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Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On having to be patient against the Kansas City Chiefs offense: 
"Yeah, you have to be patient. You have to be disciplined for the most part. If [Chiefs QB Patrick Mahomes] 
scrambles and picks up five, six, seven yards so be it. The thing you have to do is you want to make sure you 
prevent the big play over the top, so it's about being patient and disciplined." 
 
On the challenges of moving forward as an organization with negative news from the past constantly 
coming up: 
"Yeah, it is hard to move forward. Just because again, what we're trying to do is we're trying to get beyond 
those things that have happened in the past. Most of those things don't involve myself, the coaches, the players 
and so we're trying to make sure we're able to focus on what we feel is important for us as a football team going 
forward and that's our preparation for this Sunday's game more so than anything else."  
 
On if leading this team has been an even bigger challenge than he expected when he took the job: 
"It's been a challenge and just knowing that this was part if it. I understood what I was getting into and to have 
some of the stuff come out, to what degree they've come out, yeah that makes the challenges a little bit bigger."  
 
On monitoring WR Curtis Samuel: 
"We'll continue to treat it day-by-day, week-by-week. The big thing about it and the hard part for it, more so 
than anything else is that when he was put on the COVID list or whatever you want to call it during training 
camp, those were 10 valuable days and trying to get him back and the timing of getting him back and then 
having something pop up, that's hard. So, we get that and all we can do is just, depending on how he feels at the 
beginning of the week, we'll plan for him, or we'll plan without him. The only one who really knows how he 
feels and where he is, will be him. We trust him because of who he is. He's a veteran guy that when he's right, 
he's as good as anybody in the league." 
 
On what the plan is going forward for Samuel:  
"We'll see how he is on Monday, but I don't disagree with what you're saying. A lot of things will hinge on how 
he feels Monday. The last few days have been good days for him, but when we talk to him on Monday, we'll see 
how he is." 
 
On the team retiring Sean Taylor's jersey on Sunday: 
"Well, all I know is that this is alumni weekend and one of the things that they wanted to do was they want to 
honor one of the iconic players of the Washington Football Team in Sean. I think that's really cool. I really do. I 
think it's a long time coming, for what he has meant to a lot of people, to a lot of fans, to a lot of players. But 
one of the neat things about doing it during the alumni weekend is a lot of his former teammates will be there as 
well to help honor him. So I think it's something that is really cool. How it came about, I know it was something 
that had been planned." 
 
On the fans being upset that it was announced only three days prior to the game: 
"Well, I appreciate that. I appreciate the fans being upset about it. I do, because it just shows how much they 
care, you know? And I think that's a good thing. For whatever reason, we made a mistake and we owned the 



mistake, but we're still going to honor Sean to the best of our ability and try and do it right from this point. I 
mean, that's all we can do. They can't change anything and we're sorry. I apologize to the fans just so they know 
that, but we do care about who Sean is. That's why we're honoring him. That's why his parents will be here. His 
family will be here as we go through that process of honoring him. We have some of his former teammates who 
will be here and we're gonna do the best we can to make it right." 
 
On preparing to coach against Kansas City Head Coach Andy Reid: 
"I think for you when you face him, you have to expect him to understand that you know. You know what I'm 
saying? That you're thinking, okay, this situation is what I'm expecting. But you got to realize, Andy's probably 
thinking that you're thinking along those lines, so you gotta be very careful. As far as what he learns from us is 
that we are trying to figure out what he's going to do. Do we take chances and risks? Yes, we do. And I think he 
knows that and now it's him trying to figure out when are you going to do those things. I mean, there's a little bit 
of a chess game going here just because I've always felt that Coach [Reid] was a little unorthodox in some of his 
play calling and the way he's handled things, the way he looks at things. But it has served him very, very well 
and, knowing that, you have to expect certain things. A great example is what happened last year in the playoffs 
against Cleveland. On the fourth down-and-one when they roll out and throw the ball. I mean, it's one of those 
things you said, 'God, knowing Andy, he'll probably throw it in this situation.' I go back to my very first game 
coaching with him when we were playing Arizona at home. It was a crucial situation and when everybody 
thought we would run it, he threw it. We caught it, it was complete, but then unfortunately the receiver fumbled 
it. If he had held onto it, we'd have won the game. Instead they got the ball, they were still backed up, but we 
just didn't stop him." 
 
On the challenges of going up against a coach that he knows so well: 
"Honestly, at that point you're guessing, you're going with what either your gut instinct tells you or you're going 
with what your analytics are telling you. I mean, you have to use all of your tools and all of your sense against 
him. I mean, he is so unpredictable that it does make it hard. It's always been a challenge. It was a thrill to beat 
him one time. I could tell you that much and just knowing that is who Coach [Reid] is." 
 
On the DEA investigation: 
“Well, the hard part is just not knowing what it's all about. And that's the hard part because I don't know, maybe 
I could have given some insight. But, apparently, we'll just wait and see what happens.” 
 
On how the team is managing without a head athletic trainer:   
“Well, what we were able to do was we were able to bring in a couple of the interns we had last training camp 
who did a nice job for us. The great part is they're both available and they both came back in. We've added a 
couple extra hands. We’ve stepped up in terms of the doctors have been here a lot more. They have brought 
their people in a little bit more into the mix of the things that we have. So we've done everything we can to have 
hands available to work with the players.” 
 
On focusing more on football than off the field concerns: 
“It is, it's a little bit of siloed in terms of my primary focus now is really with football. We do have meetings and 
there are some things that do come across the table for me. We’ve planned some things out as an organization 
and some things that we've tried to do the right way. We had the Crucial Catch game we did in Atlanta. We did 
the THINK PINK® breast cancer for Mrs. Snyder last week. This week will be alumni weekend. Then we have 
obviously the Salute to Service stuff coming up as well. So, I mean, all these things are planned in advance, and 
we'll do the best we can to make sure we do them the right way.”  
 
On building back up the fan base:  
“Well, that's all part of it. Whether it's doing something in the community in the off season, it's the activations 



that we do per week that making sure everybody understands that we do care. We’re sincere about these things. 
These things we just don't do because it’s mandated by the League. We do these things because we believe in 
them. Crucial Catch for me, very personal. The THINK PINK® is very personal for everybody, especially the 
Snyder's. Salute to Service is huge. This alumni game should be important for all of us because these are the 
guys that help set the temple for this organization in terms of winning, what they did in the past winning three 
Super Bowls and two World Championships. This team has a very rich history and we most certainly do want to 
make sure we honor it. And then obviously the Salute to Service is very.  
 
On the attendance at FedExField:  
“Well, I hear about mostly from you guys reporting it, which I understand because it is news. For me, my 
objective is to win football games to get our fans, our supporters back in the stands. We’ve had a good crowd, 
but unfortunately, part of the crowd is the opponent. We’d love to get it to where it's a sea of burgundy and gold 
with a little blue sprinkled there, a little green sprinkled there, a little blue and silver sprinkled, that's it. That’s 
the goal. This process takes time and that's what we're working on is trying to get this process right, get this 
team right, win football games and get our fan support back.” 
 
On WR Terry McLaurin: 
“Terry came in and felt tight and sore, so we just wanted to be careful with him and have him checked out. 
Again, this is probably an abundance of caution. He did all the walkthrough stuff, all the installation stuff this 
morning with the guys out on the field. Then we took him over to the field, had them work on a couple of things 
with our strength and conditioning and trainers. Then he came back and watched the rest of the practice, 
watched his position and worked through those things. Obviously with him, you want to be careful. And so 
that's what we want to do. Truthfully it is no different from how we would have treated any of our starters. If we 
had concern, we wouldn't have had them come outside, do anything. I think this is an abundance of caution. The 
nice thing is we got two days to make sure everything's fine with him.” 
 
On RB Antonio Gibson:  
“Yes, absolutely. Antonio did a little bit more this week than he did last week to be straight with you on that. 
That’s important. As far as the shin thing is for him is that it's about how he feels. The better he feels, the more 
work you'll get, especially when the hope is to get him to where on Friday’s he's trending up, which he was this 
week. We feel really good about him.” 
 
On S Darrick Forrest:   
“Yeah, we're on track. Tomorrow we'll decide. The biggest thing more than anything else is we have three 
weeks to decide. As we go through today, tomorrow, we'll see where we are with all the other positions. We 
also got to look at where we are with [T] Sam [Cosmi], where we are with [TE] Logan [Thomas]. Those guys 
are all considerations.” 
 
On QB Ryan Fitzpatrick:   
“He’s just going through treating his hip. We’ll see how things progress.”  
 
On if he anticipates Fitzpatrick being on the side field next week: 
“Oh, I couldn't tell you that. Like I said, there really is no timeline with that. It’s an injury, it's a serious injury, 
obviously, because we had to put them on IR. We’ll see how everything responds. I know he has an MRI 
coming up pretty soon, which will tell us a lot more.” 
 
On the status of QB Taylor Heinicke when Fitzpatrick comes back:   
“just keep playing well. That to me is the biggest thing at the end of the day, guys. When it does come time to 
cross that bridge and make that decision, there's a lot of factors that will go into the decision that's made.” 
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