
 
 
November 30, 2021 

 Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On the status of G Wes Schweitzer, RB J.D. McKissic and K Joey Slye:  
“It was confirmed that he did pull his hamstring. We'll see how long he's out. In the meantime, we are looking 
at our options as far as kickers that are available. We'll wait in contest to come back on those guys and again, 
once I'm done, I will go downstairs.” 
 
On the comparison of this team to last year’s team: 
“This is a hard comparison just because of where we are. I think we have better players in position and part of 
the reason they're better because they're a year older. Part of the reason they're better because they are better 
players. I like what we did with the offensive line going out there and signing [T] Charles Leno and [G] Ereck 
Flowers and drafting [T] Sam Cosmi was the same time. What we've gotten from [T] Cornelius Lucas and [G] 
Wes Schweitzer has been tremendous. What we've got from the young guys when they played has been solid. 
So, I think that group's better. You look at what the playmakers are doing with the wide receiving group, how 
the tight ends are developing, coming along, what we're getting from the running backs. Yesterday [RB] 
Antonio [Gibson] rushed for over a hundred yards, we had a big day. J.D. was very productive and then the 
development of the quarterback has been another thing that's been great to see. One thing you're seeing on the 
defensive side, you're seeing more communication, which has been solid as of late. And I think a big part of it is 
obviously, and we've talked about it is that these guys have gotten a better feel for one another. This is a 
different group than the group that finished up last year for us. We've got two young linebackers that are playing 
the bulk and they're both learning. That's a huge plus for us, I believe. We've gotten some stuff out of [S] 
Landon [Collins], he's been healthy all year and he's, I know he said he’s still fighting it, but he likes playing the 
position sort of kind of. But we have a good guy at the Buffalo nickel position. And then really the way the 
defensive line has been coming together. And I'll say that the play of the interior positions, the tackles has been 
outstanding. I think it's a good group.” 
 
On the use of CB Kendall Fuller and reps for CB Benjamin St-Juste: 
“Well, as far as Kendall's concerned, the mood basically was necessitated obviously because the injuries that 
Benjamin had. He's had a couple of injuries that sidelined him a couple of times. And in the meantime, we've 
moved Kendall in there and Kendall's done a nice job. But [CB] Danny Johnson has really stepped up and 
played very well. So, it's hard to make a move when you have a guy doing some really good things as far as 
Danny is concerned. Kendall has really kind of settled in at the outside position right now. So, we're just going 
to kind of ride this for a while, see how it goes. But Benjamin is still a young man. That's in our plans and we 
believe he's got a bright future, and it's just a matter of opportunities coming up again because it'll happen. It's 
just the way football is something's going to happen. So, we'll see how that goes. But right now, I’ve just been 
very pleased with what we've gotten from the guys that are on the field right now.” 
 
On status of OT Sam Cosmi and what it means for his development: 
“Well, we did that out of necessity more, so anything else that he was going to miss a minimum, we believe 
three weeks. And we had to get [TE] Logan [Thomas] active again. So, we used his spot. Obviously, we have 
other options when it's time to bring Sam back. I mean, the only thing that means that Sam's going to miss 
through three weeks minimum. It's unfortunate cause he's a young guy that's developing, we believe he's a big 
part of our future going forward.” 



 
On what has caused him to commit to the run game the last couple of weeks: 
“Well, I think again, going back and looking at what we did a couple of weeks before we went on to the bye and 
then the stuff, we looked at during the bye just felt that there were some things that we could do, and we felt we 
could do well. One of them was running the ball. We felt that running with ball would help our play action 
game even more so it really makes for an effective one-two punch, as far as the offense is concerned. I also 
think Antonio's growth and development has really started to come through. I think, [Running backs] Coach 
Jordan and [Assistant Running Backs] Coach King are doing an excellent job with the young man and with that 
group as a whole. I like what [RB] Jaret Patterson's doing. He just, hadn't got a lot of opportunities. And as I 
said earlier, you know, J.D. McKissic is a big part of what we do. And he's a young man that is showing that 
when he gets a chance to touch the ball, he could make something happen.” 
 
On how S Landon Collins positioning opened up the defense as a whole: 
“What we've done is we've put our playmakers on the field by doing that.  Having Landon and S Kam Curl and 
[S] Bobby [McCain] out there, the three of those guys are guys that are around the football that have 
opportunities to make plays, and it puts them all on the field at the same time with Landon. And it gives us an 
opportunity to take advantage of a skill set that I really appreciate. Something that, again, I've talked about, we 
did in Carolina, we called it the Buffalo nickel position. [Panthers Linebacker] Shaq Thompson played that for 
us very well. And when you watch Landon and you watch his productivity over those last few weeks, what he's 
done and how he's impacting games, that's pretty special. So, you know, we're going to continue with it. I know 
he fights it, but I think he fights it, loving the fact that he's doing what he's doing.” 
 
On if the three safeties roles are more defined: 
“Well, what it does and it's a good question because the roles are defined. We know Kam is a depth safety. We 
know Bobby is a good center fielder and communicator with those guys out there.  And we know Landon's an 
aggressive at the point of attack player. So we can use all three of their skill sets and, the one that's kind of a 
little bit of a capable of doing both really well, I think is Kam.  Where I think Landon is at this point to me 
where he's a guy that locks in and plays underneath, plays fast underneath, he makes the plays, you don't see a 
lot of run after catch in front of him. He's a guy that anticipates well, so I like what he's doing for us. He's done 
a great job and he deserves a lot of credit.” 
 
On what qualities he’s looking for when bringing in a kicker:   
“Well, the biggest thing we want to make sure is, obviously, we get the same type of kicker. A guy that's going 
to get the ball elevated quickly. A guy that can make kicks from about the 52-yard line, 52 yarders. That’s 
pretty much what you hope to have, and that's what we're looking for. We feel there's some options we're 
investigating and hopefully by the end of the day, we'll have something done.” 
 
On the origin of the David and Goliath theme: 
“Mostly because of the perception out there, and we'll continue that. I think the thing that we all have to look at 
is as far as the David and Goliath is it's a little bit broader than just that. One of the things that we talked about 
when I first introduced it. Honestly, I've been kind of saving it for the next time we faced Tampa. I knew it 
would be because pretty much nobody gave us a chance. And so I thought it was the perfect opportunity to 
bring it out. The players bought into it. They see it, they recognize it. One of the things that I told them. If you 
remember anything from this, it's that basically for every question, there was an answer. For every problem, 
there is a solution. For every Goliath, there was a David. For every giant, there was a stone. And we've stuck to 
that. It's a little bit of a mantra, but that's okay. As long as they get it and understand it, it's been a very viable 
thing for us, and the players have handled it very well. It's kind of cool because the hype video that we show 
them every week, there is a connection to it. And then the post-game celebration has been a little bit like that as 
well. It’s something that  we have to continue to cultivate and I'm going to use going forward because I think it's 



something that these guys resonate very well with.” 
 
On if relying on the run is sustainable:   
“Yes, I do. It’s interesting because if you go back and you look at the statistics who wins the Super Bowl and 
how did they win it. It all points to the yards rushing. Sure, you may set it up by throwing the ball. But at the 
end of the day, you grind it out. I still think that holds true. You look at the statistics. The numbers don't lie as 
far as that's concerned. There is a physicality, a mentality to it. If you can throw the ball well and at the same 
time still be able to keep that run game going, I think if you come up against a team that all they do is rely on 
the throw, the passing game, you have a chance I think to win and win big. The reason being so you can grind it 
out. We've been very fortunate the last few times. We've controlled the time of possession. By doing so, we've 
kept some very dynamic quarterbacks off the field. Thank goodness. And by doing that, it gives us a chance and 
an opportunity to win. I think it's something that it goes back to all the way to my time. When I was with Andy 
[Reid], for everything everybody talked about, we threw, we still had a very dynamic running game. Then go to 
Chicago with Coach [Lovie] Smith, we did the same thing. That Super Bowl year, we ran the ball well. I go to 
San Diego and I'm with Norv [Turner]. One of the things that Coach Turner used to always talk about was some 
of [QB] Phillip Rivers best passing games, he only threw for 200 yards, but they were very important yards. 
They were yards that offset the running game. When we rushed for over 200 yards. We had [RB] LaDainian 
Tomlinson back then. It was a great one two punch. We’re starting to see a little bit of that, so I can see us 
continue to stick with it and work on it. It’s all predicated really on what Scott [Turner] and the offensive 
coaches see as to how we should attack our opponents.” 
 
On the key to establishing the run:  
“You look at how well the offensive line has played together. I know it's a unit that's kind of been bumped up a 
little bit, bruised up a little bit. But they come to work every day and they work hard. You look at what they do 
as far as practice and watch the way they practice, you can just tell. That’s one of the things I talked about 
yesterday was how these guys have come. They come to work every day, and the only way to continue to 
develop it is to practice the right way.”  
 
On winning games decided by late penalties:   
“Yep and thank goodness it did go the other way. I think the biggest thing more than anything else is that's the 
fortunes of football, you know. Because when we were in our losing streak, we didn't get any breaks. You know 
what I'm saying? The ball bounces our way, we dropped interceptions, we missed fumble recoveries, we 
fumbled the ball, we threw interceptions. I mean games like Green Bay stick out in my mind, games like New 
Orleans stick out in my mind, games that we had opportunities but the ball didn't go our way or the call didn't 
go our way, the referee didn't see it the way we saw it. You know? So looking at it that way, it's one of those 
things that when you get the ball bouncing your way, the calls go your way, shoot I'm not going to apologize for 
it. Right. Goodness. Be honest. And I think that's one of the fortunes of the game. Because again like you said, 
if they'd gone the other way, we're looking at a three in whatever record.” 
 
On being animated after last night’s win: 
“I love our resilience. I really do. I got a lot of respect for the way our guys have handled it because there's been 
a lot of adversity. There's been a lot of adversity circling us since I got here. And a lot of it, we have nothing to 
do with it. And that's the hard part. We're just kind of caught up in the middle of it. I was really excited for the 
fans that were there and I'd love to see if we can continue to wait and get on a roll and get the other folks that 
are our Washington Football Team fans to come out. Because I know what it feels like to be in that stadium. I 
know what it feels like to be at RFK back in the day and have 70,000 or 80,000 people there screaming and 
hollering and getting all hooped up. That to me is what the ultimate goal here is, because if we can get that kind 
of support, man. I mean, it was really cool last night. And, honestly that last quarter, that last drive, the things 
that went on, that felt like a packed house because of the energy. And that's what got me fired up. I mean, the 



energy was there. You know, I think that's, that's something that this team seems to thrive off of too. Our 
players really do. I can feel it with the things that we're trying to do. I was asked earlier about the David and 
Goliath statement. That's something that these guys resonate with. All I can tell you, they resonate and connect 
to when we have a lot of energy in the stands. So hopefully we can continue to do that. Hopefully we can 
continue to get the fans coming out.” 
 
On looking for guys that have resilience even though you may not be able to scout it: 
“Well, I disagree with you. I think you can scout it. I mean, you look at guys that have had to endure certain 
things and cope with certain things to deal with certain things, everything from their background, the way they 
grew up, to the injuries they've had, to the teams they've played on. Not everybody plays at an Alabama. And so 
you look at guys like Kam Curl, a great example. Here's a guy that played on some teams that weren't very good 
that had to struggle. And yet he comes out and you watch him on tape and you see the way he plays. This is a 
guy that can deal with and cope with things. That's pretty cool. We find out about DeAndre Carter’s situation 
and having lost his brother. And yet you see how resilient he is and how tough he is. That's the kind of guy that 
fits your culture and you want to have him as part of your football team. You look at the young men that got a 
chance to play yesterday, Shaka Toney. He had some tough times coming up. You can see that. That's one of 
the things that I think is a huge plus, that if you pay attention to it, when you do scout these guys and you do 
listen to them and you get a chance to get one of the best tools we had last year was we got an opportunity to do 
zoom calls with these players. And a lot of these guys that we ended up drafting a lot of these guys, we got to 
know. I got to do personal Zooms with them. I got the chance to ask them the questions I wanted to hear 
answered. And I think that really helped me as we were going forward with these guys, but we're fortunate, we 
do have a good group. I think these guys are starting to understand, what we're looking for, what we need. I 
really do appreciate who they're becoming.” 
 
On how the maturity of his players has grown:  
“I think that the key to it all more than anything else is this. We're getting to the point where the things that 
they're supposed to do are becoming the things they want to do. They've been practicing the way that you need 
to practice. They they've been playing the way you need to play and they're doing it because they want to do it. 
And when that starts to happen, I think now you can sit there and say, wow, we're starting to see them mature. 
We're starting to see them understand that you do things because they're the right thing to do. Not because it's 
easy or not, because it's hard, but just because it's right. And that is important for us because we've got good 
young group and the more we learn and develop the better we can be.” 
 
On having different types of wins:  
Because I think, again, whatever the situation is, or however arises, if you haven't gone through it, or you 
haven't been successful in it, you're going to have to learn to do that. And so to your question, you know, like 
Tampa Bay, that was a foundational win, as you said, it was it's against a specific type of team. Last year when 
we beat Pittsburgh, we beat the last undefeated team. So with those types of wins, you can build off of those 
things, emotional games, you've gotta be able to handle and cope and deal with because your emotions get 
involved. And sometimes, you can make mistakes emotionally, but being able to handle it and kind of refocus 
and bring everything back down and play and play well. That's huge. To play on  primetime and be able to 
handle and cope with the pressure and the stress of being on the national stage, that's a good thing. Again, going 
forward, if we can put ourselves in position, if we can get to the stretch and we've got five divisional games, 
they're going to be important games to play because of that. They're there. Who knows if things work out. One 
of those five games may be a game that could get flexed to a national game. So who knows, and we'll see what 
happens.” 
 
On seeing his veteran players make a conscious effort to teach the younger players on the roster: 
"That's been really cool about watching the way the veteran guys have connected and have helped to teach. 



Whether they're players or coaches, if the communication aspect of getting together with these guys and 
expressing just how important it is. I think part of it is too because they connect with their teammates and they 
like their teammates. You used a great example because [TE] Logan [Thomas] has been tremendous. You watch 
him with [TE] Ricky [Seals-Jones] and you watch him with [TE] John [Bates], you watch him with [TE] 
Sammis [Reyes], and he gets certain points across to them, little detail things. I know you guys watch [tight 
ends] Coach [Pete] Hoener and you guys will watch [offensive line] Coach [John] Matsko and you've seen how 
tough those guys are and you listen to those veteran guys tell the young guys, 'Hey, if he's not yelling at you, 
that's when you should be nervous. When he's yelling at you that's just cause he likes you. He wants you to 
develop and grow.' Those are things that veteran guys can tell young guys. What's kinda neat too is early on, 
you saw a lot of these older guys come out and watch these younger guys and give them advice. We do a little 
something extra after practice with our young offensive and defensive linemen. What was happening is the 
older offensive linemen and the older defensive linemen are staying after. And after these guys do a drill, they 
sit there and explain to them, 'Hey, look at this. You see this, do that.' I mean, those are the sorts of things that 
are helping this team develop and grow, is that the veteran guys are putting their arms around the young guys. 
And they're trying to get them to understand and prepare them for moments like we've had, you know, next man 
up. I mean, you look at what [DE] Shaka Toney did yesterday with the quarterback hit, sack, tackle for loss, and 
I think back to watching [DT] Jonathan Allen say something to him. It means something to the kid to have a 
veteran guy say something and he takes it to heart. That to me is impressive. You watch [G] Brandon Scherff 
and how he had put his arm around [T Sam] Cosmi and tried to help Sam out as Sam started to play, so it's 
important. [CB] Kendall Fuller working with those young DBs. I mean, it just goes on and on. Honestly, one of 
the positions that we're missing it at right now because of the injury to [LB] Jon Bostic is linebacker. Early on 
Jon was setting a great example for those young guys. And now those guys are kind of learning through trial 
and error instead of having the voice of experience in their ear saying, 'Hey, think about this, do this.' It's 
important though that our guys do that to help each other." 
 
On how he identifies players who are good teachers: 
"Team captains. One of the most impressive ones I've come across is [WR] Terry McLaurin. Just knowing the 
fact that he was the first underclassmen to be a captain at Ohio State. And that tells you first and foremost, that 
this is the kind of guy you want out in front of your guys. A guy that has been a very quiet leader and doesn't 
get enough credit just through observation is [S] Landon Collins. It's one of those things where there was a guy 
that played at Alabama, big program like that. So, you do look for guys that have had that mantle when they 
were in college. One thing that when you interview their coaches or position coaches, you listen for them say, 
'Wow, he's like a coach on the field.' Guys that give you some really good insight into players are like strength 
coaches. Those guys, they love to talk because for the most part, they're kind of pushed to the side, but you got 
a guy like that and you sit down and you listen to them explain who these guys are, what their observations are. 
You're trying to hear people say those types of things about players that you know he could get up on the board 
and explain the entire defense, or he can tell you what every guy does offensively. Those are the kinds of things 
that you're listening for." 
 
On if the communication in the secondary is getting better because of chemistry or change in tactic: 
"I think there's a combination. I think what's happened is first of all, I think guys are now understanding how 
things fit in this defense. Something I've mentioned and I mentioned it last night in the postgame press 
conference was something that happened in the game was a little bit of a miscommunication. It was almost an 
anticipation. And really we missed the opportunity and it was the big catch to [Seattle WR Tyler] Lockett early 
in the first quarter. We are anticipating the crossers, which we got and we were expecting a certain technique to 
be played. We didn't play it. And because of it, they caught the ball on it. Coming to the sidelines, they talked 
about it, they got it straightened out and then they went out and made some plays. Those are the sort of tactical 
things that we have to be really good at and at the same time, be able to communicate as well. If you watch the 
way it handled, two thirds of it was done exactly the way you needed to and the one third is what we missed. 



And again, that went back to pure communication. But the tactical aspect, you can see the guys getting it and 
understanding it as long as we follow through with the communications we're OK." 
 
On what he thought about the fan who blocked Seattle TE Gerald Everett from jumping into the stands 
and on if he plans to offer that fan a one-day contract: 
"Well, it would be a hit against the salary cap, so there won't be a contract coming [laughs]. What I did like was 
his hand placement, nice and tight on the inside and just a little shove, keep protecting his part of the stadium. 
Appreciate that from our fans. Just gotta be careful, so nobody gets hurt." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


	Head Coach Ron Rivera

