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Offensive Coordinator Scott Turner 
 
On the uptick in calling run plays:   
“Well, I think there's a lot that goes into that. It’s not a change of philosophy. I think every game plays itself out 
differently. I think every game you look at how you match up against a team. We felt pretty good about the 
ability to run the ball in the last two games. And then also, we were successful running the ball. When you're 
doing that and you're playing downhill, you take the pressure off of the quarterback. You take the pressure off 
the offensive line to have to pass protect against good pass rushers. It helps. Now in order to do that, you got to 
convert third downs. Other than the third and one disaster that we got ourselves into in the third quarter, we did 
a really nice job of that the last two games, really the last three games. It gives you more plays so you can call 
more runs. If you're gonna run the ball, you're probably going to end up in more third downs, it's just part of the 
deal. So you got to convert them. But we've done a nice job of doing that. I think we've kept it balanced. I mean, 
obviously in the Carolina game, we were skewed heavily run. But, again, it was successful. Just being able to 
get after those guys a little bit. Then this past game, we just had so many plays and we still throw the ball 35 
times. We had 43 runs and we were up in the second half after that first drive. So a lot of that has to play into it. 
I've said this before, just like when we've had these conversations when we've been pretty pass heavy, games 
come up differently. If you want to be a good offense and want to be, especially if you want to be a great 
offense, you've gotta be able to beat people with the run game, you gotta be able to beat people with the pass 
game and you gotta be able to do it all. Because otherwise teams are too good. Coaches are too good in this 
league. The players are too good that they can take one thing away or the other.” 
 
On balancing play calling:   
“You’re always going to be balanced. I think when the run is working, it makes you really feel like you can call 
any play on the sheet. You know what I mean? When you're having some issues running the ball, that's when it 
gets a little bit tougher. It just lets you play a little bit more free.” 
 
On the offensive line play:  
“They're happier when we run the ball a lot more (laughs). No, I mean, the offensive line, they want to run the 
ball. That’s just the nature of the position. You wouldn't want it any other way. It’s not easier because running 
the ball is hard and blocking guys front is hard. There's a lot less pressure on them when you're running the ball 
and the defensive line is having to play both instead of just having to drop back in past pro. And there's a lot of 
talented rushers in this league. I think that's what can kind of take a little bit of pressure off of them when you 
are running the ball successfully because, again, the defense, they gotta play the run. If you're running the ball 
and you're getting four, five, six-yard gains, then they got to put an extra emphasis in stopping the run, which 
gives you more time to throw the ball, gets more reaction from play action pass on the second level. It just all 
ties in together that way.” 

 

On Offensive Line Coach John Matsko:  



“I mean, he's the guy. He puts the run game together with some of our other assistant coaches as like the 
preliminary run game and then we'll meet on it, we’ll adjust it. I'll have conversations with him about which 
ones he likes the most. We rank them. And then ultimately, I call the plays but I lean on him a lot. He's a great 
coach. He's been doing this for a long time. Me and him have worked together a lot, so I trust him. He’s the 
guy. He’s the guy that gets it going. He coaches those guys and puts a lot of pressure on them and holds them 
accountable. His high standards are very high, as all of ours are. Coach Matsko is a great coach and does an 
outstanding job with all of our stuff – especially the run game.” 
 
On how the kicker situation in the Seahawks game affected the offense:  
“Yeah, I mean, that's honestly, to me, I got a lot of stuff I got to worry about. That was special teams. 
Obviously, I know more now. But during the game, I saw him get hurt, what happened. I saw in the box. I said, 
what's going on with the kicker, he's out. And I go, okay. And I go, so Coach, are we just going for it in plus 
territory and two-point plays from here on out. And he said, yeah. And I said, all right, sounds good. You know 
what I mean? So that was it. And honestly, it's not my job. Sometimes there's a guy on a team that can kick and 
other times, maybe not. It's more so than just like being able to kick the ball through the uprights on air. There’s 
mechanics to it. Again, you got to get the ball off in a certain amount of time. It's got to get lifted in the air. For 
us, we just felt like it was better chances for us to go for it. We went with that and we obviously had some 
success. Would like to get that last fourth down, getting the two-point play was obviously huge. It was a 
difference in the game. Those are just things that you just never know what's going to come up and you gotta 
kind of be ready for anything.” 
 
On not converting several third and ones towards the Seahawks game: 
“Yeah, they did a nice job upfront. We had some things where we could have potentially executed a little better 
on a couple of those plays where we're maybe getting up to the next level. We could stay on the down guys just 
because we needed a yard. Their guys made plays. We've been really successful in that situation really over the 
last couple of years but really this year. We just kinda went through that stretch where we didn't get them, but 
we're evaluating, looking at what we're doing, making sure we're not giving away too many tendencies and 
those types of things. You’re normally not in that many third and ones over the course of a game. Hats off to 
them for making those stops.”  
 
On QB Taylor Heinicke’s improvement with accuracy and decision-making:  
“I think his accuracy has always been there. You’re not going to make every throw, but I think that's stayed 
pretty consistent. The decision-making though, yeah, I think he's making decisions faster, kind of with 
authority. When he makes a decision, he guns it or he makes the throw the way we're supposed to make it. I 
think it's just experience and just seeing things over and over again. But absolutely his decision-making has 
improved. Not to say that he doesn't make bad decisions from time to time because everybody does, but you just 
want to make a lot more good than you do bad. And I think that's continued to be the case.” 
 
On if you can win with a run first offense anymore: 
“I think, going back to somebody's earlier question, I think you got to be able to do it all. If teams are going to 
play you top down and dare you to run the ball, then you got to be able to be successful running the ball. But 
like even against Carolina, we ran the ball great. We had 190 yards, all three of our touchdowns were 
touchdown passes, you had to throw it into the end zone. We had a 10-yard run for a touchdown in Seattle. We 
threw screen for touchdown. You got to be able to throw the ball to score. You have to be efficient in both. In 
some games, you might be heavier pass, like obviously how we played the giants week two and we were very 



good offensively. We had a very successful game, and it was mostly because we threw the ball, and there's 
going to be played games like that because they got big guys up front, they're going to overload you in the box 
and they're going to dare you to throw the ball and you got to be able to do that. So, you can't let the defense 
make you one sided. Some games, again, it might be run heavy, some games, it might be pass heavy, but those 
are the best offenses in the league that they can be successful doing both.”   
 
On the development of TE Sammis Reyes: 
“Sammis has been doing well. He didn't play as much the past game, but he did play quite a bit. Obviously, we 
got [TE] Logan [Thomas] back, he played and really did a nice job against Carolina and the 12 personnel stuff. 
I'm not going to speak for [Special Teams Coordinator] Nate [Kaczor], but just listening to him in the meetings, 
he's really raved about where his development has been a big key to us in special teams. You know, that's just 
something we're going to have to evaluate, you know, it's a good problem to have when you got guys. And 
when we went from a couple of weeks ago to having two tight ends and guys that had really never played 
before, and now we're starting to get guys healthy again. And now it's like a bonus, you can only have so many 
guys active on game day. So that's something as a coaching staff that we're going to have to look at and decide, 
who who's going to be up. And it's not just offense, you know, sometimes it's, who's going to contribute for 
those 25 snaps or so, whatever it is on special teams because that's a big, that's a big part of the game.” 
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