
 

 

 

December 9, 2021 

Offensive Coordinator Scott Turner 
 

On what improvements he has seen from RB Antonio Gibson since the bye: 

"You've seen glimpses of it throughout the season, and he's really coming into his own as far as just playing 

with the physicality that you look for in a 230 pound plus back. He's making himself hard to tackle. He runs 

hard. I mean, those smaller guys, it takes a toll on them and especially the amount of carries that we're adding 

up over the course of these games and being able to play with the lead and all that kind of stuff. So, that 

physical aspect has been really good and just consistently running like that. There's been glimpses of it, but 

really that's becoming who he is, which is great to see." 

 

On the challenges as a playcaller in having so many players in and out of the lineup: 

"Yeah, it's just part of it. I mean, there's no excuses in this league and everyone deals with injuries and we gotta 

put our best product out there as far as the most capable offense we can. I've gotten to know these guys over the 

course of the year, so I've got a good feel for their skillsets. So the guys that are available, we try to do what 

they do best, and then obviously fit it within the scheme of our offense. But, it's just one of the challenges of the 

job, but our guys have done a great job of adjusting. Then you just gotta trust these guys to go make plays and 

guys have done that. I mean, you look at some of the plays [TE] John Bates has made over the past couple 

weeks, going from not playing very much at all and obviously [TE] Ricky [Seals-Jones] earlier in the year. 

Hopefully we'll be getting Ricky back. There's a lot of examples of that." 

 

On what it says about QB Taylor Heinicke that he constantly delivers in big moments: 

"Yeah, I just think he plays each play one at a time, you know? When you do that, it never becomes too big. 

You're just executing the situations that we've gone over a bunch of times. I mean, I think back to moments in 

practice, he's got a really good two-minute drills against our defense and those things get heated and 

competitive, and you try to make it as much as you can, obviously that's not like a game. But, this is I think it's 

the third time that we've driven down the field and either got a game-winning field goal or touchdown. Then we 

took the lead in the fourth quarter, one other game or something, but he just stays within himself and takes 

what's there. I mean, obviously there were a couple risky plays that we got that went our way, but I think his 

secret and I don't know, maybe he'll tell you different, but he just doesn't make it more than it is. He's just out 

there playing ball and trying to find completions and scrambling when he needs to. We talk all the time in those 

two-minute drills, especially at the end of the game, like we should have the advantage. We know we got four 

downs, so you get an extra down. If the play is not there, find a completion, and just move on to the next one. 

Completions are huge. And then we've done a nice job with our timeout situation of not using them early in the 

half, so we've been able to be clock friendly."  

 

On what he saw on Heinicke's interception: 

"The first one, he got maybe a little deep in the pocket. That was really the only mistake. He's throwing the ball 

on time and his arm gets hit. So his arm gets hit, you can't follow through the ball. I know people like to joke 



 

 

about him throwing sometimes, but he can throw the ball and that's not where he was trying to throw it. 

Obviously it floated up to the right and every quarterback in this league is throwing some picks and 

unfortunately, that one came not at a great time, but like you said, we responded."  

 

On Head Coach Ron Rivera saying that he is falling in love with the three and four yard runs: 

"I mean, three to four yard runs aren't bad. Anytime you average over four yards a carry it's pretty good. I think 

the line likes it. I think they like coming off the ball, they like setting their pads. I like the fact that we make 

people play blocks. We make people tackle, you know what I mean? You wear down the defense at the think. 

That's been pretty evident in some of our games, the way the defense has played late in games, specifically 

looking at the Carolina game and the Seattle game. The other thing about that with these runs is we've been able 

to play with a lead. We've been able to get out to a lead. Obviously we gave it back in the Raider game, but in 

the other game we never did. Then the third part of this, and we talked about it last week, and it's probably the 

most important is we've been converting third downs. So, when you convert whatever, we convert, 58 percent 

of our third downs, you feel a lot better about running the ball. I mean, if we're getting three, four yards, I'll take 

that. It's the zeros and the negatives that kind of throw you off your rhythm." 

 

On if he can tell when the opposing defense is losing energy up in the booth: 

"Yeah, I mean you can definitely tell. We've had obviously some long drives, so when you get late into those 

drives, that kind of gives our guys some life. You see the way that guys are finishing blocks, the ball carriers 

falling forward maybe instead of four it's six. Those are the kind of the things that you look for." 

 

On what he is looking for from the rest of the tight ends without TE Logan Thomas: 

“I think, Logan, he had been out obviously we just got him back for the last two games. And [TE] John 

[Bates]'s done an outstanding job blocking and [TE] Ricky [Seals-Jones] really did a nice job blocking too 

before he got hurt. Obviously, John's a little bigger, it's a little bit more physical presence between the two of 

those guys and then [TE] Sammis [Reyes] has been playing well and he's a big physical guy as well. So that 

part of it, I'm not worried about as much as just, the playmaking ability that Logan brings. But all those guys are 

going to have to step up. I mean, John's got an 18-yard catch and a 22-yard catch under his belt and then 

obviously the things that Ricky was able to do so those guys prepare, their professionals and they bring it. So, 

they'll be ready to go and step up in that spot. You hate it when you lose a guy obviously, but again, it's 

unfortunately part of the deal.” 

 

On if there is anything different he sees in QB Taylor Heinicke at this point in the season: 

“I think just understanding the grind of it, the week in and week out and just to take it one play at a time and not 

get too overwhelmed when it's good or when it's bad. And just the resiliency that he brings, and that really is 

shown over this win streak. if something bad happens, we can push through it and we can fight through the 

adversity. I think he's continuing to become a better and better decision maker. And I think it's just from 

experience of seeing different things and some of his leadership's coming out too, because he's getting more 

comfortable playing with the guys around him.” 



 

 

 

On challenges that LB Micah Parsons poses for his offense: 

“Micah Parsons is an explosive pass rusher, and he does it from a lot of different spots. So, you know, having 

the cross hairs on him and we got to make sure we know where he's at all times, and it's not a one-man job, it's a 

group effort and make sure we're affecting him, and we can't let him blow up the game. And then, they got the 

other guys too, [DE] Randy Gregory and [DE] Demarcus Lawrence. I mean all those guys and we got to help 

with different guys, it's not just the line and we'll have a plan for those guys. We're not going to let them ruin 

the game. Quarterback got to make decisions quickly, get the ball out of his hand. But you know, whenever you 

play a team that's got a violent pass rush like that. They're a huge priority and something that we got to be ready 

for.” 

 

 


