
 

 

 

November 1, 2021 

 

Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 

On what he thought of QB Taylor Heinicke after watching the tape:   

“Yeah, I think based on lot of things that he's done the last few weeks, yeah. I think that he's being productive 

for the most part. The one area we've got to get better on, obviously, and it's kind of stood out in the last few 

weeks is we've got to be better in redzone. Again, we've got to come down and when we get chances to make 

plays down there, we've got to make those plays.” 

 

On C Chase Roullier and T Ereck Flowers:  

“Not yet. I will be visiting with Mark McCracken [Assistant Athletic Trainer] right after I'm done with you guys 

and I'll get the report.” 

 

On what he wants to evaluate during the bye week:   

“Well, I wrote a list out, too but I forgot where I put that list. For the most part, what we're going to look at, 

obviously, the things that we feel we've got improved at. We'll look at third down, we'll look at redzone and 

work through those things and try and figure out exactly what we need to do better, how we need to do it better, 

what can we do better more than anything else. On both sides of the ball and in special teams, there are things 

that we have to look at and determine if we're doing the right things with the right people.”  

 

On how challenging it is to evaluate:   

“Well, what I'm hoping is that coming out of this and it sounds like it's a possibility, like I said, I'm going to get 

an update on personnel after I'm done with you. We can get guys like [WR] Curtis Samuel back, [G] Brandon 

Scherff and [T] Sam Cosmi. We can get [TE] Logan Thomas back on the football field, [CB] William Jackson 

[III]. To me that could help make him make a difference for us. [CB] Darryl Roberts would be another guy that 

we'll be able to get activated and see what happens.” 

 

On if having TE Logan Thomas back would help in the redzone:   

“Well, and again, not just Logan but hopefully getting a healthy Curtis back on the field, getting [WR] Dyami 

[Brown] out there, getting Brandon and Sam back on might help us. It should help us. I believe it will help us. 

And again, it's about being able to execute and doing the things that we're capable of.” 

 

On historically his teams being better in the second half of the season:   

“Well, just because I'd like to believe that as we progress through the year, through the season, especially my 

early years as a head coach, a lot of things seem to come together. That's what I kind of feel with last year 

things kind of came to go at the right time for us. I like to believe we are on the same path. Just because I think 

some of the things that we've done have helped us to trend in the right direction. I mean, obviously offensively, 

we've out gained the last two teams we've played. Unfortunately, we just haven't outscored them. And that's 

important. Defensively, we've been able to hold certain aspects of our opponents in check. We played against a 

couple of good running teams and we've held them both under a hundred yards rushing. We played a very 

dynamic quarterback in Aaron Rodgers and kept him under his numbers. We still haven't won. But the thing 



 

 

that you can sit there and say is it's coming together. It's not where we want to be, obviously, but if we continue 

to trend in the right way, we have a chance. So that's really what we're looking at.” 

 

On the sacks Heinicke took in Denver:  

“Well, again, there's a couple of things that go into play when you talk about quarterbacks being sacked. Some 

of it is him going through his progressions, being late, some of them could be obviously guys not winning in 

their routes. Some could be you didn’t get the protection up front. That is something that we're going to look at. 

But for the most part, the protections have been good this year. There was a stretch when we were averaging a 

little over one a game. This was unfortunately a number of sacks that we gave up five. I think it was four or 

five. Yeah, we gave up four. It's unfortunate that they came at the worst time possible in the fourth quarter – two 

of them did. So again, it's something that we're looking at obviously and you do look at a couple of things. We 

did have a couple of replacements in there, but still we had opportunities and we’ll see. Like I said, guys, we 

really haven't started our evaluation process of the first eight games. We’ll get into that. Hopefully as we go 

through it, we'll find some things that we can most certainly correct.” 

 

On if this is where he thought the offense would be:   

“Well, no but Matt I think the thing is we are moving the ball between the twenties. That we've done, but it's 

that redzone we've got to get corrected. There's some things that we'll look at. We'll evaluate everything from 

the quarterback reads to the protections to the runs to the route combinations. I mean, those are all things that 

we have to take a nice, hard, long look at mostly because at the end of the day, I think about the last three games 

you can sit there and say: ‘man, if we had scored in the redzone, we could be talking about something different.’ 

But we can't and that's the truth of the matter. We are where we are right now. I'm not disappointed in the 

yardage production. Obviously, I'm disappointed that we haven't put more points on the board because I think 

we are capable of it. Will it help to get Logan back? Will it help to have Curtis on the field? Will it help with 

Dyami back there? Do I like what we're getting from the running backs? I like what we get from the running 

backs, we run hard, the guys create things when they get the ball in their hands. Can Curtis be explosive? 

Absolutely. But again, we don't know. In getting Logan back, how does that help us in the redzone? Yes. Those 

are all questions that we're going to have answers for as we get out of this week and get into next week.” 

 

On how he unpacks play calling and execution: 

“Well, the big thing for them is when you look at each game, each game has its own personality based on who 

you're playing against certain types of offense. Certain types of defenses are going to try and defend a specific 

way. So, we try to match up, okay, we're going to get a lot of man coverage this game, these are the type of 

things that we want to prepare our offense for. These are the looks that we're going to try and attack. Some 

teams might play in zone you say, hey, this is one of the things that we want to do, and we want to do it this 

way. When we started this game out, one of the first things we talked about, they've come off playing as much 

of what we thought they would. And then when they got back to some things that they were doing normally you 

could see us react to it. So that's a big part of it is how are you going to play your opponent. But at the same 

time, you try and anticipate what you're going to get from your opponent. And again, then it comes down to 

obviously calling the play and then the execution. So those are all things that, as I said, we're looking to 

evaluate.” 

 

On when he will start the process of evaluating the eight games: 

“Well, one of the things you look at is player productivity, individual productivity, okay. Whether it'd be on 

offense, defense, or special teams, then you look at, okay, what have they done to be productive? Or why aren't 

they as productive? What's holding them back. You've got to answer those questions and then it's okay, this type 



 

 

of things that we've done have been very successful against what our opponent is giving us. So, then this is what 

we've got to consider using more. We haven't been as successful with this while those let's take this out and see 

if there's something else, we can do there. That's how we're going to look at it. I mean, you break it down based 

on obviously the success you've had on certain things. I mean certain runs they'll show that we've run these 

plays better than these plays. Well, maybe we need to focus on a few more of these as opposed to a few more of 

those. Well, when this guy's running the ball and we're running this, we're successful. When we run it with this 

one, we're not going to give it to him with him running this. But then you tend to be a little repetitive and your 

opponent picks up that that's a tendency. So you've got to try and mix things up.” 

 

On evaluating K Chris Blewitt: 

“I would say on the first one, he hit a little bit too high in the middle of the ball and hit a low one. The second 

one, there's a little bit of penetration. If we don't give up the penetration, the ball probably clears, but again, he 

hit those two that were tipped probably a little bit in the middle of the ball, as opposed to staying under it. When 

he hit the 52-yarder, he absolutely stroked it. He didn't try to over kick it. And I think the first two based on 

sitting down with [Special Teams Coordinator] Nate [Kaczor], looking at it. He just tried to crush the ball 

instead of just going up there and using a nice fluid stroke. It's like a golf swing, the more fluid you are, the 

better contact you make, the better the ball goes. And that's really what has to happen when he's kicking the 

football. His extra point, same thing. He was nice and fluid, he stroked the ball, and he got the ball clear. So 

that's something that, you know, we've talked to him about and he knows, and he'll continue to work on it.” 

 

On K Chris Blewitt remaining the kicker going forward: 

“For now, okay. The thing everybody understands is kickers are hard to find. Consistent kickers are even harder 

to find guys that have had success in this league are on teams. There's not a 90% guy out there right now that 

you could just pick up and he's going to go out and do it. And I've gone through this, go back to my second, 

third year, or actually my first three years, it took us a little before we found [Giants Kicker] Graham [Gano]. 

But once we found Graham, we had him where he had a five-year run. That was about as good as anybody in 

the league. In fact, in 2017, he set the accuracy record. So that's a work in progress. It's just part of, 

unfortunately, the growing pains that we're going to go through, as you know, we're trying to reconstruct and 

rebuild this and put this into play.” 

On K Chris Blewitt’s mechanics: 

“No, I, I get what you're saying, but again, as I said, you look out there and you say, okay, well who else is out 

there? Well, that's the hard part. Is this something we believe we can? Yeah, we believe it because when he 

went out and if you compare the way he struck the first one compared to when he struck the 52 yarder, that was 

impressive and the ball went into the net too. So you sit there, you know, like you said, that leg strength is there. 

The accuracy is there. The unfortunate thing is when he gets wound up and jacked up, he tries to crush the ball 

and you see it when you break the tape down. His left foot gets a little bit beyond the ball. So as he's coming 

down into it, he's striking the ball right just below the middle line of the ball. So, it's driving it as opposed to 

getting the lift. So when you watch the one he hits at the 52 yarder, his toe is just at the ball and he strokes it 

through it. And you see the foot down underneath the midpoint. So, you know, he struck it well. So those are 

the things mechanically he's got to continue to work on.” 

On status of QB Ryan Fitzpatrick: 

“As I told you guys the other day, we'll be getting another MRI in a week. Okay. So once we figure out what's 

happening there, we'll go from there.” 

 



 

 

On if he worries about pushback from players for having practice during the bye week: 

“No, I don't. Whatever we decide to do this week, we're going to decide to do.” 

 

On his thoughts on the rookie and free agency class thus far: 

“I would like to think that with some of the things that we've done with Jamin [Davis], I'm feeling pretty good 

about some of his progress. Some of the things that I think he can get better at are think are things he needs to 

get better at. I really like what we got from Sam [Cosmi] until he got hurt, but Sam really seemed to pick it up 

quickly. I like how Benjamin [St-Juste] is working and becoming a quality young player in this league. I think 

Dyami [Brown] got a little bit of a ways to go and understanding how people are going to handle him. He's a 

guy with tremendous speed and we saw what that speed can do, but we've got to get a little bit more out of it. I 

like what we've gotten from John [Bates], I think John Bates has done an excellent job. And you know, when 

Logan [Thomas] got hurt, you could really see him stepping up and taking advantage of his opportunity. I think 

Dax [Milne] is a guy that can really come on and do some of the things that we're looking for at that position 

because he's a good young guy. As far as the free agents, I'd like to see, obviously I know Curtis [Samuel] can 

do, we just got to get him back on the field. I think William [Jackson III] is still developing and growing in our 

system, a lot of the techniques are new to him so that's a little bit of a work in progress. Bobby [McCain], I 

think is handled it pretty well. You'd like for him to catch the ball when he had the chance yesterday. But 

Bobby's a bright football player that I think is playing well. I think Kam Curl gives us a good combination back 

there. I think DeAndre Carter has been a pleasant surprise. He's a guy that we knew had some return skills and 

he's shown them. I think we've got a little extra benefit when he's playing the slot for us and caught the long one 

yesterday, which was excellent. I think Adam Humphries has been a solid fined for us and he's done some really 

good things. Obviously a little disappointed we haven't had an opportunity to see what Ryan Fitzpatrick could 

have done for us because I think some veteran leadership, as far as the quarterback position would have been 

really helpful for us. Ereck Flowers has been very stout, very solid for us and he's been good. I also really like 

what we are getting from [Charles] Leno. I think he's come in and he solidified that left tackle position for us 

very nicely.” 

 

On giving RB Jaret Patterson and J.D. McKissic more touches to give Antonio Gibson a chance to heal: 

“No, and that's what we did this week. It was one of the things that we looked at and really felt that if we could, 

we could spot a little bit more with Jaret and he got into a little bit of a rhythm, and I know [Running backs 

Coach] Randy [Jordan] went with him and [Offensive Coordinator Scott Turner] calls some of the runs for him 

and thought he handled that nicely. J.D. is just a dynamic guy that we’ve got to really continue to look at how 

we can continue to get the ball in his hands. If you saw, we had them line up in the backfield with two running 

backs back there, we broke them out of the formation and used them as a slot. We used him as a Z. You got to 

get the ball in the playmaker’s hands, and he's a guy that we've got to continue to find ways to use and exploit. 

And the thing we can't forget about Antonio is that he is still a work in progress, and he seems to get stronger 

and stronger and better and better. But the shin has kind of slowed him down a little bit. And that's unfortunate 

because he could be an explosive player. We saw it a couple times where he gets a head of steam going, he can 

roll.” 

 

On how the team can find themselves: 

“Well, just because one of the big things is we haven't had everybody on the field consistently. So you've got 

different combinations of guys working and playing. We haven't had the guys on the field that we feel could 

really help us to play better and hopefully win some football games. I think it's going to be huge, being able to 

get Brandon [Scherff] and Sam [Cosmi] back on the football field. I think it could be very helpful having a 



 

 

healthy Curtis and Logan out there working together with our offensive guys. I think defensively, trying to 

figure out how we are, where we are. That's a little bit more of a work in progress. I think some of the things 

that we've done lately have really shown that we have the potential to get it going again, but we just got to keep 

working on that. But finding who we are got a lot to do with the guys that we haven't been able to use and play 

with, So I think coming out of this, we'll see how we respond to it, especially if we do get those guys back on 

the football field.” 

 

On the 2021 rookie and free agent class:  

“I would like to think that with some of the things that we've done with [LB] Jamin [Davis], I'm feeling pretty 

good about some of his progress. Some of the things that I think you can get better at, I think are things he 

needs to get better at. I really like what we got from [T] Sam [Cosmi] until he got hurt, but Sam really seemed 

to pick it up quickly. I like how [CB] Benjamin St-Juste is working and becoming a quality young player in this 

league. I think [WR] Dyami [Brown] got a little bit of a ways to go and understanding how people are going to 

handle him. He’s a guy with tremendous speed and we saw what speed can do. We've gotta get a little bit more 

out of it. Um, I like what we've gotten from John Bates. He has done a, an excellent job and when [TE] Logan 

[Thomas] got hurt, you could really see him stepping up and taking advantage of his opportunity. I think Dax 

[Milne], is a guy that can really come on and do some of the things that we're looking for at that position. Cause 

he's a good young guy. As far as the free agents, I'd like to see, obviously I know what [WR] Curtis Samuel can 

do, we just gotta get him back on the field. [CB] William [Jackson III] is still developing and growing in our 

system. A lot of the techniques are new to him. So that's a little bit of a work in progress. [S] Bobby [McCain] I 

think has handled it pretty well. You'd like to catch the ball when you had the chance yesterday. Bobby's a 

bright football player that I think is playing well. I think he and Kam Curl give us a good combination back 

there. I'm trying to remember. I think [WR] DeAndre Carter has been a pleasant surprise. He’s a guy that we 

knew had some return skills and he's shown them. I think we've got a left shoe benefit when he's played the slop 

horse and cut the long one yesterday, which was excellent. I think Adam Humphries has been a solid find for us 

and he's done some really good things. I'm trying to remember. There's anybody else I'm missing? Obviously a 

little disappointed we haven't had an opportunity to see what [QB] Ryan Fitzpatrick could have done for us 

because I think some veteran leadership, as far as the quarterback position would have been really helpful for 

us. Ereck Flowers has been very stout, very solid for us. He's been good. Also really like what we’ve been 

getting from [T Charles] Leno. I think he's come in and he solidified that left tackle position for us very nicely.”  

 

On RB Jaret Patterson being involved:  

“No, and that's what we did this week. It was one of the things that we looked at and really felt that if we could 

spot a little bit more with Jaret, he got into a little bit of a rhythm and I know Randy [Jordan] went with them 

and [OC Scott Turner] Scotty calls some of the runs for him thought he handled that nicely. [RB] JD [McKissic] 

is I think a dynamic guy that we've got to really continue to look at how we can continue to get the ball in his 

hands. If you saw, we had a line of the backfield with two running backs back there, we broke them out of the 

formation and used them as a slot. We used him as a Z. You have to get the ball in the playmakers hands. He's a 

guy that we've got to continue to find ways to use an exploit. The thing we can't forget about [RB] Antonio 

[Gibson] is that he is still a work in progress. He seems to get stronger and stronger and better and better. But 

the shin has kind of slowed them down a little bit. And that's unfortunate because he could be an explosive 

player. We saw it a couple times where he gets a head of steam going. He can roll.” 

 

On saying the team is still trying to find itself:  

“One of the big things is we haven't had everybody on the field consistently. You've got different combinations 

of guys working in play. We haven't had the guys on the field that we feel could really help us play better and 

hopefully win some football games. I think it's going to be huge, being able to get [G] Brandon [Scherff] and 



 

 

[T] Sam [Cosmi] back on the football field. I think it could be very helpful having a healthy Curtis and Logan 

out there working together with our offensive guys. I think defensively, trying to figure out where we are. That's 

a little bit more of a work in progress. I think some of the things that we've done lately, it really shown that we 

have the potential to get it going again, but we just got to keep working on that, but finding who we are got a lot 

to do with the guys that we haven't been able to use as well. So I think coming out of this, we'll see how we 

respond to it, especially if we do get those guys back on the football field.” 

 

On how he can keep the fanbase engaged: 

"Well, last year was an interesting year in the way things kind of evolved and happened for us, but I'll say that 

the truth of matter is it gets darkest before it gets brightest. We're going to have to go through this. There's a 

thing that I've learned from being around military personnel is that it takes three to five years to completely 

change a culture. Futility doesn't just disappear overnight. And to create a positive environment, it takes time. 

It's just not going to happen overnight. I look at the things that I did in Carolina. I looked at some of the teams 

and you sit there and you watch what Buffalo did, which I've talked about. And there's somethings that you sit 

there and say, 'Wow, there's some similarities.' But the one thing right now that really is probably the hardest 

thing for us to figure out is, do we have a franchise quarterback right now? Is that guy on our roster? Or is that 

guy going to be in free agency? Is that guy going to be in the draft next year? So, we've got to continue to work 

with what we have, continue to try and grow with what we have and try and develop who we have because if 

we do have what we're looking for and we can plug in a guy or that guy does develop on our roster, then we're 

going to be fine. And whether the fan base stays engaged or not, it's going to be up to them. We can do the best 

we can. We are going to play as hard as we can and we'll see what happens. We're going to show up every 

Sunday and try and give our best and hopefully win some football games and get their interest back. But, that's 

all we can do. It's tough. It's hard. I get that part of it. But winning is really the one thing that fixes everything.  

 

On how he would explain the month of October: 

"Chaotic. And part of it is trying to keep the guys focused on what's important as far as football is concerned. I 

mean, all those things that happen, all those things that are on the outside, they're important. But they're also 

interesting and for us as a football team, we have to be able to focus on playing the game. We can't let those 

things get in the way, we can't have those things as distractions. Is it hard? Yeah, it is. But at the end of the day, 

it really does come down to once we get to Sunday, it should be all about football." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


