
 

 

 

December 24, 2021 

 Head Coach Ron Rivera 

 

On the automobile accident involving S Deshazor Everett:   

“The only thing I want to say is that I was very saddened to hear the news. My thoughts and prayers go out to 

the family of the young lady and also go out to Deshazor and his family as well. It's a very difficult situation 

and we'll let things go on and let the police and the investigation go through and find out what happened.” 

 

On losing S Landon Collins and CB William Jackson III:   

“Well, we got guys back too from the COVID situation, so we feel pretty good about that. We like what we got 

from Darryl Roberts last week as well. We feel that we're in a good spot now that we got Kendall Fuller back as 

well in our secondary.”  

 

On Collins and Jackson’s injuries:   

“Yeah, I do see it being a situation where they could be out a little bit longer. We’ll deal with those as we get 

further into the into the day and the next day and the next day after that.” 

 

On RB Antonio Gibson:  

“Well, I think it's really about his comfort level more than anything else. In talking with him and knowing what 

he is doing in terms of his rehab, his movements, he says that it doesn't feel like it did last year. Even though it's 

a similar injury, it doesn't feel like it did last year, which was promising.”  

 

On Gibson not practicing this week:  

“Well, we still have Saturday and Sunday before the game. So we'll see. Really he knows what we're doing. 

He's been in the meetings. He's been getting his treatments and stuff like that. So again, on a short week, it's 

really about how the guy is gonna feel when you get to Sunday.” 

 

On CB Troy Apke:  

“It's actually going well. He practices it every day. You see his skillset, you see that quickness. Again, Troy just 

continues to work hard for us. He did a nice job last week coming in on a short notice. We got him there the day 

of the game and he played very well in special teams.”  

 

On QB Taylor Heinicke:  

“He looks good. The nice thing for him and the unfortunate thing for us is that he missed the week. Well, the 

nice thing for him is he got a week to rest. He came out, he looked fresh today, through the ball well. I think 

there's really only one ball he wishes he had back to throw again today. I thought he looked good and crisp in 

practice. I thought Kyle [Allen] looked good in practice as well. Getting those guys back and getting it back out 

there, I think brought a little energy to both sides of the ball.” 

 

On if there is any reason to believe that Heinicke and Allen won’t start and be the backup this week:  

“No, there isn't. There isn't any reason to think that they're not the one/two for us. I think, again, as I said, they 

both look good today. They really did. They're fresh. It's a good thing for us.” 



 

 

 

On K Joey Slye:  

“We’ll see how he is. He did a nice job today. We'll see how he is tomorrow, and we'll go from there.” 

 

On Cowboys LB Micah Parsons:   

“We did. He’s a guy that's explosive, he is a playmaker. He's got good speed, good quickness. I think he's very 

good when he is attacking the line. Then he has shown his versatility with his ability to get downfield and cover. 

He’s a complete linebacker.”  

 

On if he saw Parsons’s pass rushing ability during the Draft:  

“Oh yeah. When you watch him, I'll be honest with you, you almost looked at him and thought maybe he'd be a 

great outside linebacker in a 3-4 defense. Because at Penn State, you watched him attack and he's got some 

dynamic skill sets. He's a guy that you do have to account for.” 

 

On DE Montez Sweat returning but not having DE Chase Young on the opposite side:  

“I don't think it's an adjustment for him. I mean, you basically rush off of your game. It's not like they line up 

next to each other with a tackle and where they work combinations and they work natural stuff like that. When 

they're on opposite sides, it's really the biggest thing you always worry about is two guys coming off the edge 

real hard running into each other in the backfield. But for him, I think he's done a nice job. I think he had a good 

day today in terms of watching him run around again, he's just growing off of what he did last week. It was 

good to see him back out there last week. It's good to see him doing the things that he's capable of in terms of 

the way he played. I still think he's gonna get better as we continue this season.” 

 

On how guys try too hard in certain situations: 

“If you look at what we're doing defensively and you got a feeling say, okay, he's got for instance, he's got the B 

gap. He's B gap control, and the ball starts to break away from him. And all of a sudden he goes from inside that 

B gap and he pops himself in C gap. Okay. Thinking that I can come off this and go chase the ball. And all of a 

sudden that guy steps and takes it back and he hits that B gap. That's a guy trying to do more than he needs too. 

If you're gonna chase, we want you to chase through your responsibility more so than anything else. Great 

example we had that run that popped in the first quarter against us. We had to bottle it up, we had everything 

set, but all of a sudden, the ball goes running inside and we fold the ball bounced outside. Picked up what about 

18 more yards? Something like that. I think that's not being disciplined. That's not staying to where your 

responsibility is. Other things you can see that is when a guy goes downhill and he's gonna engage with a 

blocker, but he's not paying attention to blocker. He's looking for where the ball is, right. And then the baller 

comes and seals him off. You have to defeat your responsibility first and foremost, before you can go on to the 

next play. Sometimes when you watch a receiver go to catch the ball and he's got his head to the side and his 

hands here, and he drops the ball, you gotta complete the catch and then find where you're going. You know, 

that's when a guy's trying to do more than he knew each do.” 

 

On correcting the mistakes and if he is surprised they popped up again: 

“No. To be honest, not last week. You saw guys really trying hard. Some guys felt like they needed to do more 

to help us. When you don't have your first two quarterbacks, sometimes the guys feel they gotta take it upon 

themselves to help more. A great example is how well Daron Payne played, but Daron, a couple times did that. 

He tried too hard to make a play when backside, when he could have gone over the top. You see that, but I'm 

not gonna fault him because he played hard. He played very well for the matter in just a couple of plays like 

that. Those sometime hurt you, but when a guy's trying, he's giving you everything. It's very difficult to sit there 

and say I don't wanna see that ever because a guy like that, sometimes he makes those plays and we don't wanna 



 

 

take away their play ability either. It's a fine line. when you get to that point.” 

 

On if he is worried about that happening this week:  

“I think this is a little bit different set of circumstances just because of the guys that we have back, the guys that 

are here. CB Darryl Roberts got to play last week, played well. We got Kendall Fuller back, a guy that we 

know, and we got a lot of respect for as a football player on our team. Um, Then we also got Kam Curl back. 

We have guys to replace those guys that have started for us. I'm not too concerned with that. And I think we 

learned a good little lesson from last week.” 

 

On the trickiness of grading film:  

“That's one of things that I think it's one of those things that when you grade film, you grade other people, and 

you don't quite know what the calls are and what the responsibilities are. It's very subjective. Again, I've 

watched games where I’ve seen a receiver get inside of a corner and run through inside the hash and catch a 

deep ball and everybody goes, oh my God, I can't believe the corner let him inside like that. And the truth of the 

matter is they're playing single high, and that post safety should have been there to help him, especially if he 

was favoring the strong side. So again, it's understanding what the defense or offense calls for, what the 

techniques that are being taught, and then whether the execution, not just by that individual, but by his 

teammates. When you break players down, you watch tape and you grade it, you're not just grading that guy on 

that particular play, but you got to grade the people that are associated in the play.” 

On what he wants to see out of WR Dyami Brown: 

“I think for me more than anything else watching him, because he's got to good skill set. He's got speed. He's 

got good hands. Coming out of college, he had one of the highest completion rates on uncontested balls. And 

what you'd like to see as far as I'm concerned is consistent play, understanding that you have to play this 

specific way every snap and you have to understand how to do it. And he's still young, he's still learning. I know 

he had an injury during the regular season that set him back for a little bit. But you see the skillset, you see the 

ability, it's just a matter of growth now. And again, you know, he's a rookie, he's a young guy that's going to 

make mistakes and is still learning how to play.” 

On the growth he would like WR Dyami Brown to make: 

“I think it's about understanding the way to run your routes and understanding that you may be the second or 

third option on that and you have to run your route a specific way. Understanding why we have you running this 

particular route, you know. You may be the clear out guy, you may be the guy that's got to run through to put 

that stress on the post safety so that other guy coming through on the dig has that post safety's moved out 

because he's running with you. You know what I'm saying? Some guys have to understand the timing of that. 

It's something I learned when I was coaching for [Former NFL Head Coach] Norv Turner, is that if a guy runs 

around a specific route for this reason, he's got to do it. Why? Because something else is going to react to it. 

Other times it's like, you can't run your route that way you got to tempo it down. Why? Because we need you to 

do this. So, it's first of all, learning and understanding, it's not just sitting there and saying okay, here's the 

drawing and hey, this is how we do it. No, it's understanding that I have to run it this way. Its understanding I 

have to get this kind of a release, this release calls for me to get inside this guy, push vertical and do what we 

call spray release. I'm going to widen him, so I create some space to cut back inside. Those are all little finite 

things that young players have to understand. That's what helps them to be better football players.” 

 

On if he anticipates LB Jamin Davis to be available Sunday: 

“Yes I do.” 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 


