
 
 
September 13, 2021 

Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
Opening Statement:  
“Ryan [Fitzpatrick] did subluxate it. We are going to put him on IR [reserve/injured list]. He will continue with 
a couple of more visits with the doctors, just to get another opinion. I don't know any much more than that. We 
will start [QB] Taylor [Heinicke] this week. He will be backed up by [QB] Kyle [Allen], and we brought in 
[QB] Kyle Shurmur as a practice squad player that we're going to try and get up to speed [and] have him as an 
emergency guy for now. So that's where we are. As I said, I don't know anything much more about the injury 
other than he did subluxate it. We're going to get a second opinion just to make sure on all the stuff that we 
have, and we're going to put him on our IR and we're going to go from there. As we learn more, we'll go from 
there.” 
 
On if he anticipates bringing in another quarterback aside from QB Kyle Shurmur:   
“No, as of now, no. We’ve got a short week; we'll get through the week and we'll go from there.  
 
On if he expects QB Ryan Fitzpatrick to be back after three weeks:  
“I don't know yet.” 
 
On QB Taylor Heinicke’s performance:   
“Well, obviously we were pleased. We moved the ball well; we made some things happen.  We moved to ball 
well early, too. We just didn't put it in the end zone; but with Taylor, we got one in the end zone. I thought the 
throw that he made to [TE] Logan [Thomas] was a heck of a throw, a heck of a play by Logan. It’s unfortunate. 
We had some other opportunities that we missed. We didn't convert a couple of times we had an opportunity to; 
and of course, we can't turn the ball over. But you know, it was good to see some of the things that happened 
out there.” 
 
On game planning for QB Taylor Heinicke vs. QB Ryan Fitzpatrick:  
“Really it is that Taylor's going to start and then it'll be about the decisions that Taylor makes when he's got the 
ball in his hands. I mean, that's the truth that matter. Ben, just so you know, what we do offensively, both those 
guys have the ability to do. There was no, when Taylor was in, we call something different. We call the same 
place for both those guys. So there really isn't any difference in the way that the plays are being called by 
[Offensive Coordinator] Scott [Turner].” 
 
On when Fitzpatrick will see additional specialists:   
“No, I don't. I have no idea. The only thing I'm up to speed on right now is, like I said, that he did subluxate it. 
We're going to put them on IR. He is going to see a couple of other doctors. We want to make sure we want to 
make sure we get as good an answer as to what's going on so that we know how to handle everything going 
forward from that point.” 
 
On if there is anything tricky with this injury:  



“I don't know. I really don't.”   
 
On the quarterback situation the last two seasons:   
“Well, it was frustrating; but hopefully with the situation we have right now, we can go forward. I mean, we'll 
see. Again, that's what we're hoping for. We like the guys that we have, we had them play for us. They've done 
some good things for us. So we'll see what happens though.” 
 
On LT Charles Leno and RT Sam Cosmi:   
“Well, I thought they had their moments. I really did. There were some really good things. Sam did some good 
things. He was physically stout at the point. You really saw him for the most part battle. They put one of the 
premier pass rushers on him. I thought he did some really good things. [Joey] Bosa did some good things too 
against him. I mean, it was a good baptism under fire for the young guy. I thought Charles was pretty good, was 
pretty stout in terms of his pass protection. There are some things that he can be better at, some things that he 
will work and get better. I feel good about what we got from the two of them, but I do believe we will be 
better.” 
 
On how Heinicke handled certain game situations:  
“I thought he handled them very well. I really did. I thought again, he made some good decisions. He ran when 
he was supposed to run. A couple of times I think where he thought about turning up, he didn't and went ahead 
and went out of bounds. There was one when he didn’t step up through the middle and did get the few yards and 
took a little bit of a shot. But again, I think he understands that he's gotta be more responsible with himself. I 
think he made some good, quick decisions, got the ball out quickly, got the ball out in a very timely matter 
when he did throw it downfield. You can see that all these things that he talked about, he's kind of put together, 
which is a real positive.” 
 
On his confidence level with Heinicke and QB Kyle Allen and their injury histories:  
“I'm as confident as I could be. You just never know what's going to happen. It’s a game. It's just what happens 
when you play this type of football game.” 
 
On if he can further explain a subluxate: 
“Well, I didn't go to medical school, so I wouldn’t be able to explain. I really couldn't. Other than I know that it 
has something to do with it moving into joint. That that's all I can tell you. Like I said, I just asked for the bare 
minimum. When I talk to you guys, I'm not going to get into it. I'm not going to get misquoted. I just want to be 
careful with what I say. I was told it was subluxated, we’ll put him on IR and that he is going to see a couple 
other doctors for a second opinion, just to make sure we did get it right.” 
 
On the defensive line’s performance:  
“Well, I think a lot of it has to do with some inconsistent play. Some things that happen, unfortunately. When 
you got a guy rushing from one area and somebody should be inside, he makes a move outside, you got a 
couple of guys rushing from the same areas. Quite honestly, a couple of times he got the ball out quickly. They 
chipped their way out a couple times. They max protected a couple of times, which does slow us down. That’s 
unfortunate because again, it's one of those things that we've gotta be better to give ourselves an opportunity. 
The hard part is to give up as many yards as we did, but yet to only give up the points that we did. We had a 
chance to win. That’s what it comes down to at the end of the game, we had a chance to win.”  
 



On if any examples of the inconsistent play stick out in his head: 
“Well, I just think it's a matter of working, and now that we kind of have a feel and understanding. One thing to 
understand about this game, kudos to them. They didn't play pretty much any of their starters, so trying to get an 
understanding of where we were going to find their guys, that was difficult. What type of protections they were 
going to use, that was difficult. So, you know, you gotta give them credit. This is a good football team that came 
in with a good plan that they weren't going to show anything specific during the preseason. As a result, they 
were able to protect their quarterback. I think I'll give you one of the specifics. We had a rush where we had a 
good inside push and what happened was both our outside guys went to make an inside move. When you get a 
good inside push, the quarterback can’t step up. If you're coming from the outside, he can't step up, we got a 
chance to get them. Whereas at one point, we had a good outside rush and the quarterback stepped up and we 
were stuck on a game on the inside. It’s kind of working together, getting the rush and the rushers working in 
unison and just having a better feel and understanding. That gets developed as time goes.” 
 
On the missed assignments:   
“We saw a little bit of that. We saw some missed assignments. We saw guys that weren't in the gaps that they 
should be in. We saw guys jumping gaps. Again, it's one of these things that when you play this style of 
defense, there's an accountability to it. Okay. Everybody's responsible for a specific gap. You have to be in your 
gap. You've got to trust that the guy next to you is going to be where he's supposed to be. You’ve got to do 
these things in order for this team defense to be successful.” 
 
On CB Benjamin St-Juste:   
“Well, I will say this, some of the things that they did, it was going to be tough on anything you did. They threw 
a couple of back shoulders. That's really all about the timing of it all. Benjamin was in a good position for the 
most part, and then the ball got thrown behind him. That’s a very veteran play by the quarterback and by the 
receiver, you have to give them credit. So in that case, you're not going to be able to give him a lot of help. 
Some of the other things, yeah, we could have probably rolled the defense a little bit different. But again, that's 
understanding now knowing what they do. It's something that you can game plan a little bit more, understanding 
how they approach things, how they attack things. It's one of those things that, you’ve got to give them credit. 
Like I said, early on, they did something and that was they didn't play anybody. They didn't show their hand. 
Now knowing, you can easily do some other things, but that's hindsight, you know, now that’s 20/20.”  
 
On William Jackson III’s interception:   
“That's the tough part. That's the maturity part. That's about understanding just how important it is to play the 
game, play your responsibilities, do your job. And that's really what we ask is that the guys just understand that 
this is accountability defense. Our run gaps are responsibility based. Our coverages tell you to play certain 
leverages based on where your help is going to come from. If you're not playing your leverages, if you're not 
playing where you're supposed to or how you're supposed to, you're not going to get help. You’re not going to 
be in your gap that you're assigned to. So these are all things that we have to work with and work through.”  
 
On WR Dyami Brown:  
“The speed showed. I mean, that's how we got the big pass interference. He was running by the guy and he just 
grabbed him. I think that's one thing that knowing what he can do and how he can do it is going to help us going 
forward is kind of send a little bit of a message, especially the fact that Fitz [QB Ryan Fitzpatrick] laid one out 
there. People now know we are going to throw it deep. That was really good to see. We had a chance for a little 
bit of a bubble on the outside, and, unfortunately, you got to give credit to the plant and drive that their defender 



made. If he doesn't get Dyami down, Dyami is going to turn that into a big play. Just knowing that you've got 
some quickness and speed out there is really going to help us. It was good to see. He’s got a ways to go. Quite 
honestly, I think our young guys played young a little bit yesterday.” 
 
On the quarterback changes:  
“Well, it's the nature of the game though. First of all, it's the most important position on your team. Secondly, 
the nature of the game is it's a physical game and it's going to happen. Unfortunately, it's happened to us more 
than we need to have it in the last season and a game. You just hope that we can get a streak where we can keep 
guys on the field for a long time and benefit from their abilities. We’ve been fortunate. We've had some really 
good quarterbacks in the year and a game that we've had that have been really good at moving us. We've had 
some real strong-armed guys, but you just gotta be able to keep guys healthy and keep them on the field.” 
 
On if he’s spoken to Fitzpatrick today:  
“Well, we've just been texting back and forth. I haven't had a chance to really talk to him because he's been 
getting the tests done that he needs to have done right now.” 
 
On if the team will rally around Heinicke:   
“I think it will be cool. I really do. I think our guys will rally around him. It’s just one of those things that some 
guys have an innate ability to create some enthusiasm, some excitement. That's kind of the bit about Taylor 
because of the way he plays. He plays a little bit like his hair is on fire. He plays a little bit like a gunslinger. 
But I think, and I hopefully believe that he's matured a little bit. He understands what he has to do and how he 
has to do it. I'm excited to see what's going to happen.” 
 
On the short week:  
“I’m not worried about Taylor as far as the reps and preparation because he's a very bright, young man. He's a 
smart guy. He knows what we do. He’s been in the system before. So that really shouldn't be something that 
affects him. What I am thankful for is that we're able to get this bad taste out of our mouth from yesterday and 
start moving forward and focusing in on the Giants.” 
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