, he's been rotating in, maybe he'll get some more snaps. Obviously a guy 

like John Bates, He's getting better and better every week and he's been playing a lot since Logan got hurt and 

he's been stepping up. I think it's a combination of it. I mean, we're gonna play the guys to give us the best 

chance to win. Our guys are working hard, trying to get better every day. We've had a couple rough weeks. 

There's obviously no doubt about that. We're looking and everything we're doing is trying to go give ourselves 

the best chance to go beat the Eagles. Part of that is playing young guys. Guys have stepped up and made plays. 

I mean, it was a great play that Dyami made in the game. It was one of the few bright spots as far as plays. John 

Bates, he's a younger guy. And then, some of the young backs have had to step up cuz of necessity. We'll see 

more of them as well.” 

 

On if WR Terry McLaurin has asked for the ball more or makes suggestions:  

“No. He doesn't and that's thing, we gotta do a better job. I have to do a better job of finding ways to get Terry 

the ball. We had him on some plays, targeted. We did early in the game, that maybe obviously aren't necessarily 

high percentage deals, but you know, get some stuff where the ball gets in his hands. It's not always just 

throwing it to him down the field. Terry just comes and works and he does his job. I've talked to him, we have 

good conversations. He's a competitor, but he's not that type. I mean, he wants the ball, he wants to compete, 

but he's focused on doing his jobs. I think he sees it. He sees that there's some plays where we're trying to get 

him the ball. Based on the defense or how it works out that it ends up going somewhere else. He knows how we 

feel about him as offensive staff, how I feel about him that we do try to work him to get on the ball.” 

 

On if he is aware of how many targets Terry is getting:  

“Yeah. I am aware of where the ball goes. A lot of the plays like I was saying, you know, design where he's the 

first look. Then it doesn't always work out that way. There are some plays that we've done over the course of the 

season where it's like, maybe like a receiver screen or something like that. But again, how many of those can 

you continue to run. It's better when the ball gets to him through the process of the regular offense. When you 

look at his targets, his targets have gone down because we've been running the ball more, especially in that four 

game winning streak. He's had some big plays here and there. We do need to, like I said, we need to give him 

the ball more. I need to do a better job. Everyone's targets have gone down cause we've been throwing the ball 

less. He still is getting more targets than our other players.” 

 

On the first offensive play in Dallas:  



 

 

“Obviously he was targeted on the first play of the game. I thought he actually did a really nice job of stepping 

on toes and starting to go past him. There was a little bit of pushback and I think Taylor, if you'd ask him, the 

ball's a little bit of a low trajectory and left it inside, you know? He made a play, but, you know, we were trying 

to go after him and have Terry go past him. And Terry's done that before. There's not really many DB’s that we 

feel like Terry can't go toe to toe with. Unfortunately it didn't work out, they made the play.” 

 

On QB Taylor Heinicke and his season:  

“I just think to be perfectly honest, I think that you guys maybe think more about that than we do. We're in the 

course of the season and I'm not like really worried about being on like a debate show about is this guy a 

franchise quarterback? I'm more so just trying to get ready to go play a game and go give our best chance to 

win. I don't think anybody feels good about our performances, over the last three weeks, we gotta play better at 

a lot of different spots. Taylor is part of that and he understands that and he's working hard to do whatever he 

can to help us. I think those conversations, the things that you're talking about, those are things that we'll have 

as a franchise when we get to the off season. But as of right now, I got confidence in Taylor. He knows that and 

we're ready to go. We’re getting ready to go play against Eagles.” 

 

On his thoughts on receivers taking more traditional running back handoffs:   

“Yeah, those are interesting stuff. You look at that (and) Curtis [Samuel] has some background doing it because 

he was a little bit of a back at Ohio state. We handed him the ball in the Raider game right before the game 

winning touchdown if you remember that. The thing with a guy like Deebo Samuel and the guys that they do 

that with – Cordarrelle [Patterson]. When you do it consistently, like the pounding that body type has to take. 

Those are the types of things where like with Terry, it's that line. We want to give him the ball, but we don't 

want to just give him the ball just for the sake of doing it and have him take unnecessary hits to wear him down. 

Where Terry's gonna be valuable for us and is valuable for us is as a receiver and winning on routes down the 

field. We gotta do a great job of getting him the ball on those types of things. Terry doesn't necessarily have the 

background that some of those other guys have. That's not really necessarily his skillset. Yeah, he can get the 

ball and he's great in the yards after catch, but there's a lot of training that goes into playing running back. Like 

you said, Curtis did it and Antonio [Gibson] has become a running back. Those are definitely things you'd look 

to do with guys that have those types of skillsets.” 

 

On TE John Bates and TE Sammis Reyes: 

“John’s been outstanding. You never really know about guys until they really start playing. You see it in 

practice, but until they get out there when it's live and physicality – especially at that position – you never 

know. He's really exceeded our expectations. As a blocker, he’s very physical. When he first came in and 

started playing in the games, he started doing that and he did a nice job with that. He’s really sure handed, he 

catches everything. He doesn't have the top end speed, but the quickness and the ability to separate. Then just 

being that big target that the quarterback likes to throw the ball to. He just keeps getting better and better and 

kind of just prize in with the things he can do. He is a competitor and he's a tough guy. I think you saw it with 

some of the broken tackles late in that Cowboy game. He wasn't gonna give in and he was playing his butt off 

the whole game. I think you're gonna see him keep getting better. He’s gonna develop more too, just physically. 

He's gonna get stronger with the more time he has with our strength staff and as he grows older. I think he's got 

a chance to be a really good player going forward. And then Sammis, first year playing football. He's growing 

in practice every day. His ability to track the ball has gotten a lot better, just understanding positioning. Special 



 

 

teams has been big for him, just the confidence of playing and the physicality that comes in the game and 

playing full speed. I think he's like 260 or whatever. I think he hit like over 20 miles an hour on the GPS. He’s 

got a really good future and I think just being introduced to football this year has been big and the leaps and 

bounds he's come. I think we will see it maybe not the year, but in the years to come.” 

 

On balancing running and passing the ball:  

“Yeah, you always just wanna stay balanced. You don't want to be predictable. That's the biggest thing. You 

match your strengths against a defense's weakness. Obviously, it's not just either pick run or pass. There's a lot 

of different kinds of runs. There's a lot of different kinds of passes. You try to match that up with the defense 

and try to get matchups to benefit your players. I don't like have a list that says I have to call X amount of runs 

or I have to call X amount of passes. It just kind of comes as the game comes up. We have our list of top runs 

and our top passes that we like against what we're expecting. And then we make adjustments as the game goes 

on. Depending on how the game is, you may have run it more than you throw it or you might throw it more than 

you run it. We’ve won games both ways this year. We’ve had other games that come up both ways as well.”  

 

On potentially playing QB Kyle Allen:   

“Yeah, I saw some headline about that. I was talking to Coach [Rivera]. It's not so much a plan; it's just both 

guys gotta be ready to play. Taylor's the quarterback and Taylor's gonna play. Kyle's ready just like he was in 

the past games. I mean Garrett [Gilbert] played against Philly, obviously with some extenuating circumstances. 

There’s no plan. We're not rotating quarterbacks. We're not doing any like that. Taylor's gonna be the 

quarterback, and then obviously anything can happen.” 

 

 

 


