
 
 
December 2, 2021 

Defensive Coordinator Jack Del Rio  
 
On if there is any added meaning facing his former team: 
"Yeah, sure. It always means something. I enjoyed my time there and you always look forward to competing 
against people that you know."  
 
On Raiders QB Derek Carr: 
"Derek's a good player. He's having a good year, probably as good a year as he's had since year two of our time 
being there when he really tore it up. So, he's doing a nice job directing the offense, making a lot of throws, and 
he's got some good weapons and they're doing a nice job with him." 
 
On if he sees any differences with Carr on tape compared to when he coached him: 
"Not really. The same guy. He was good when we had him and he's good now. He's doing a nice job. I think 
he's leading the league in passing right now and they have weapons and they do a good job of getting them open 
and him delivering the ball to them." 
 
On if he has seen progress from LB Jamin Davis: 
"I mean, for all of us, I think we're coming together. I think playing with more certainty, a better understanding, 
more confidence. So I think, Jamin and I think the entire defense, we're just working hard at it. Every week 
you've got really good players and really good coaches that you're preparing for a new set of challenges. I feel 
like we've kind of gotten into a good rhythm in terms of how we work, how we are very urgent in our 
preparation, very diligent in studying the opponent, understanding the things we've gotta be able to take away 
and the things we gotta be on alert for. I think Jamin has been a part of that. Defensively, we're doing a much 
better job of kind of dialing it in, understanding the things we need to do and then going out and playing for 
each other on game day." 
 
On what he think are the major factors in the defensive turnaround since the Bye Week: 
"I think it's more just kind of staying about the process, continuing to work. We didn't fracture when it was a 
very adverse time earlier in the year. I thought we continued to stay together, continued to work hard and that's 
what gives you a chance. I've been doing this a long time. Teams that are able to kind of withstand that and stay 
together and keep working, have a chance for better things late in the year. We just gotta continue to do that. Be 
urgent, work hard, stay together and make plays for one another." 
 
On if he learned anything from his time as the head coach of the Raiders: 
"Well, you obviously learn from your experiences along the way. I think with all of them, I have learned 
something and moved on and try and be as positive as I can. Appreciating the times I had and looking forward 
to next year."  
 
On the success of the secondary in the last couple weeks: 
"I think it's rush and coverage coming together a little bit better. I think the understanding of where we belong 



and how we fit together has been stronger. All the work that we're putting in is paying off and I think that the 
way we have approached our preparation coming out of the bye, I think has been stronger, more focused, more 
urgent. That's what we're looking for." 
 
On the Raiders receiving corps: 
"Yeah, they've got a good group. [Raiders WR] DeSean [Jackson] adds some speed over the top that they lost 
with [former Raiders WR Henry] Ruggs. DeSean has been a good player for a long time in this league. You 
look at [Raiders TE Darren] Waller or you look at [Raiders WR Hunter] Renfroe, they've got some weapons. 
They've got two very capable backs, they've got a big offensive line, they've got a really good quarterback, and 
the tight ends are really good players. Waller is special. So, we've got our challenges in front of us. We're 
looking forward to going out there and competing and getting this offense slowed down." 
 
On S Landon Collins excelling in his new role:  
"I think the biggest thing is it's not as drastic as maybe it's been made out to be. We're utilizing the talent we 
have available, putting people in position to do things that they can do well, and that's our job as coaches. I 
think the fact that there's been a little bit of a shift and I think the fact that he has been really positive and really 
tremendous as a leader, as a positive energy guy in the room, I think all of that is outstanding. But that's what 
we expect. He has delivered and so I commend him for that." 
 
On the benefit of having three safeties on the field together: 
"Yeah, I think from a disguise standpoint and from an application standpoint, we're able to do things with those 
guys. They're great working together, they communicate well and we can alter roles. We can do things to take 
advantage of their skillset. The key is to be able to do it and coordinate it and understand where you belong for 
each other. I think they've done a great job working together on that." 
 
On the black hole mentality of Raiders fans and the culture as a whole: 
"I mean I grew up right there. I grew up right there, well not in Vegas, but I grew up right there in Oakland. I 
grew up a Raider fan, so that's what I know. It is what I was growing up. I've always enjoyed competing against 
them when I'm there. And I enjoyed the time when I was the head coach and thought we had a good solid run 
while I was there, but it's unique. I think the fans there are tremendous and this will be a great experience for 
our guys to go into that atmosphere." 
 

On if there is a coaching point that he emphasizes to his players when facing Raiders WR DeSean 
Jackson: 
"Yeah. We don't want anybody to catch a long one [laughs]. So, he's definitely a guy that can go vertical. We 
recognize that they have several players that are capable. [Raiders WR Bryan] Edwards gets vertical. I mean, 
[Raiders WR Zay] Jones gets vertical. They've got a good group and they got a quarterback that's getting the 
ball to them, so we gotta be on top of it."  

On the defense improving on third down: 
"It's been improved. It needs to continue to be and it continues to be a point of emphasis. Something that is 
really the key and the best way to stop a really good running team is to get off the field on third down. The best 
way to stop an offense from generating a lot of points and a lot of yards is to get off the field on third down. So, 
we've been better over the last month or so. We'll continue to emphasize that we need to continue to win our 
battles and be able to get ourselves over there, enjoying some Gatorade and give our offense the ball back."  



 
On why he thinks DT Jonathan Allen is having such a great season: 
"I don't really have anything that I can say is the determining factor. I think Jon works at his trade. He's a 
professional. He's got some signature moves that he goes to that you better be ready for and that he's got 
counters off of. But, I think he's doing a real good job. He's having a good year and we need to have it 
continue." 
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