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QB Taylor Heinicke 
 
On if he feels like a different quarterback this season: 
"You mean back when I was in Carolina? I feel like my game has progressed a lot throughout those years. I think I've 
matured more, I feel like I know this offense more. I feel like I know the NFL game more, it's one of those things where 
you don't want to turn the ball over. That's the biggest thing. And that's what, in 2018 when I had my first start, I had three 
interceptions and we were down in the red zone a couple of times and I just kept on giving the ball away. So, if you get rid 
of those mistakes, you give yourself a nice chance to win." 
 
On why he thinks his teammates gravitate towards him: 
"Maybe it's the being at home, taking classes and coming in and playing well thing. I don't know. All I know is when I go 
out there and I'm excited to be out there, it's been a dream of mine and I want to go out there and play some good football 
and win games. So, maybe that's it. I just try and go out there and give the guys some energy and hopefully go get a win."  
 
On how he felt coming out of the game and on some of his offseason work in building up more muscle: 
"Yeah, it felt good. I guess that's not something I really think about during the game, but after the game, I can kind of tell 
a difference. I was a little sore, but that's football for you. It's not a matter of whether you're hurt, everyone's hurt. You just 
stay not injured. So, I'm fortunate enough to come out of the game, not injured and hopefully we can just keep that 
rolling." 
 
On if he has the ability to voice his opinions in terms of the offensive game plan: 
"Yeah, well the good thing is me and [offensive coordinator] Scott [Turner] have been together for four or five years. He 
knows what I'm good at, what I'm not, he knows what I'm comfortable with and what I'm not. We have good 
communication within us too. I feel like we're going to have a good relationship and hopefully we can get the ball rolling 
and get the ball moving and score some points."  
 
On if he agrees when people label him a gamer:  
"I somewhat agree with it. Playing in a game is a lot different than practice. In practice, you really want to stay in the 
pocket, go through your reads and kind of see things from the pocket in a perfect world. But, everyone knows during a 
game, things break down, holes open up and I know sometimes I can use my legs. So, the biggest thing for me is to have 
my legs be my last option. I really try and get the ball to those playmakers, hands on. If things break down then my legs 
can be a checkdown." 
 
On how he thinks the offense can start faster: 
"Yeah. Going back and looking at it, football's the ultimate team sport and you have 11 guys just trying to do one job and 
you need all 11 to do their job for it to be successful. So you go back and look at the film in any game. If one guy doesn't 
do their job, it's tough. I think if we all just hone in and just focus on your only job, we'll be fine and we'll move the ball 
and just sticking to the game plan, whatever defense they throw at us, I feel like every play we have has an answer. So if 
we're on top of that, I think we'll be fine."  
 
On getting the ball to the playmakers more: 
"Yeah. You know, we would love to get the ball in [TE] Logan [Thomas] and [WR] Terry's [McLaurin] hands as much as 
possible, but at the same time, you don't want to force it in there. That's when mistakes happen. So, we understand that 
Terry didn't have a touch in the first half, but I think that was part of their game plan was try and double him, and have 



someone else beat them. I know we made some adjustments at halftime and I think we came out and did alright, so we just 
fell a little short." 
 
On how he feels his chemistry is with the wide receivers: 
"Yeah. I feel like we have good chemistry. We work together a lot in routes on air throughout the offseason. While [QB 
Ryan Fitzpatrick] Fitz is throwing to Terry, I'm throwing to [WR Cam Sims or someone else -- [WR] Dyami [Brown]. I 
feel like I've gotten a good amount of reps with all of them. I feel like I have good chemistry with all of them, so we'll go 
out on Thursday and hopefully we can put it together."  
 
On knowing that he has a chance to start for an extended period of time: 
"Something I've been dreaming about my whole life, being a starting quarterback in the NFL and here we are. So, I really 
try and take it one day at a time, one meeting at a time, one play at a time. I feel like if I just live in the moment, 
everything else will take care of itself. I don't try and get too ahead of myself. When we're at practice, I just listen to the 
play, remember what we talked about -- meetings, what we're trying to get accomplished and really take it one play at a 
time. We'll worry about the other stuff later."  
 
On what the emotions are like going into play quarterback in the middle of a game: 
"Yeah, it's a bag of mixed emotions. You're excited because you're playing, but you're also, I won't say upset, but you're 
kind of defeated in the fact that your starter just got hurt. It's rough for everybody. So, my biggest thing is, when things 
like that happen, a lot of the energy is lost and you try and go in there and just bring it back. It's still a lot, two and a half 
quarters to play -- we're still in the game, let's try and save this thing. It's not the first time it's happened in my career that 
I've kinda been thrown in there. I just try to go in there and execute the game plan of the ball and hopefully score some 
points."  
 
On what goes through his mind when he enters a game: 
"I think the biggest thing is just getting that first completion and then getting a first down. Once you start getting the 
chains moving and getting the guys in a groove, I think that helps a lot of people. For me, honestly, getting hit and hitting 
the ground kind of gets the jitters out of the way, kind of brings me down to earth. You kind of saw that in the last game, 
first two plays where balls were a little high, got sailed a little bit, and then came out in the two-minute drive and got 
things going. So when we got that field goal, got a little confidence, and then we came out in the second half, went down 
and scored a touchdown. Hopefully we can do that Thursday, get off to a nice hot start and keep the ball rolling." 
 
On his long throw to WR Terry McLaurin down the sideline: 
"The throw could have been a lot better, but it was a hell of a catch. When I saw it on the field, I think I had like an 
offensive lineman in front of me where I was on the ground. I didn't know the magnitude of the catch, but after the game, 
when I saw it on social media, it was unbelievable. That's something that Terry brings to the table. He's dynamic, he's a 
playmaker, so it's a lot of fun watching him run routes and catch the ball." 
 
On if throwing shorter passes in the Chargers game was part of taking what the defense was giving to him: 
"It was just a play call that we had up. You're kind of getting like four receiver to one side and have Terry be a one-on-
one. You always feel good with Terry being one-on-one with somebody. So it was a double move, he kind of surprised 
me by slipping inside, so he was a lot further in than I thought he was. I just tried to lead him out and I just put a little too 
much air on it." 
 
On if he thinks the added weight he put on in the offseason helped him: 
"I mean, I got hit a couple of times during the game, it didn't hurt as much, I guess you could say. But the biggest thing 
again, for me this offseason was to put on weight, but not lose my speed and agility. I feel like I did a good job of that. A 
big goal of mine throughout the years, just to keep that weight on and keep the strength up and keep the speed up, so I'm 
working hard every day in the weight room." 



 
On knowing when to make a play with his legs vs. with his arms: 
"I feel like I did pretty well. There wasn't really a time where I kinda tucked the ball and ran before I went through my 
progressions. I feel like I used my legs well in the game. So, hopefully I'll keep doing that throughout the weeks." 
 
On what his speech was to the team at practice today when he broke the huddle: 
"Yeah. Coach Rivera asked me to go break it down today, which he does. He has a different person break it down every 
day. We kinda just went in there and, being the new starting guy, I felt like I need to get in front of the team a little bit. So 
I went in there and said a couple of words that I probably shouldn't say right now about these Giants. Hopefully it got the 
guys fired up and ready to play for Thursday." 
 
On if he can be himself a little bit more now that he is the starter for the foreseeable future: 
"Yeah, I'm still myself but it was Ryan's team, so it wasn't my place to do that. But now, if I feel like I need to do it, I'll do 
it. Again, when we get out there on Thursday, everyone's pretty juiced up and everyone's ready to go." 
 
On what it means to him that the team is giving him a chance to start and that they didn't go out and try to bring 
in another veteran quarterback: 
"Yeah, it means a lot. I think someone asked me the question after the game, you've had a lot of doubters out there, stuff 
like that and I don't care about the doubters outside the facility. It's the people in the facility that I care about. If they have 
confidence in me and they believe in me, that's all that I care about. Like you just said, that kinda tells me they have that 
confidence in me. So, it means a lot to me, it helps me play better. It gives me a lot more confidence and I'm excited for 
the opportunity." 
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