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 Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On what has changed with WR Curtis Samuel to list him as questionable: 
"Well, he had a good report. He had his checkup, everything seems to be falling into place, so we'll just 
continue to go forward with it and see how he's feeling the next day." 
 
On what he has seen from the other tight ends with TE Ricky Seals-Jones out and TE Logan Thomas on 
IR: 
"Well, we've seen some good things. [TE] John [Bates] stepped up last week and it was really good to see. He 
played very well, did a lot of good things for us. I mean, he was part of that 19 play drive and he was very 
instrumental in a lot of things that happened -- blocking, route running, catching the ball, so we feel pretty good 
about that. [TE] Sammis [Reyes] has made some pretty good strides for us and we'll go with what we have." 
 
On RB Antonio Gibson: 
"I think he's still developing as a running back. That's probably the biggest thing. We like what he's done. We 
love the way he ran last week. He played a very physical game, played downhill. You notice we used him a 
little bit more at wide receiver or slot I should say. We put him outside a couple of times and got him involved 
in the passing game. So, we're starting to feel now you could see him coming of age and starting to develop and 
we're putting a little bit more on his plate." 
 
On if he thinks Gibson can one day play a similar role in the offense that Carolina RB Christian 
McCaffrey played: 
"Oh, yeah. I think as he grows and develops most certainly, and I think last week kind of showed us what he's 
capable of. Is he there? Not even close. I mean, Christian is special and I think Antonio has got a skillset that 
could match it because again, he started as a wide receiver, but he's got that running back body." 
 
On the offensive staff in Carolina using McCaffrey differently than his staff did: 
"I don't think the schemes were that much different. This is a beg, borrow and steal league. We see something 
that works and you see a certain way it works. Heck, you're going to emulate it. From what I see, they use him a 
lot like we used him, and I'm not saying he copied that specifically. I'm just saying you have a player like 
Christian, you get the ball in his hands. And they showed that last week throwing him the ball nine times. I 
think running him 16 or something like that, whatever it was. They put the ball in his hands and that's what you 
do with good players." 
 
On if they are preparing for both quarterbacks this week: 
"Yes. I mean, the thing that you looked at is you said, 'Okay, what do they do with this quarterback? Okay, can 
they do that with Cam [Newton]?' And that's what we've been trying to figure out as we go through it and look 
at it and say, 'Hey, these are things that from my experience with him that he does very, very well and these 
things fit him in his skillset.'"  
 
On how Samuel looked running today: 
"He looked good. I mean, it's one of those things that you're anxious, you're excited, you see him out there and 
just know that it's now a matter of time. It's the progression of developing, getting comfortable again and getting 



his wind under him too. And I promise you this, no matter what happens when and if he's out there, we will 
stick to that pitch count no matter what." 
 
On what he needs to see from Samuel for him to play: 
"Just a few more things out of him and we'll see. We'll get a chance to look at him tomorrow. It was a little 
tough today in the wind and stuff like that." 
 
On what he thinks of Carolina LB Shaq Thompson: 
"When he was coming into the league he showed a lot of versatility. He had played running back at one time, 
played safety, and then they had him down at linebacker. He's got a tremendous skillset. He can run, he's 
physical to the point of attack. He's smart and he understands the game. When we first got him he played that 
big nickel, that Buffalo position for us that we have [S] Landon [Collins] in. And he and Landon share a lot of 
the similar traits and skillsets. Good blitzer, good headsy player who has got a good burst. He can accelerate 
into contact. I mean, he's a very well-rounded player. He developed over time, he had an opportunity. He wasn't 
pressed into action right away because we had [former Carolina LB] Luke [Kuechly] and [former Carolina LB] 
Thomas [Davis Sr.], but over the years you watch him and you see a guy that really is a guy that's still 
ascending. Like I said, he's a terrific athlete that has got a great skillset." 
 
On if he plans to use DTs Jonathan Allen, Daron Payne and Matt Ioannidis all on the field at the same 
time: 
"I'm not gonna talk about gameplan stuff."  
 
On if he could potentially use them all on the field at the same time: 
"Yes, we could." 
 
On if you can move defensive ends and defensive tackles around the line: 
"You can most certainly move a tackle to end. You can do that. But, whether we're going to do it or not, I'm not 
going to tell you."  
 
On monitoring Samuel if he does end up playing: 
"Well, I think part of it would be to get him out there and when he is out there is that not necessarily always 
trying to put the ball in his hands as much as, you know, people have to respect his athleticism and his ability. I 
mean, you have to go back and look at what he did last year to say, 'Oh my gosh, this is how they can use him.' I 
mean, last year in Carolina they used him very effectively. If you remember against us, he ran the ball, he ran 
the jet sweep against us, he ran the inside zone against us, and then he ran the nine route. Then he ran some 
underneath routes. I mean, he's got the skillset that forces you to account for what he can do in terms of those 
things. And you don't necessarily have to put the ball in his hands as much as you have to pay attention to him, 
which means you've got to work a little extra on something like that. And that's part of the value that he brings." 
 
On the Panthers defense:  
“Just the speed in which they play with. They play very fast. They get around the ball, they get around the ball 
in groups and they get there in a hurry.” 
 
On if it is hard for a defensive tackle to play defensive end:  
“Not necessarily. But again, you've got to have the right guy that you move out there. That's the thing you gotta 
be aware of you. There are times to use them too. You don't necessarily have to use them for specific things, but 
you can.”  
 
“But that's the three, four. And it's more of a four-I than it is anything. You can put them at a five or a six and 



put them over the top of the tight end. The tackles are gonna whip tight ends every day. If you play him as a six, 
if you play him as a five… That's probably the thing that really made JJ Watt such a dominant player because 
whenever they put him out on a tackle, he crushed those guys. To me, he was a little bit tweener because he 
could play to three, which is just phenomenal, but you could move him all the way down to a one. When you 
can do that with a tackle or end whatever you want to call him. I mean, that's a pretty special guy. That’s kind of 
been JJ Watt’s career.” 
 
On DE James Smith-Williams’ versatility:   
“Yeah, he could. We've used James as a six, a five, a nine. Then we brought him down, and we used him as a 
three and a four I. So he does have that type of versatility.” 
 
On how much Samuel was able to do today:  
“Well, that's what we were doing. We were trying to be very aware and just kind of see how he did and we'll see 
how he feels tomorrow morning.” 
 
On his familiarity with some of the Panthers players:  
“Not necessarily. The only thing I would really say more so than anything else, they're going to get the ball to 
22 [RB Christian McCaffrey]. That's probably the only real thing that you could say. [Panthers Offensive 
Coordinator] Joe Brady does a nice job mixing it up. When you watch it, it's almost as if he's self-scouting 
himself as he's going through the game because there are so many elements to it that you got to pay attention. 
They do a good job of mixing it up. But you do know that one of their true bell cows is Christian and he's 
healthy. He's fresh legged because he missed several weeks. For them to get them back at this time, it was 
actually a really, really good thing for them offensively.” 
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