
 

 

 

November 17, 2021 

 Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 

On Panthers QB Cam Newton:   

“I think it's an opportunity for him to go back home, pick up where he started off. It's kind of a cool deal.” 

 

On DE James Smith-Williams and DE Casey Toohill:   

“Well, they're blue-collar workers type guys. They're very physical. They do the dirty work and they're not 

flashy as much as they're technically sound. They do their jobs. They use their techniques to the best of their 

abilities. They’re going to give us a blue-collar work ethic.” 

 

On if there is still optimism TE Logan Thomas will play:  

“Yeah, there still is.” 

 

On if there’s a chance Thomas could play Sunday:  

“Yeah. There's still optimism.” 

 

On WR Curtis Samuel:   

“Pretty much where they were last week and nothing's changed. He’s working through it, we're working with 

him. We didn't have him on the field today. We had him working on some other stuff.”  

 

On building off last week’s performance:   

“Just the way we played. I really do. I mean, just the whole energy, the whole details, the third down stuff we 

did, the red zone stuff we did. You’d like to carry all that forward.”  

 

On Panthers RB Christian McCaffrey: 

“Well, who he is. First of all, he works extremely hard at his craft. He takes care of himself very, very well. 

Very serious about what he does. He’s a feature. They try to get the ball in his hands as exhibited by last week, 

throwing the ball as many times as he did and running the ball as much as he did. He is a feature back and he's 

that type of football player that you want the ball in his hands. You see what happens. We had a year where he 

was a thousand and the year before that he had chance to be a thousand thousand, but I took him out. I didn't 

want him to expose himself. He is that type of player.” 

 

On being involved in the community in Carolina:   

“Well, when we first got to Charlotte, the big thing Stephanie [Rivera] and I felt was that we wanted to get 

involved in the community. Especially a community that was going to support us, we had to support them back. 

And it was kind of one of the things that we preach to our players is that let's just not only take, let's give back. 

One thing that Stephanie did was she kind of stepped back our first year and just kind of went to events. But in 

the meantime, she was really looking into these different charitable groups and really trying to find a few that 

we could really kind of grasp onto and truly get involved in terms of lending our name and our time and effort 

and money. She chose the Ronald McDonald House because it services children and families. We chose the 

Humane Society because we're both pet lovers obviously. We also chose USO of North Carolina, the original 



 

 

USO. The big reason we did that because my family and her (Stephanie) connection to the military. So those 

were the three things that we felt we really needed to get involved with. And we did. Again, as I said, just kind 

of feel that you should always give back to the community that you're in and not just always take. So that was 

kind of the feeling we had with the community.”  

 

On summarizing his time in the Charlotte community:   

“Well, I mean, what it meant to us really was for a coach to be in one place for a long time for that many years, 

for nine seasons, I mean, that basically speaks to having roots. Coaches are typically on the move 3, 4, 5, 6 

years down the line. So to be in one spot for a while, that that was pretty cool, meant a lot. We developed some 

very good friends and relationships, people we still stay in touch with today. The community involvement that 

we had, that was a big deal for us. It’s kind of a neat thing because you really get to see another side of the city. 

That’s really the thing that I really appreciate is just how good a city it is. The people in the city were terrific. 

So it was a really a neat thing for us.”  

 

On how the Charlotte community impacted him:  

“Well, one of the examples is when our house burned down, the outpouring of support we got from the 

community was tremendous. It really truly was. When I got sick last year, the messages and notes and the things 

we got from the people of Charlotte or I should say the Panthers fans were terrific. It really was tremendous. 

We’ll be forever grateful for that. Then when you get involved in the community and then you do something, 

you have a charitable event and people turn out in large numbers to help support that, you feel good that: ‘hey, 

we were able to reach folks and get them involved in the community as well.’ So that I kind of felt was a little 

bit of give and take, which I thought was really cool.” 

 

On giving QB Taylor Heinicke his first start in the NFL and how far he’s come:   

“I think he's playing that with a lot more confidence. I think his decision-making is getting better obviously. I 

think with him, it's just a matter of getting reps and opportunities. I think he has improved a lot and we're seeing 

it. Hopefully we'll get some of the playmakers back on the field. We'll get our tight ends healthy again. We get a 

couple more receivers back out there and really be able to see what we can do. We’re starting to get the 

offensive line healthy again. Even though the guys that replaced the guys that were hurt still played well. We’re 

starting to get those guys back on the field as well.” 

 

On Taylor’s swagger:   

“Yeah, oh yeah. I think that's great. I really do. But I think also the thing that helps him is that his teammates 

feel that. It's funny because when you talk to the guys about him, one of the things they always say is when we 

get the ball in certain situations, we feel like we have a chance. That's all part of it is that your teammates have 

confidence that you can get something done that really helps.” 

 

On the emotions of going back to Carolina on the visitor sideline:   

“Well, I know as far as playing against them, it won't be the same effect. But it'll be back in Charlotte, that'll be 

probably the bigger thing more so than anything else for me. Just because, again, as I said, the thing that I really 

appreciated about my time there were the people. That’s probably the bigger thing. Now, what I'm doing is I'm 

limiting my exposure to that. Stephanie will do all the visiting and saying hello to folks. Me, I'm pretty much 

going to try and stick to the mantra that this is a business trip.” 

 

On if there is any bitterness with the Panthers organization:   

“No, there's no reason to be bitter. I did the best I could. When it was time to move on, [Carolina Panthers 

Owner] David Tepper treated me with tremendous dignity and respect. He really did. He gave me an 



 

 

opportunity to say goodbye and I really appreciated it. What’s really kind of cool, kind of speaks to who he is. 

When we played him here, he did a Rivera Strong as well. I got a tremendous amount of respect for what he's 

doing there right now, what they're trying to do in terms of their rebuild as well. There is no bitterness. If there 

is anything, it's just miss the folks in the friends we had in Charlotte.” 

 

On if he looks back on memories that he and Panthers QB Cam Newton had during their tenure: 

“Yeah, there are a lot of really cool moments. Everything from him being our first draft pick and the work that 

we put in to make him our first draft pick. One of the things that I really think was really cool was that last week 

of draft preparation, I flew to Atlanta to visit him and his family and we spent time together. I got an 

opportunity to see him interact with his folks, with his brothers, and when you see that, and you see how 

genuine it is. You really know he's a good person. And that's the thing that I really respected was just deal with 

the type of young man he is, but really got the chance to see his family life, his home life. And that's something 

that I'll always remember. And then there were some other things, you know, that went on from the time when 

he was in the car accident during the season, to the only time that, I don't want to say I benched him it, but the 

only time that I did was when I got him to finally admit that his foot really was hurt and then we put them on 

IR. My last year that was tough because he's a competitor that he didn't want to quit. But you know, we told him 

you have to because you're hurt, I’ll always remember that. The thing I always remember too, is he hated to lose 

more than anybody I've ever been around. After the 2015 Super Bowl, you know, you don’t realize, you know, 

that they called him a sore loser. Well, he is because he wants to win. I mean, that's who he is. I tried to deflect 

that just so people understand, the dude's going to give you everything he has, which he did. And unfortunately, 

we didn't win it.” 

 

On reasoning for not bringing QB Cam Newton to Washington: 

“Well, I think the biggest thing for me looking at it was it is really trying to go in a different direction more than 

anything else. That's, to me, what it's really all about. If it was possible to emulate everything that we did there, 

I would have, but I just felt that this was an opportunity for us that we were going completely different. This 

was going to be a young team, a bunch of young players which is what we're trying to do and if you look at 

them, and they're a good example, but the team that got young very fast along the lines of what we're trying to 

do and build it up that way. Because to me, if you build it through the draft, you put the right people in place, 

you can have that type of sustainability. We had a nice run up to 2017 and then the quarterback injuries caught 

up with us in 18 and 19 more so than anything else. If you really look at that in both instances, we had had six 

wins when we had to change out and sometimes you just can't overcome the injuries.” 

 

On Carolina’s rebuilding process: 

“We got a chance to watch them on tape a lot like I did last year and then watching them now and you see that 

they've done some really good things. You look at the secondary and with the exception of [Panthers CB] Donte 

Jackson, it’s a completely different group. The linebackers I’m still very familiar with obviously, really the only 

one in the rush is [DE] Brian [Burns]. The offensive line is completely new, newly remade. Ian Thomas, the 

tight end as a young man, Brandon Zylstra as a wide receiver. We had [RB] Christian [McCaffrey], you know, 

obviously is another one of my favorites and just a tremendous football player. But they've done a nice job. 

They really have and kudos to them, because again, this is about bringing in and rebuilding and, and saying, 

these are the guys for our future. That's what it looks like to me.” 

 

On if he thinks a QB need to hate to lose to get to QB Cam Newtons level: 

“I think they all do. I really do. What was really cool was when we went through the 2015 loss, Archie Manning 

reached out to me and said, hey, your guy's no different than my guy. When Peyton [Manning] lost his and that 



 

 

was really cool that Archie did that. And it really kind of reiterated that, like you just said, the really good ones, 

they all hate to lose.” 

 

On if there are places or people that he will see on the trip to Charlotte: 

“Not really. Like I said, Stephanie [Rivera] will do all the visiting for us and tell everybody, you know, that I 

said my best, but, you know, I'm just trying to make sure that the players understand that no matter how we look 

at it, it is a business trip.” 

 

On how much did losing the Super Bowl affect him and Cam in the future years: 

“It's something that still sticks with you because obviously you do everything you can to get there and then 

unfortunately you don't have the success. I always think about the things that I could have done differently, 

what I've done differently, what would I have done differently? And I got a nice little notepad of that stuff. So, 

it's something that does drive me. It does motivate me. It's one of the things that wanted me to get right back 

into coaching, because I love the challenge of it. And it's not necessarily about me winning it as much as about 

us winning it. I had my Superbowl where I’ve been part of a winner. I'd love to see the people that I work with, 

get an opportunity to be part of a winner too, as well because that's the peak. It's the pinnacle of what we do. 

And it's why we do it.” 

 

On what he saw in DE James Smith-Williams before he was drafted: 

“Well, character is big for us obviously, and just knowing who he is as a young man is important. But when you 

watch him as a football player, you see the talent and the ability, you just know this guy was worthy of being 

drafted. And now he's got an opportunity to show us that he can, he can step into the next level. That'll be fun to 

watch, him and [DE] Casey [Toohill] are our two young men drafted pretty much in the same year are guys that 

we kept for a reason because we think that there's some ability there that they can help us get to where we want 

to be. And again, as I was saying, if you can build through young guys like that, that's what you want to be able 

to do.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


