
 

 

 

December 29, 2021 

 Head Coach Ron Rivera 

 

On his reaction to John Madden passing away:  

“Well, I was sad to hear that yesterday. It was truly unexpected from what I understand and surely unexpected 

by me. Favorite moments, gosh, there are a lot of them. Really just first getting a real true opportunity to visit 

with him and work with him and have him help me as I navigated through being a head coach at the beginning 

of my head coaching career. He's always been very supportive, always been there and he was a tremendous 

inspiration for me.” 

 

On if there is a memory that stands out from his relationship with John Madden:  

“Well, the one thing I really appreciated more than anything else was the very first time I went to his office in 

California. We sat down, it was his office in Pleasanton, California. We sat down and the first thing he said to 

me when we started talking about being a head coach, he said, ‘Hey, don't ever forget you are the head coach.’ 

He said, ‘everything will stop and start with you and everything will come across your desk.’ It was interesting 

because from that point on just the realization. I'd already been a head coach for two years, but just having him 

put it to me in those terms – very direct and very blunt and very straightforward – really just kind of I think 

helped galvanize my attitude and feelings about being the head coach.” 

 

On what about John Madden stood out to him:   

“He had a way of tying everything in. When you sat down and talked with him and you discussed something 

with him, he would tie in a story of something that had gone through or he had done. He related those things to 

you and then made them so that you could understand them from practical experience, so you knew that he had 

already experienced this you know what I'm saying? His knowledge of it wasn't him just guessing or telling 

you. His knowledge was actual practical experience. I mean he had gone through these things. To me, it's 

always kind of cool when somebody else that's been there is drawing you the map.” 

 

On if the team is taking any COVID precautions with the quarterbacks:   

“Well, one thing we are doing is we have the four quarterbacks and the three coaches that go into the meeting 

with them. There's a total of seven guys. What we've done is we have them use the entire team meeting room 

just to keep them all spaced out. We have to use certain meeting rooms for the team, certain meeting rooms by 

position. One thing we've done is we've taken the quarterbacks and we've put them in a big room as well to keep 

them separate from one another as much as possible in spite of the fact that a few of them have had COVID 

already.”  

 

On if all the quarterbacks are in the meeting together:   

“Yeah, just the seven of them. Yes. They're all in there. They're all masked. They're all spread out. I think 

there's like 75 chairs in that meeting room and they get to use every bit of it.” 

 

On QB Kyle Allen playing Sunday:   

“Well, the biggest thing more so anything else is, again, if the situation presents itself and allows for it, Kyle 

will play. And if it doesn't, we'll stick with Taylor [Heinicke]. It's not necessarily about having to evaluate these 



 

 

guys. It is really just about giving them a chance to play if the opportunity arises. We'll see. As I said, Taylor is 

the starter and he'll play. If the situation calls for it, we'll give Kyle the opportunity to play as well.” 

 

On what that situation would be:   

“Well, I don't wanna put anything out there like that, but you'll notice it. You'll see it. And we'll go from there.”  

 

On if he has communicated with Heinicke:  

“Taylor's fine with it. Taylor and I have had the conversation a long time ago and several times. I think he 

understands me; I understand him. I think that's what's important is that he knows what I'm talking about.”  

 

On if there are any players he wants to get a better look at these last few games:   

“Yeah, there are a few guys you'd like to get more of a glimpse of. A great example is Dyami Brown. There 

were a couple things in last week's game that you get excited about as far as Dyami’s concerned. The first one 

was making the big catch. And then unfortunately on the sack by Micah Parsons, he was coming open again. I 

would've loved to see the opportunity there if we could have got that ball off, see if he makes another big play. 

Yeah, he's one of the types of guys that you hope to see more of.”  

 

On addressing the off the field situations that occurred recently:   

“It is rough and our thoughts and prayers are with the families. When we're here in the facility, we try to make 

sure the players understand that we're here for them. We do have a team psychologist and sports psychologist 

and she's available as well as not just myself but the position coaches, coordinators and Malcolm Blacken who's 

our director of player development. It is tough and it's something that each guy will handle individually. At the 

same time, we're there for them.”  

 

On if the team has bonded through some of the unfortunate circumstances:   

“I think they have, but it's been tough. To a degree, you do see a little bit of the fatigue in terms of these types 

of situations with the guys. It truly is hard for them. There are a lot of young men that for a lot of them 

experiencing some things that they've had to, it's a first-time experience. I think for some guys, they handle it 

better than others.” 

 

On the environment at FedExField:   

“Well, the biggest key more so anything else is to win. That'll improve it automatically or at least I believe that.  

You see the fans there, you do see them getting behind you. It is pretty awesome. I get it. But until we establish 

ourselves and hopefully that's what we're working towards. Then we'll start to see the fans come back, but until 

then, we just gotta keep working.”  

 

On WR Terry McLaurin:   

“No, he isn't. He's doesn't wear his emotions on his sleeve. That’s what's impressive about him is he goes about 

his business. He works hard at his business. He may say something, but if he does it probably privately. I have 

not seen him wear any of his emotions on his sleeve, other than the excitement of when something big happens. 

When he does something big or the team does something big, then you really do see the emotions come out. To 

me, he is the ultimate pro. He’s one of those few guys that handled themselves the right way.” 

 

On if how McLaurin handles himself is unusual for a receiver:   

“I'll say it is good for any position the way handles it because a lot of guys do wear their emotions on their 

sleeves. A lot of guys do show their desire for certain things. With Terry, I believe he's the guy that handles it 

the way that you'd like most guys too. And I get it. With those guys that do outwardly express themselves 



 

 

because they all wanna win. Everybody wants to win. This is an emotional game. It's a game that you can really 

get caught up in the moment and yet you watch a guy like him who can really control it. That to me is 

impressive.” 

 

On being able to establish a defensive identity like last year: 

“I felt we had some moments and I think it really started showing going into to the Saints game all the way on 

through. And then we had a couple of moments early in the first Dallas game, a couple of moments early in the 

first Philadelphia game. But, you know, we never really, I think took charge of it like we had in that four-game 

winning streak. I thought that four game winning streak was really emblematic of who we could be and who we 

have the need to be. But we just somewhere along the lines never really got a grasp of it in the last few weeks. 

And for whatever reason, there's a bunch of them, but for whatever reason the last couple of weeks just really 

was really hard.” 

On if he noticed fatigue in certain situations and how he handles it: 

“Well, you know, in some guys you kind of see a little bit of a gaze every now and then, and that's when you go 

over and you start a conversation. Just something very simple, so very basic and just kind of see how they react 

and see if they pop right out of it. It’s like I said, it is hard, and it is tough. And I promise you, it's not just us. 

There's 31 other teams in the NFL, and then you think about all the other sports and, and all the other levels of 

sports, and then in everyday life. I mean we're just a microcosm of society itself, we're a snapshot of it. Because 

I promise you that there's people in the real world that are tired, there's fatigue that sets in and we all just can't 

wait for it to hopefully some point end or for us to get control of it.” 

On how important it is to see WR Curtis Samuel on the field for the last few games: 

“It would be important especially if he's ready to roll and we can get the ball to him and really start to see what 

he is capable of because that'll really help.  I think as far as going forward, you set kind of a tone as to what we 

can expect from him.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 


