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Assistant Defensive Backs Coach Richard Rodgers 
 
On going back to Carolina:  
“When you spend as much time as we spend in one place, obviously, there's friends, family back there just to go see and 
be around those people and see them again. Outside of the fact that it's a football game. In this league, we know things 
happen and you end up in different places. So it's not a grudge match or anything like that. But, you obviously want to 
have a good showing when you go back.”  
 
On what Carolina means:  
“Yeah. I mean, it's football. I guess from our perspective, we're with the Washington Football Team now and it's always 
good to be able to go back. And like I said, see some of the old faces and those kinds of things to at least be familiar with 
the place you're going to. We can obviously relay that to our team and, you know, they understand the environment that 
they're going to be in. Outside of that, it'll be a little bit of a homecoming, but you know, we're there to do our job.” 
 
On the secondary heading in the right direction:  
“I think we're focused and we've been kind of gradually getting better as the years gone on and the guys are locked in. 
They come to work every day and they're putting in the practice and it’s paying off.”  
 
On S Kam Curl: 
“Yeah, Kam is a very smart football player and he continues to play at a high level for us. You can do a lot of things with 
his size and his speed and his abilities, he can cover guys. And so he just continues to get better and shows us that he can 
play anywhere we ask him to.”  
 
On what helped the defensive backs in the game against Tampa Bay:  
“I think overall as a group we tackled a lot better. When you do that and you come down and you don't allow yards after 
the catch, those types of things, I think we focused on a little bit more. And then, like I said, overall, just coming to work 
every day, those guys understood what we wanted to get done. They took the challenge of playing against a good 
quarterback and a good offense. They executed on game day.” 
 
On how to replicate that performance:  
“Next man up, next man up. And I think it helps when you're practicing well and the other guys who are out there 
watching practice and they're seeing it. They can relate when they get in and they are ready when their opportunity comes. 
They know how to fill in where to fit in and the guys are all bought in and they're doing their jobs.” 
 
On S Landon Collins:  
“I think Landon is a valuable part of what we do. And the simple fact that everyone wants to be a linebacker, defensive 
back or the simple fact that no one knows is great for us. He plays in the secondary he's a safety and his ability to just like 
Kam and his ability to move around from position to position is what helps us to be very good.” 
 
On S William Jackson III:   
“I think our progress again comes from practice and us understanding, when we have to be good, which third downs have 
got to be good. When we practice, we focus, we concentrate on being good in those situations. Just the way we practice 
situational football has gotten better throughout the year.” 
 
On S Bobby McCain:  
“Bobby, he's kind of one of the leaders back there. And I think for him, it was just actually getting his hands on the ball 
and actually catching it. And then, you know, when you're back there and once that happens and it clicks for you, to make 



good things happen after that. So hopefully he's on his way, the second half and making more plays on the ball other than 
tackling and focus.” 
 
On third downs: 
I think that's what it is mainly. Those guys, they get along with each other and they’re starting to have a little chemistry 
between them back there. And like I said, you could put any one of them in any position back there and they can have 
success and that's what we're doing.” 
 
On why the chemistry is starting now:  
“It's a new team. I mean, these guys, this is the first time they've worked together. Landon didn't play all the last year. We 
didn't have Bobby. So you know, them all coming together and jelling, it takes time as the season goes on you get better.” 
 
On any samples of the chemistry the past few weeks:  
“I think those simple fact that they did a great job with their movements against Tom Brady and just the simple fact that 
they were able to not allow him to recognize what format work covers as we were in. It tells me that they're working 
together to gel.”  
 
On being on the same page with three safeties: 
“It's actually easier for them because they have to know what the other guy's doing. And that's part of a secondary jelling 
together. Everyone being on the same page. There's only so many places you can be and once you figure out, well, if he's 
there, you know, I don't need to be. Then if it helps our disguises because they can all be in different parts of the field and 
they know what they're doing.” 
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