
 

 

 

October 29, 2021 

 

Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 

On the importance of Sunday’s game:   

“They're all important, first and foremost. But again, going into the bye, you want to build that momentum. It's 

an opportunity to do that is what it really is to create some momentum as we go forward. That’s why it's 

important.” 

 

On the elevation in Denver:   

“Well supposedly, there’s a study that tells you that the elevation really doesn't get into you until after 24 hours. 

We’re trying to go on that science. Hopefully that's what it is. We’ll have the oxygen on the sideline. We'll have 

all that stuff ready to roll.” 

 

On if he keeps ownership informed on roster decisions:   

“What we do is we just inform the ownership of things that are going on and what's happening.”  

 

On how frequently he communicates with ownership:   

“Well, when I need to communicate something, I'll just talk to Mrs. Snyder or I'll talk to Mr. Snyder and just let 

them know what's happening and what we're doing.” 

 

On potentially putting WR Curtis Samuel on IR:   

“No, because if you put him on IR, you lose them for the rest of the year. We’re hoping that given a little bit of 

time, work a little bit more of his conditioning, we'll be able to have him down the stretch. After this week, I 

believe we'll have eight games left to play and we'll see what happens.” 

 

On balancing the condensed practice schedule with developing young players:   

“Well, they're still getting their reps. It's just that we've limited the action periods we have in terms of when 

we're hitting and when we're not hitting and stuff like that. We’re still getting the reps. We're still going through 

those plays. It's just that we've had to tell them to tone the tempo down a little bit, so we can get them all in.”  

 

On S Darrick Forrest: 

“He’s got one more week.”  

 

On Curtis Samuel:  

“Right. Well, what happened in that game was we had two other guys get hurt and we had to play them a little 

bit more than we wanted to. Unfortunately that set them back a little bit more. And because of that, we've had to 

be really careful because, as I said, with this stretch run coming after the bye, it's nine games we have left. We'd 

like to have him for that. So we've kind of been trying to pace it and see how he's done each day. And each day 

we judge it and each day we just feel that as we go forward to take our time with him and be smart and get him 

back for the run.” 

 



 

 

On if Samuel did too much in the Atlanta game:   

“Again, because of the situation and circumstances, we had to play him a few more snaps than we really wanted 

to. And unfortunately, we were off and it set him back.”  

 

On G Brandon Scherff:   

“It’s important to have all our guys back. You’d love to get Sam [Cosmi] back as soon as possible. You'd love 

to get Logan [Thomas] back as quickly as possible. You want to get Dyami [Brown] ready to roll and Curtis 

ready to roll. But unfortunately, you don't have it. As we go through each guy individually, you want to see 

where they are. We think Brandon is very, very close and we'll see how things are. And we'll see how he's 

later.” 

 

On how Samuel did rehabbing:   

“Yeah. He's just frustrated as anybody. He does want to get back out there. He comes in and he takes the right 

approach in terms of going through the stuff that they're putting him through.” 

 

On the defensive challenges of preparing for good quarterbacks:  

“Well, I think they're starting to develop and understand exactly what it takes. I think we did, again, like I said 

the last couple of weeks, I thought we did some good things. We had some opportunities, but, again like I said, 

it's about winning and unfortunately, we didn't get that done. You continue to see optimism for some of the 

things that we've done but not where we want to be obviously.” 

 

On if they look at the trade deadline differently this year:   

“Well, I wouldn't say we're looking at any differently. We're just kind of talking about where we are, what we 

have, who we like, who we don't like. Your ears are open and we'll see what happens once we get closer to the 

deadline.” 

 

On having General Manager Martin Mayhew and Executive Vice President of Football/Player Personnel 

Marty Hurney to collaborate with this year:  

“Well, I know this, meeting with Martin, Marty, [Senior Director of Player Personnel] Eric [Stokes], and  

[Director of Pro Personnel] Chris [Polian]. We meet weekly. We talk about where we are. We talk about what 

we feel like we need, we talk about players that we feel we have to develop. Based off of that, I think as we get 

close to the deadline, we'll see what happens.” 

 

On if the team has progressed in handling adversity:   

“I think we obviously struggled early on, trying to understand and get certain concepts across to them. Part of it 

again is the maturity of how to handle those things. Unfortunately, it's been a learning process for us. I think if 

you look at some of the things that have happened, being able to handle some adversity that we've had, I think 

we've kind of struggled with that. But I do think, again, based on the last couple of weeks, we've taken some 

steps I think in the right direction. We're not where we want to be, obviously, but we're going to continue to 

work towards it. We want to win and that's the bottom line.”   

 

On if this is where he expected the team to be this year:  

“I thought we'd be a little bit better in terms of our record. I thought we had opportunities that we didn't 

capitalize on. Those are all things that again are correctable. Those are the things that we got to work on and 

correct if we expect to win football games going down the stretch.” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


