
 

 

 

November 10, 2021 

 Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 

On TE Logan Thomas: 

"Well, we worked him pretty hard the other day. He came back a little bit sore, a little bit tight, so we'll continue 

to monitor him and see how he goes and as the week progresses, we'll determine by Friday what his status is 

going to be." 

 

On DE Chase Young handling chip blocks: 

"I think when it comes to handling it, it's an individual thing but for him coming off the edge the problem with 

the chip is, you don't know where it's coming from. You start trying to focus in on the tackle and now the chip 

comes up. The chip can start from the wing position from a tight end, or the chip can start from a backfield 

position. The chip can come from a guy scanning all the way across. And so that's a little bit different. The 

double team really and the thing he's got to learn and just understand and have a better feel for is which of the 

two guys to attack. You know what I'm saying? You're getting doubled and you really wanna attack the lesser 

of the two, stay on the guy's edge. But the hard part is again, there's two guys to handle you. He's done a heck of 

a job. He works at it in between sessions. We'll go one period offense, next period defense. In between those 

sessions when he's out, you see him over there trying to work it, get a feel for those things. And that's the thing 

he's just got to continue to do is continue to work, continue to grow and it'll be something that'll come a little 

more natural to him." 

 

On what has changed with the team between when they played Tampa Bay last season to now: 

"The biggest thing is the inconsistency in which we've played. Not playing a consistent brand of football. That's 

probably the hardest part. Whether it be mistakes happening on one side of the ball, the other mistakes 

happening at one position or the other and not being a consistent football team. That's probably the hardest part 

for me because again, when you have success you've got to be able to repeat and sustain that success. We 

haven't done that consistently. That's probably the hardest part."  

 

On if the expectations coming off of that playoff game were set too high: 

"One thing I did talk about consistently has been maturity. I think that's a big part of it. It's understanding and 

learning that certain things, certain elements you have to work at, you have to get better at and you have to grow 

and continue to grow and that's the hard part. So were the expectations high? Yeah. But you know what, I don't 

think they are any higher than what we were all hoping for and expecting." 

 

On the decision to release K Chris Blewitt and sign K Joey Slye: 

"Well, Joey's kicked a lot longer in the league. He's had some pretty good success. And we'll see. I mean again, 

this is always a tough part of it, trying to find a kicker. We went through that. I went through that before. The 

thing that you look for is you look for a guy that's going to be consistent. And that's the thing that we're hoping 

for, that Joey can show that consistency. He's had it and he's had it in the past and he is still a young guy still 

learning his craft. Very rarely do you see a kicker come out as a rookie and have a 10-year career at one spot. 

They're going to bounce around a little bit and you got to catch lightning in a bottle and be able to get the guy at 

the right time." 



 

 

 

On who he wants to see step up in DE Montez Sweat's absence: 

"Well, what we're going to do is obviously we have a group of guys that are going to get opportunity to play. 

We're going to give [DE] James Smith-Williams an opportunity and [DE Casey] Toohill as well. Those guys 

will rotate in. We'll also roll a couple other of the young guys out and see if they can do it. [DE] Shaka Toney 

has done a nice job. He's gotten a couple of opportunities the last couple of games. He'll get an opportunity this 

week. We'll see how he handles it. [DE] Bunmi [Rotimi], he's a young man that we gave an opportunity to a 

couple of weeks ago. He'll get an opportunity as well. So, we got four guys that we're going to be rotating in and 

giving opportunities to them. We'll see how they handle it." 

 

On if he thinks the players he just named can collectively replace what the team is losing in Sweat: 

"Well, I think you look at the players that we're going to put out there and hopefully those guys can carry the 

load and we can rotate them accordingly. As far as impact goes, Tez [DE Montez Sweat] does force people to 

also pay attention to him as well. And now with really just one guy really going to focus on in terms of where 

are you going to send the line. We're almost anticipating that teams will do that, that a lot of the protections will 

be geared towards going towards [DE] Chase [Young]. But, we'll see what happens." 

 

On how he approached self-scout during the Bye Week this season: 

"Well, we get a bunch of analytical reports that we look through. Each of the coaches are assigned offense, 

defense, special teams, a certain area for their side of the ball. They'll look at that, they'll break it down, they'll 

write their report. They'll write it off of the film that they've watched. They'll write it off of the analytics that 

they get. And then we review it and we talk about it. We talk about the things that we're doing and the best way 

to do it. Are we doing it the best way? Is there another way we could do it? Are some of these things better 

suited for certain other players as opposed to this player? So, you try to go through that and try to make sure 

that what you're doing suits your players and that you have players that are doing it the right way." 

 

On if he has anyone around the league that he bounces ideas off: 

"I talked to several coaches in the league that are head coaches or that have been head coaches and do listen to 

what they have to say and do ask questions. And some of them I've taken their advice and other ones I haven't. 

But, I'm open to those ideas. I'm open to listening and obviously hopefully finding something that can help us. 

The other thing we do too is we watched some of the teams that run the very similar types of styles of defense 

and offense and special teams. You try to look and see what they're having success with. There's a couple of 

teams out there that we're very similar to in style of play. So we do try to take from them and see what they do 

and how they're doing it." 

 

On what he makes of this Tampa Bay Buccaneers team compared to the team they faced last season in 

the playoffs: 

"One year older. I look out there and I see pretty much a lot of the same players, you really do. You see that 

group that went out there and did some good things. It's a good football team." 

 

On if he can use Tampa Bay as an example of a team that has handled injuries well: 

"Well, it really depends on who's injured more so than anything else. If every one of their players are the same 

guys in the same positions that were injured in then yes. Then that would be fair comparison. But other 

positions you're comparing apples and oranges. The attitude has to be, if you're the next man up this is your 

opportunity, you've got to play to the best of your ability and the people around you just got to do their job more 

so than anything else." 

 



 

 

On keeping QB Taylor Heinicke as the starting quarterback and on what his conversation was with 

Heinicke coming out of the bye: 

"Well, probably the biggest thing we want Taylor to do is go out and play with his personality. And again, we'll 

see how things go as we go forward, and we'll continue to work as a football team and try and get better." 

 

On getting fans back to FedExField: 

"Well, the bottom line is you got to win, and that's the truth of the matter. And I know that, I understand that. 

I've been in situations where that's what you had to do. Winning is important, makes things a lot better. It makes 

things taste better on Monday mornings, and that's just the way it is. I know it. I understand it. And I know that's 

our fanbase wants. They deserve a good product out there, and that's what we're trying to do. We're trying to go 

out and play to the best of our ability. We're trying to play to win because it's really about winning football 

games. You win football games, you'll fill that stadium up." 

 

 

On what lessons the team learned from the loss to Tampa Bay last year: 

“Well, it takes work. It takes hard work, it takes practice, it takes experience. I mean, you'd go down the list and 

say all those things you want. We went out and competed the best we could. We had some opportunities; we 

missed some opportunities. If you want to talk about lessons, I mean, you could watch any football team and 

just say, well, I'm going to learn that, that's what they do best, that's part of the game. I'm at a loss for that, to be 

honest with you, as far as that question’s concerned. I think the big thing for me, like I said, coming into this 

year, this was about maturity. This is about learning certain lessons or understanding certain things. And one of 

the things that we talked about is you're not going to start right up here. You know, this is where we're going to 

start. You got to work your way back up to there. And that's probably the hardest thing that I think that as I look 

at it, that's probably my biggest frustration. That in spite of the expectations, I just kind of had a feeling that we 

felt we were going to be able to pick up right up here and that's not how it works in this league. If you don't 

work on the basics, if you're not very good at the basics, you'll struggle because you will have nothing to fall 

back on. And that's the message I was trying to get across to everybody for that matter. And I think that's the 

thing that one of the things that we're struggling with right now is doing the little things the right way because 

this game it's very infinite. You have to do those details because there's too many good football players in this 

league and they'll find you making a mistake and they'll exploit it. I think that's the lesson I was hoping we 

would learn. But what did they learn, what did they take from, what did they get out of it? You'd have to ask 

them.” 

 

On if a healthy offense gives you a better chance to reach consistency: 

“I think it does. I think offensive and defensive football and special teams in football, all three elements, go 

hand in hand. I think the biggest thing that we have to be able to do is, and again, the last couple of games who 

knows if we put some points on the board and we get in the red zone, how does it impact the defense. Go back 

earlier and say, well defensively, we have done a couple of things that have gotten off the field on third downs. 

How would that have impacted the offense? But both sides have to play at the same level with the same level of 

consistency at the same time to give us an opportunity.” 

 

 

On OT Charles Leno’s comments that the offense needed more of a definitive offensive identity: 

“I don't disagree with what Charles [Leno] said to a degree, I mean, there are some things that we do well and 

some things that we can do better. It's interesting because when you look at some of the things that we've done 

and you would want to be able to say, well if we continue staying with that, that's what we'll have success with. 

And then you go and you look at the tape and you go, we tried that, that didn't work this week, you know what 



 

 

I'm saying? It just because it worked last week, doesn't mean it's going to work this week. So there was a little 

bit of that inconsistency that I talked about. Some games we ran the ball really well. Some games, our short 

passing game was solid. A couple of the deeper intermediate route combinations were good, but then the 

following week, they weren't. Those are the things that you're looking for when I talk about consistency. One of 

the things that you can tell when you're really doing things well is when you run the ball, when they know 

you're going to run the ball, that's pretty good. When you're in third and long and you can convert, that's pretty 

good. Defensive is the same thing. When you have to come up with the stop, you do, that's what you're looking 

for and that's the thing we haven't really done consistently.” 

 

 

On how Tight Ends Coach Pete Hoener develops the room and his input on finding guys: 

“Well, Pete had a lot of input in seeing those guys. I've been fortunate that Pete's been with me for the last 11 

seasons. Same thing with [Offensive Line] Coach Matsko. And you know, these guys that are lifers when it 

comes to coaching, they got a tremendous eye for talent and they have a very good way about them of 

demanding, and I think both of those guys are coaches that, the truth of the matter is if they're not yelling at you, 

that's when you're in trouble.  think they know how to push the buttons. I think they know how to stress things. I 

know they know how to emphasize things. They know how to break a player down to build them back up. All 

those old school style of things that a lot of these younger guys, younger coaches don't seem to have or 

understand. But when you really look at the details in which they coach with, those are pretty solid things.” 

 

On status of QB Ryan Fitzpatrick: 

“He did have his MRI the other day. They did look at it, there is some progress. Unfortunately, not way up 

there, but it's progress. So, what he'll do is he'll continue to work, do his rehab stuff, and he'll be reevaluated 

soon. I'm not sure when, just so everybody knows, but the nice thing is that there is progress and it's shown 

some positive signs, but I've been given no timetable.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


