
 

 

 

December 22, 2021 

 Head Coach Ron Rivera 

 

On injury updates on S Landon Collins and CB William Jackson III: 

“They are getting MRIs I do believe, and hopefully we'll be getting the results pretty soon. You know, me, I'm 

always optimistic, but it sounded encouraging, but we'll see after we get the reports.” 

 

On the challenges of assimilating QB Garrett Gilbert: 

“Well the hard part, you know, first of all, is having to get him here. We were very fortunate to get him in right 

away as soon as we knew [QB] Taylor [Heinicke] was out. I think to me, the tough day more than anything else 

really was Sunday. We were hoping for, well, we typically have a fast Friday and we really get a chance to 

work on timing and that aspect of the game. And we had like 25 mile an hour winds and gusts and stuff like 

that. So it made it kind of tough to get that timing down. That's the only disappointing thing in terms of 

preparation, but look at the tape and how things were, but handled it very well. He gave us an opportunity. I 

mean, shoot, 20-17 in the fourth quarter, things were where we had hoped to be. And that's just for the most part 

you have a chance.” 

On what went wrong with defense upon looking at the tape: 

“I know I've said it in the past, you really saw guys not where they needed to be, but it wasn't because they 

weren't trying, I think more so than anything else we got into that second quarter, and you started seeing guys 

trying to do more than they needed to. Guys were crossing face and looking inside, were trying to make plays 

from going backside. Got a little undisciplined at one point, especially in the end of the third quarter, I thought 

the guys really tried to do more than they needed to, instead of just staying where they had been. For the most 

part, they were doing a great job early on, but I think we got a little anxious. I really do mean that because when 

you watch the tape you can't fault the effort. It's the kind of effort that you want when you're in a tough 

situation. And I really applaud how hard they played. I mean, some guys' efforts really stood out and it's just 

unfortunate.” 

 

On if RB Antonio Gibson is developing at the pace he would like:  

“I think the one thing more so than anything else is he has progressed, and he's gotten himself into position 

where you feel very comfortable about who he is as our starting running back. The unfortunate part is he's dealt 

with some injuries this year that I think it's kind of slowed him down a little bit. Yesterday, he struggled with 

that turf toe that he had last year, it flared up on him and it kind of showed, and he was a little hesitant to drive 

off of it a couple times. And if he could have really stuck that foot in the ground and pushed, what was a three 

and a four-yard gain, had a chance to pop for eight to 10 yards, if not more. So that was the hard part he was 

dealing with, and he was trying to push himself through it and I applaud that. I think the biggest thing more than 

anything else though really has been just protecting the football. I think that has slowed him down more so than 

anything else. He's really starting to get a feel for catching the ball out of the back field as a receiving back. I 

mean, he was a receiver in college, so catching the ball's no issue, it's just learning how to catch the ball from 

that position. It's a little bit different in terms of how to keep that route, how to run that route, how to flatten it 

so that he presents a good target for the quarterback and then catch it that way. I think that's part of something 

that's part of his development, but with the ball in his hands, I think he's as good as any back in the league.” 



 

 

On if RB Antonio Gibson’s toe injury related to last year’s injury: 

“It's very similar to what he had last year and that was part of the problem is when it's the big toe, you know, 

that turf toe, you got to stick that foot in the ground and drive off of it and go. And you know it hampers you a 

little bit and it's unfortunate because he is a big part of what we try to do offensively.” 

 

On the decision to bring the teams benches to Philadelphia: 

“We just wanted to be comfortable. To me, it's got nothing to do with the game other than just some place to 

sit.” 

 

On if he would be disappointed if the team did not make the playoffs:   

“Very much so. The biggest thing, Matthew, is you wanna win and you wanna get in the playoffs. I really do 

believe all you need is a chance. A big part of it too, though, is being healthy at the right time, getting players 

back at the right opportunity, not having a big distraction, being able to stay focused as you trend towards 

something. We’ll find out. We've got a short week, but that’s interesting. What's important, though, is we take 

advantage of the opportunity to practice tomorrow and Friday and then our preparation on Saturday and Sunday 

as we wait for the game Sunday evening and see what happens. But my goal every year is to win. My goal in all 

honesty. You guys may think I'm nuts for saying it, but my goal is to win every game. I want to be undefeated. I 

would love to be undefeated, but that's my goal. Because if you win them all, guess what that means, it means 

you won the championship, you won the Super Bowl. That's the way I approach it. That's the way I'll always 

approach it. I'm not gonna approach anything just saying, well, I hope we can finish this year with a winning 

record. No, I want to get into playoffs. I wanna win into playoffs. I wanna win it all. If I could win all 20 games, 

I'll win all 20 games. That’s just my mentality. It's always been my mentality. It will always be my mentality. I 

hate to lose. In the position I am and what I do, I have to control myself. Just so everybody understands, Hey, it 

matters. Will we be disappointed, I'll tremendously disappoint. Seriously. And I do mean that.” 

 

On if the team is still in the driver’s seat:  

“Well, we're still in the driver's seat, Matt, because again, the only way we get a chance is if we win. So to me, 

that's control you. You control your destiny. If you go out and win, then I believe we get into the playoffs.” 

 

On if forfeiting the Eagles game was ever on the table:   

“Not that I know of, but I'm not in those discussions to be honest with you on that, Michael. Whatever they 

discussed, whatever they thought was best for the League, we were gonna do that accordingly. Last year, we got 

asked to move a game back, which we did because we believe that was best for the League. So this year we 

were fortunate, they felt what's best for the League was we went ahead and played the games, which I was very 

appreciative of.” 

 

On if his message is different going into the Cowboys game this week:  

“I don't think there really is any other message. Yesterday, I talked after the game and really told the guys I 

appreciated the effort. I really did. Based on the situation and circumstances we had, all the distractions going 

into the game. I thought the guys made a game of it and really fought. At one point being 20-17 to me was a 

pretty darn good situation for us. Going into this game, I don't think much more needs to be said. As I said 

earlier, this is our opportunity. We have to win to, to give ourselves a chance.”  

 

On WR Terry McLaurin:   

“That in all honesty, you would have to ask the quarterbacks. Because, again, you gotta understand every one of 

our routes, all of our offensive plays, all have specific starting points based on what the quarterbacks see. 

Would I like to see Terry targeted a little bit more because of who he is? Yes. But again, that's a better question 



 

 

for the quarterbacks to be fair.” 

 

On if he ever feels like they need to force the ball to McLaurin:   

“Well, I think you can. The understanding what we're trying to do and how we're trying to do it, sometimes it 

puts in the hands of the guy that's pulling the trigger and that goes back to the quarterback. I'm not trying to 

dump any blame or anything on anybody. I'm just saying that if the quarterback sees something that he doesn't 

like, he's not gonna try and force it. He's gonna try and do what's best.” 

 

On the offensive line play:  

“Well, there could be a number of things. We came up against a pretty good Dallas team and gotta give them 

credit. We were down a couple of players. That's unfortunate. It really just gotta look at things and try to figure 

out that. But again, those are excuses. We all get paid, we're all professionals and we just gotta make sure we're 

also putting them in position to be successful.” 

 

On your messaging late in the year when it becomes a do or die situation:  

“Well, I think for the most part, we talked about it last night. You wanna get in the playoffs, this is what we've 

gotta do. And we gotta take 'em one at a time, and we gotta be focused on it one at a time. As I said earlier, the 

one thing that really stood out in my mind more than anything else is just we try to do more than we needed to 

and that was something that I thought we could have handled better. To me, and it's funny, because I was 

writing these things down, but we've gotta stay in the moment. We can't catch the ball and run until we've 

caught the ball. We can't make the tackle until we've defeated the blocker. And those are some of the things that 

just kind of stick in my mind as I watched the tape. That we were trying to do more than we needed to without 

finishing the task before we move it on to the next thing .” 

 

On the screen to WR Jalen Reagor:  

“Specifically we show it a little bit too soon. We came down with the safety and we are boasting off the edge a 

little too soon and we didn't disguise it the way we needed to. And it was unfortunate. I believe it was [CB] 

Corn Elder was the left corner and we put him on an island by himself out there. That’s one of those things, 

again a little more experienced player, doesn't show it as soon. He tells down and then shows at the very end. 

Cause if you look at what they did, I mean, it's one of those things too, that a little more experienced guy, 

would've noticed that little hand signal between [QB] Jalen [Hurts] and the wide receiver. At that point you sort 

go ‘Hey, I can't come off this edge. I got to widen out, show body presence would've probably eliminated the 

throw. And it's one of those things that a little more experienced guy might have done that. I mean, we were 

very aggressive with the call, but I liked the call. I thought it was a great call. It didn't work. We showed it and 

they picked it up.”  

 

On S Jeremy Reaves:  

“Yeah. He had great coverage on that. If you look at it, he jumps a little soon, he locates the ball and goes to 

jump. It's almost one of those things that if he gets up a little bit better in terms of his timing, he finishes with 

the ball. I thought Jeremy fought his butt off. I thought he did a couple of nice things. That's probably one of the 

big plays that stick out to a lot of people in that, the other one was the touchdown that he was in coverage. 

Unfortunately on that one, it was one of those things they were getting our guys were getting set, they were 

communicating and the ball got snapped and Jeremy hadn't really had an opportunity to set himself and ended 

up in a chase position. The receiver basically ran a wheel and as Jeremy started a wheel with him, it was a back 

shoulder throw. It's one of those that if Jeremy could have been a little bit closer and it's a back shoulder to 

throw that ball probably hits Jeremy in the shoulder or the back of the head and it’s an incomplete.” 

 



 

 

On what specifically they can implement from playing Dallas two weeks ago: 

Oh, very much so. Cause one of the things that we always do too is when we play a game and stuff happens, 

certain plays, we sit there ‘Hey, just to play it, we gotta make sure we walk through and get corrected.’ We'll do 

that during the week for preparation for the next team. So that’s when we get into our walkthrough periods. 

Hey, these are correction plays. Now there may be four or five or six correction plays that we'll get out and get 

those taken care of immediately after the game. Uh, whether it be a Wednesday walkthrough, you know, we it'll 

be a Wednesday walkthrough. We'll have already seen those things, had an opportunity to correct those things.” 

 

On T Saahdiq Charles’ late penalty: 

“Other than the fact that he did work towards the line. I didn't think it was a destructive collision where you're 

really whacking a guy on a blind side hit. How many times have we seen where guys, where they sit there and 

they shimmy up to a guy real tight. I mean, to me that had elements of that, you know what I'm saying? I mean, 

looking at it, that's what I thought I saw. I just thought I saw it was one of those things where he “scrape paint” I 

mean, if he really wanted to lay into that guy, he could have crushed him and I didn’t. I mean we're trying to 

take those kind of hits out and it was a little frustrating.” 

 

On Philadelphia possibly having too many offensive linemen down the field on the 3rd-and-6 screen pass:  

“I was looking at that. Two, three yards beyond the line scrimmage basically is what I was looking at. It is one 

of those that I will send in and ask for an explanation, just so they get a chance to tell me one way or the other.” 

 

On preparing for such a pivotal game on a short week:  

“I think the biggest thing is it's whoever is available has gotta be ready to go. First off, today what we did was 

we gave the players completely time off away from coaching and just said, ‘Guys, take care of your bodies, 

treat whatever you need to get treated. If you need to come get a workout in, come get a workout in.’ Again, we 

stress the whole thing about making sure we're following the protocols. We only get so many people in the 

weight room at a time, only so many people in the training room at a time. What we're trying to do is get their 

bodies back, feel physically, ready to roll mentally. ‘Hey, you get a chance. Watch the game on your iPads, take 

a look at some of the things that you did think about, things that you could have done better.’ But, then we'll 

bring 'em in tomorrow, we'll put together a full game plan today, as the coaches are working on these things 

right now, and we'll present it to them in the morning. We'll bring 'em in and tomorrow will be a complete 

walkthrough day. Everything we do will be at a walkthrough pace again. We're trying to get them to get their 

bodies back as quickly as possible. And we're gonna walk through as much as we can to keep the tempo down 

so that these guys are recovering and trying to get fresh legs as quickly as we can. So, we'll do that and then 

we'll come in Friday. Practice on Friday will be our Fast Friday. What we'll try to do with that is simulate some 

sort of situational football with some sort of tempo. But again, not overly strenuous on the guys because we're 

really trying to be aware and cognizant that they gotta get their legs back.” 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 


