
 

 

 

November 12, 2021 

 Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 

On an update on WR Curtis Samuel:  

“Nothing, just the fact that he’ll be out. They will continue to evaluate them. We’ll see how he is next week.”  

 

On if Samuel is progressing: 

“Yes. But again, we’ll just see how he is next week.” 

 

On if he’s less optimistic about Samuel returning: 

“No, just listening to what the doctors say. That’s the thing we have to do. I’m not the doctor. I’m an optimistic 

guy, too, just so everyone understands that.” 

 

On QB Cam Newton signing with the Carolina Panthers: 

“No, I haven't communicated with him, but good for him. It’s an opportunity to play where he started.” 

 

On TE Logan Thomas: 

“Yes, and that’s one of the things that they’ve done. They’ve worked him on the side, and as he ramps up, he 

feels a little something, so you got to back down. You just have to be smart with it. You can’t put him out there 

and if he feels something, there’s just no way.” 

 

On if Thomas is still sore from Monday’s practice:  

“So far, so good. But again, he’s just not ready to be put on the football field and that’s probably the biggest 

thing. We have to be smart about that.”  

 

On CB Darryl Roberts and LB Jared Norris:  

“Darryl is doing well as is Jared. Now, it’ll be opportunities.”  

 

On if it’s tough on the coaching staff to move forward with so many injuries: 

“Well, it is difficult. But at the end of the day, you got to play with who you have, and we make our game plans 

accordingly. If we feel like we’re going to have a guy when we start game-planning on Monday, we’ll most 

certainly incorporate him into the offense or defense or special teams for that matter. But what we try to do is 

we try to get a feel going in on Mondays, and then Tuesdays and then right on through Wednesday. So, we 

understand. If you’ve been in this long enough, you’ll know you may or may not get a guy, but you’ve got to 

prepare no matter what. So we just go ahead and prepare our game plans accordingly.” 

 

On if Samuel’s absence has helped the development of younger WRs: 

“We feel good about having guys back out there, that’s for darn sure. And it really doesn’t matter who they are 

as long as they’re guys that compete and play for us. Having Cam Sims back is great, having Dyami [Brown] 

back is great. Those guys add to what we want to do offensively. On the defensive side, obviously it’d be good 

to get Montez [Sweat] back, but we’ve got to go through the whole recovery for him. And then Darryl Roberts 



 

 

we may get back on the field soon too, so we’ll see. But these are guys you, again, can’t game plan for until you 

get some sort of action on Wednesday, Thursday.” 

 

On why Tampa was able to turn a close roster into a Super Bowl winner: 

“I think you started off by saying it perfectly: Tom Brady. I think that really speaks for itself. You look at the 

year before they got Tom and they were close. But they hadn’t gotten over the hump. They get Tom and then 

you see everything come together. You get a guy with his experience, his years in the league, his six Super 

Bowl rings before he got his seventh, and that’s going to speak very loudly in your locker room. For any team 

in this league, that’s the biggest difference.” 

 

On there being so few really elite QBs, similar to Brady: 

“That is, but again, one thing we’re suffering through this year too is the number of injuries — and key injuries. 

You look at what’s happened with the offensive line, losing your entire right side. Now we lose our starting 

center. You lose your tight end, there are a couple of other vertical threats. That adds up. That makes it difficult. 

I think the guys that are playing are fighting. They’re giving their best, but we’re a little undermanned. But 

nobody cares. That’s the nature of the game. You got to win football games and that’s the bottom line.” 

 

On if there’s a point when they would shut down Curtis Samuel for the season: 

“Well, if we do that then we do have to. So we’re going to try and exhaust everything we can first before we 

decide anything. We’ll see what happens. Again, we’ll see what comes out of this last episode. We got our 

fingers crossed. We’d love to have him back because he’s a heck of a football player.” 

 

On CB Kendall Fuller: 

“I think Kendall’s played solid, he really has. If there’s been a constant back there, he’s been one of them. And 

it’s been good to watch. Last year he started a little injured and as the year wore on, he played really well. 

That’s what we’re seeing again. We’re seeing that consistency, that solid play. So it’s been good. It’s been good 

to watch.” 

 

On his optimism: 

“I just believe. If you’ve got a chance, then, shoot, you’ve got a chance. That’s just kind of the way I look at 

things. I go back to what Henry Ford said: ‘If you believe you can or if you believe you can’t, you’re right.’ 

That’s just the way I look at it.” 

 

On if he plans to sign anyone with DE Montez Sweat hurt: 

“Yes. We’re going to activate one of our guys. That should come, I believe that will come tomorrow. It’ll be a 

53 signing, and he’ll be active as well.” 

 

On G Brandon Scherff not being on the injury report: 

“No. Brandon’s had a really good week, and because of that, he looks good and he’ll play.” 

 

 

 

 

 


