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Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On what G Brandon Scherff's injury is and what the expected timeline for return is:  
"Leg."  
 
On a report surfacing that Scherff had a sprained MCL: 
"Okay." 
 
On this being a challenging week and on how he has sensed the team working through it: 
"Well, I appreciate the way the fellas focused in. We talk about it and that's paying attention to what's important 
at the moment. And for us, it's focusing in on Sunday. Our guys handle those situations and circumstances 
pretty well. Got a little snicker a little bit because I think, unfortunately we've had to deal with a few things and 
the guys I think have been able to compartmentalize things and when they're here, they're here. They're able to 
focus. I thought they handled it well." 
 
On how WR Curtis Samuel looked after missing a couple of days of practice: 
"I thought he did a nice job. He looked good. We'll see how he is tomorrow morning, but if he continues to 
trend in the right way, we'll see how he is, but I think he's trending in the right way."  

On what exactly former trainer Bubba Tyer's role is: 
"Well, he's just a volunteer to help us get through the day. Just some basic stuff. Very, very basic stuff." 

On if he is going to look to bring in more help for the training staff: 
"Yeah, just so you guys know, we're going to have a couple of our interns come back in. Just some extra hands 
to help out. That's pretty much it and they will be here as needed." 
 
On if TE Logan Thomas being on IR and WR Curtis Samuel being limited puts extra stress on WR Terry 
McLaurin: 
"I don't think it puts a lot of stress on Terry. I think the guys that we brought in, the guys that we have are more 
than capable and we've seen it. We've seen it in the games. The guy that'll be fun to watch will be [WR] 
DeAndre [Carter]. He'll get some more opportunities and based on what we saw last week when he came in, in 
the fourth quarter and made the big catch and run, he has a skillset that suits some of the things that we can do. 
So like I said, he'll be interesting to watch." 
 
On what he has seen from the offensive line and if he is surprised by their play this season: 
"No, I'm not surprised. I think it's a well coached group. I think it's a deep group. In fact, I think some of the 
things that we did last year showed that it's a deep group, just because of the guys that played. [G] Wes 
Schweitzer steps up in terms of the next man up and he did a very good job, in fact. Very pleased with who [T] 
Cornelius Lucas is for us. You know, here's a guy that started a bunch of games for us. So, we're very fortunate 
to have guys like that. [C] Tyler Larson is a guy I'm very familiar with is a backup center, that's exciting. The 
guy that keeps developing and he's fun to watch is [OL] Saahdiq Charles. Right now, he's one of those primary 
backup guys that has a very important role for us. So we feel good about what we've done as far as getting the 
depth and hopefully we can maintain it and keep it, and we can get healthy and stay healthy." 



 
On what he thinks Charles' role could be with the team in the future: 
"He's show a lot of good position flex, and it's one of those things where it may be as needed and then we'll see 
how the offseason goes. It'll be a very difficult challenging one for us as far as personnel is concerned. But 
when you got guys that have position flex, you can fill needs. So, it'll be interesting to watch when we get to the 
offseason."  
 
On if pocket awareness for quarterbacks having the ability to extends plays with their legs has gotten 
more important: 
"Yes, it has. It really has. What you see though, is you see because of the quarterback's mobilities, I've seen a 
few more routes go a little deeper, a little more vertical than they used to. When you can move in the pocket, 
avoid, step up and deliver it, it gets to be pretty impressive -- the numbers, just because of how many balls are 
being thrown and how much deeper the routes are getting run." 
 
On if that pocket awareness is something that can be taught or if it is just something natural: 
"I wouldn't say it's natural. I think it's just innate, after you've done it for a period of time, it becomes second 
nature to a lot of these guys. Some guys never could develop it and it's probably because their focus gets so 
much downfield and then some guys can get too much pocket awareness and instead of getting their eyes 
downfield, now they get their eyes looking around. So, there's a fine line between developing it for the good and 
developing it too much." 
 
 
On how much he looked into QB Taylor Heinicke’s XFL career: 
“We knew who he was and we knew he would fit us. And we knew he'd be a guy that if something came up, 
he'd be ready to roll. That's how he was when he was in Carolina. It was the same thing with Kyle [Allen]. 
These are guys that are similar in skill sets, similar in football intelligence. And you just knew that if we needed 
to, they would be ready for us.” 
 
On Taylor being a backup QB in the XFL:  
“I mean, you know, coaching’s in an inexact science sometimes when it comes to evaluating. We're not all the 
best evaluators and we make mistakes too. Maybe Taylor didn't show something and that's too bad because he's 
showing us exactly what he's capable of and it's been exciting.” 
 
On how he can’t show what he can do with his legs during practice and if that hurt his evaluation:  
“Well, yeah. When you're just going strictly off of training camp and practices. Yeah. It can because you see the 
whole scope of who he is when the action starts, with his ability to slide the pocket, step up in the pocket or bail 
and get out of the pocket and make something happen. That's a pretty valuable skillset. Now, at the same time, 
he's got to continue to grow and understand that, ‘Hey, if once I do that, expose myself, I just gotta be ready to 
protect myself.’”  
 
On CB William Jackson III:  
Well, I think he's still developing. He's a very skilled young man. He's got quickness and he's got speed. There 
are some things that he's got to continue to work and develop on. We know he's a good cover man. And we 
have to be really careful is that we're working so hard trying to have that feel and understanding for zone 
awareness, that we don't want to take away what his real good skills are. So, we've just got to help continue to 
develop it. I don't disagree with him saying that because he's a guy that is a little bit of a work in progress in 
terms of just learning it. When really it's, Hey, you line up, take that guy all the time. That's easy, but now, you 
know, he's got to do a few more things and it's as crazy because he's got such a good skill set. And as he is, he 
gets, I think comfortable is probably the better word for it when he gets comfortable with the technique, you 



really see it. Cause then he'll understand when to take those chances. And when not to, that's probably a better 
thing to say, is that just learning and developing that field that you need that says, ‘Hey, I can look through this 
and take that chance to make that play.’ When he's in man, you see it. You see his physical, you see all over it. 
But when you get to the zone awareness, you see a little more tentativeness because you don't want to be wrong. 
It's probably another good thing to say about it. He works at it so hard.” 
 
On CB Kendall Fuller in coverage:  
“It really does depend, because again, especially when they're on part of the underneath coverage, there's a 
landmark. But there's also a match to the landmark. Hey, I'm working this part of the zone and who enters my 
zone. I got to start to match. And so, there is a little bit of field and understanding that because again, sometimes 
if the quarterback is looking at you now I've got to redesign this to which area should I match. And that's part of 
it too.” 
 
On Saints QB Jameis Winston: 
“The thing that I've seen with him and again, got a chance to watch all four of his games and watch the things 
that he did. You can see that he's developing into a guy that's learning to read and understand through what 
coach [Sean] Peyton's trying to do. I mean, what he does is not simple, in my opinion. I think he's a great play 
caller, great play designer. So there is some complexity to it. I think he's learning it. Because again, it's not 
simple for all these years, he is in one style. Then last year he started to see some of the things that they do. And 
now it's trying to think, find, what he does best and now starting to implement those things. He's got a 
tremendous skill set in terms of mobility as a quarterback, he's got a good arm. He could sit and deliver a good 
ball. The thing that concerns me is his ability to throw the deep ball. Cause I've seen that.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Head Coach Ron Rivera

