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Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On if he feels the team’s mindset is where it should be:   
“Not necessarily. I think the thing that I'm struggling with more so than anything else is just we have to play the 
schemes the way they're designed. They're set up a specific way, and there's an accountability to it. You have to 
do your job, and you have to be mature enough to handle that situation and circumstances. Sometimes we get to 
the point where we want to try and do more than we have to.” 
 
On playing up tempo:   
“The tempo is not the problem, practicing fast is not the problem. Again, it's about our execution. Us as 
coaches, too, you know, we got to help out. We’ve got to make sure we're putting them in a position to have 
success. We all make mistakes. We all make decisions. I made a couple of decisions yesterday and both of them 
backfired on us. I threw the flag when I disagreed. I thought that we had got the first down and I threw the flag 
when I thought we could get a fourth and one. So those are on me.” 
 
On his evaluation through the first three games:   
“I'd like to say I think some of us are playing a little cautious. We don't want to make mistakes, so we allow 
things to happen in front of us. I think some of us are trying too hard to make something happen and that's 
costing us. And again, it's really just do your job, put yourself in position. I've said this, the play doesn't care 
who makes it okay. There's plays out to be made and if you're supposed to be, you get a chance to make those 
plays.” 
 
On the safety group:   
“I kind of thought those three guys played pretty well individually. I thought those guys made some plays. 
There's a couple of things that they still got to work out in terms of understanding the overall scheme. They, for 
the most part, put themselves into some good positions. I really liked what we got from Kam [Curl] watching 
him get close into the box and doing some of those things. I thought Bobby [McCain] gave us a couple of plays 
out of the secondary as did Landon [Collins]. I thought Landon did a nice job a couple of times coming down 
out on the edge of the box and made some really nice tackles and some nice plays. I think the three of those 
guys are really kind of getting it together. You think for the fact that really Landon missed most of last year 
with the injury and Bobby's new to what we're doing. I think those three guys are a pretty solid group.”  
 
On players missing assignments:  
“Well, you see it every now and then at the beginning. You see it now sometimes when they're pressing and 
they want to make a play. And again, it's just that's the hard part. You don't want to fall guy for trying, but you 
also want to make sure they understand just how important it is to do your job and be accountable.” 
 
On DE Chase Young’s progression:   
“Yeah. That's the hard part for him is the expectations are high and he's trying to make things happen. He's had 
some really good moments. I believe he had a pretty good pressure right yesterday and had a couple of chances 
at some pretty good plays. It's just one of those things that he gets a little extra attention with the chipper to his 
side or the protection turning towards him. He's just going to have to learn to continue to cope with it. But at the 



same time, he's also got to understand what his strengths are and really attack it with those strengths because he 
can be such a disruptive player.”  
 
On players just wanting to make plays:  
“Because they want to win. I think the thing they have to understand is that doing things the right way, giving 
yourself a chance by playing within the framework, it creates the opportunities that they want. And that's hard. 
It's hard to feel right now, hard to see. But again, it's one of those things. To me, it's going to happen. It just a 
matter of time, we'll continue to work at it. We know the situation, the circumstances, what we feel we need to 
correct, who we need to correct and what we think works best with these guys. We’ll get those things worked 
out.”  
 
On WR Curtis Samuel:   
“We'll see how it goes on Wednesday. That’s the thing that we're pretty excited as a group. I think the offensive 
coaches are pretty fired up to see exactly where he is. If he has a good day Wednesday, we'll progress and go 
forward.” 
 
On the defensive front getting pressure:  
“One of the things that we saw, we really kind of saw it on tape this past Sunday was rush wasn't as coordinated 
as it needed to be. We had a couple instances where when Daron [Payne] would win to whichever side he was 
with the end, he'd win but unfortunately, the end wasn't coordinated with him. He did a nice up and under move 
and got himself back inside, we had the end wash around to the outside. A couple of times when the end went to 
the outside, Daron made a nice outside move as well. So we had two guys outside. And again, it's one of those 
things that they have to have a little more coordination. They got to work a little bit better together and just 
understanding where each other's going to be. Because again, you need to make sure you've got an inside guy 
and an outside guy. You can't have two guys going into the same area.” 
 
On rushing four against Buffalo:   
“We felt we had an opportunity to just rush four. We could get the pressure we needed on the quarterback just 
rushing four. That’s the thing that you hope for is to be able to do that, so you can keep your coverage at seven 
back there. I mean, and again, it's the other way round. If you blitz and you don't get there, and then everybody 
wants to know why you’re bring in five or six guys.” 
 
On the status of G Brandon Scherff before halftime: 
“On the interception, Brandon went in pursuit to get over there and to try and help make the tackle on the 
interception. And when he got towards the sideline because it goes from turf to whatever that plastic or rubber 
thing is, he really couldn't stop. So his momentum carried him into the sidewall. He hit it pretty good. They just 
wanted to check him out and make sure he was all right, that's why they took him inside just before the half to 
get a chance to double check and see that he's okay. And then everything turned out well enough that he was 
able to come back and play.” 
 
On allowing touchdowns on the first drive: 
“I think it is a point of emphasis, but everything's got to be better. It really does. As a football team right now, 
we're not playing to our abilities. That's the thing that’s probably hard for all of us is we feel well like we are 
better than what we've shown. Obviously, it's something that's got to improve.” 
 
On leadership with QB Ryan Fitzpatrick being out: 
“I think they look at each other more so than anything else. And that's really what it's got to be. You know, you 
can't always rely on one guy, you got to rely on each other. That's what I think makes the team so good is that 
there's more than one leader.” 



 
On how he wants the team to respond against Atlanta: 
“I think more than anything else to me, and I've said this, is let's just do our jobs. Eleven guys doing one thing at 
a time, not one guy trying to do eleven. That gives us a chance I think it to be successful.” 
 
On how coaches can improve to help the team: 
“Well, I think some of the things that we can do, obviously it is deciding about play calling. Some plays we sit 
there and say, I wish we could have called this. You can do a lot of those things. You can say, what ifs, ands, or 
buts, but maybe a different call that time might be a better call, maybe a different personnel group might be a 
better personnel group. So we'll just continue to look at what we can do and what we can do to help them.” 
 
On what DE Chase Young does really well and what his focus should be:  
“The first big part is his get off when he's playing vertical and getting through to his third step before he decides 
what he wants to do, I think he's a very disruptive football player. And sometimes I think he has a little stutter in 
one of his moves and that to me it’s not what he does best because the stutter he's got to stop, start, and go 
again. And I would much rather see him keep going vertical because when he is moving, he is a force, and he is 
difficult to stop.” 
 
On decisions he would want QB Taylor Heinicke to make:  
“So I'd like for him to do things in more of a game manager way. Sometimes that is really just taking what's 
given to you. Go ahead and throw the checkdown go ahead and throw the drag or the slant as opposed to, okay, 
I'm going to wait for the dig to get it to that middle window. And then in the meantime, everything is closing 
around me as the quarterback. I'm going to go ahead and scramble out to my right, and I'm going to wait for the 
guy to come across on the throw across my body. Those are the things that you don't want to see him do and 
take what's there in front of them. Again, it might be a simple check down on third and eight and give the guy a 
chance to catch it turn and run and see if he can pick it up. You don't have to throw the ball to a receiver that is 
beyond the down marker. And that's some of the things that he has to understand as far as game management. 
We'll make the right decision, not the decision because it's a hard decision or because it's easy, but the right one, 
and if the right one is during the checkdown, we'll live with the checkdown, we'll live with the good decisions, 
the right decisions.” 
 
On where the team is on ‘the measuring stick’ he speaks of: 
“I think there's a little bit of a gap. I mean, if you go back and look at some of the things that happened 
offensively and some of the good things. I'm a little disappointed that our first drive in my opinion, was stopped 
by a call that I didn't think was the right call as far as calling pass interference. Because when you get a chance 
to watch it on tape, you see that the middle linebacker basically absorbs the guy that supposedly set the pick. 
And if you watch that play and you sit there and go, well, that's not pass interference. Because the guy turned 
and absorbed them and took away a first out. So then the second one, unfortunately we fumbled the ball on a 
nice play. We hit the tight end into the middle and he's picking up good yardage, but he fumbles at midfield 
unfortunately. So you settle down, you score some points. Offense we did some really good things. Defensively, 
we had our moments. But what we didn't do is we didn’t string them together. We weren’t in consistent in our 
play. Are we that far off? No, I don't think we are. I really don't. But I do know to give ourselves an 
opportunity, a chance to be one of those types of teams, we've got to play like one of those. We've got to play 
disciplined football all the way across the board on all three phases. And that gives us a chance to win football 
games. Yeah, we have a lot of time I get that, and I know a lot of people have expectations because of that 
talent. But as this talent is being worked and molded into a unit, into a team, we're going to suffer some of these 
games. We're going to go through this. If you play long enough, you will get beat like this and that's just the 
way it is. But how you handle it, how you bounce back, that's what's important. That's how you learn. And 



hopefully our guys will learn and understand, you know, that we have to do it a specific way to give ourselves a 
chance.” 
 
On playing against good QB’s in the schedule: 
“No because everybody's got to play everybody else. Because if that was the case, then you sit there and you 
look at some of these teams and you say, they didn't earn that record, look at who they're playing. And that's not 
fair because everybody sits there and goes, oh well, you guys didn't deserve to be in the playoffs, but yet who 
played the world champs the best last year? See what I'm saying? I mean, we're the ones everybody said, ‘Wow, 
you guys played against Tampa Bay better than anybody else in the playoffs.’ So that doesn't matter. What 
matters is how you play on Sundays and right now we didn't play very well on Sunday. That's something that 
truly matters. That's why they say this in this league, any team can beat any team on any given Sunday. Why? 
Because it's about who plays the best during that game. You play best during that game; you're going to win the 
game. We didn't play our best, they did, so we give them credit. They deserve to beat us because we did not 
play very well.” 
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