
 

 

 

December 16, 2021 

Defensive Coordinator Jack Del Rio  
 

 

On the possibility of having less defensive line depth on Sunday: 

“We'll line up the guys we have and be ready to go, so we're working at it. Trying to make sure that we are 

prepared to do our job and to help our football team find a way to win the game.” 

 

On what it was like losing DE’s James Smith-Williams and Casey Toohill: 

“Somebody said we were looking around for guys to play, we weren't looking around, we knew who we had 

that was going to be up. It's the next man up. I mean, that's what you do, and I thought our guys did a great job. 

I thought we answered the bell. I thought we played well, and we gave our team a chance at the end of the 

game. We had the ball with an opportunity, either tie or go ahead. And despite, you know, all the different 

things that were potential alibis of why you're not going to play well, I thought we did a good job of focusing on 

the task at hand and going out and playing well and sticking together and I was very proud of the effort.” 

 

On the growth of players who had to fill the roles of more experienced players: 

“Well, anytime you get a chance to play, you get a chance to express yourself. I think that's beneficial. They’re 

certainly experience you gain from that experience. You get a little confidence, you get more reps, you get more 

time, and more opportunity. [DE] Shaka [Toney], [DE] Bunmi [Rotimi], all the guys that end up playing. [DE 

Daniel] Wise, moved outside, he played, he can go inside or outside for us. Guys were doing their job, you 

know, and locked into what their assignment was and what they needed to do to get done for us and I thought 

did a nice job for us.” 

 

On DE Montez Sweat possibly playing Sunday: 

“It would obviously be a boost to get a guy like Montez back. I know he's working out, I've seen him via zoom. 

I know he's hopeful that that will occur, and we would love to see it. How many plays will he end up playing if 

he gets cleared and can play, I'm not sure. But yeah, I mean it would be a lift to get one of your better players 

back for sure.” 

 

On if DE Montez Sweat would be ready to go from a conditioning perspective: 

“Yes.” 

 

On what S Jeremy Reaves can bring to the game: 

“Jeremy is a pro. He's been on point; he's been anxious all year. I was joking with him last week. I said, don't be 

following [S] Landon [Collins] and trying to trip him or something to make sure you give yourself a chance to 

play. So he's excited about the opportunity to get on the field wherever it is, special teams, defense, any way he 

can help us, he’s all in and I love the way he prepares. He's bright and he gives great effort. So, yeah, we would 

welcome him back, in any role that needs to be played.” 



 

 

 

On how he coordinates with personnel in finding new guys: 

“Yeah, that's the scouting department, you know. [Executive Vice President of Football/Player Personnel] 

Marty [Hurney] and [General Manager] Martin [Mayhew], and [Senior Director of Player Personnel] Eric 

[Stokes] and those guys, I mean, they do a great job of bringing in the next available and the most talented 

available, and guys that fit what we're doing and how we do things. And we just plug 'em in and coach 'em up, 

you know, and that's a simplified version of it. I know there's a lot of complexity to it, but we work hand in 

hand and the scouting part kind of identifies the guys brings 'em to us, and then we, we coach 'em up and get 

'em prepared. At the end of the day, when they put the ball down, we'll be ready to compete.” 

 

On the closest thing he has seen to this week in his career:  

“Yeah. You can't draw from a lesson in the past from anything close to this, nothing resembling this. I think the 

way that I like to approach it is we're going to prepare, and we love to compete. And so at the end of the day, 

whoever it is that we line up, we're counting on them to understand what to do and then go hard, give us what 

they have. Then we compete and I love to compete. Whatever checkers, it could be a game board. It could be 

any kind of ball, put a ball down and let's play. And so I think that's what our mentality is. We're preparing, 

we're excited to play. We know that Philly is doing a nice job. They've been playing really good football. 

They're running the ball extremely well. There's some definite challenges that we're looking to dial in, but we're 

just looking for that preparation, that urgency, that focus. And then, like I said, put the ball down two more.” 

 

On DE Shaka Toney:  

“We thought enough of him to draft him. He’s somebody that late in the draft that stood out to me to have a 

chance to develop and become a really good player for us. So, he's a work in progress. He's a young player. He's 

learning when things are certain, and he goes hard. He can be impactful. We just need that to be more often, 

more consistent. And that's like most young players. Happy to have him, happy to be working with him. And I 

think he's improved as we've gone through the year.” 

 

On how CB Kendall Fuller’s absence effects the defense:  

“Yeah, kind of the same thing we've been talking about with the D-line. Next guy up, be ready to roll. 

Obviously, Kendall's one of our better players. You're going to miss your better players. That's not where the 

focus is. I think for us, the focus is on the guys that we have, their assignments, their responsibilities and them 

going out and competing and having fun.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


