
 
 
September 10, 2021 

Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
Opening Statement: 
“Before we get started, I just want to give you guys a little heads up so get your thumbs ready. We're going to 
go ahead and put [WR] Curtis [Samuel] on IR short-term. So just want to give you guys a heads up on that.’ 
 
On what went into the Curtis Samuel decision:  
“Just more so than anything else giving him the opportunity to really go out and push himself and not have to 
worry about how he feels the next day towards the next game. We're just trying to take a little bit of pressure off 
him in terms of his rehab program. Having been put on the COVID list at one time I think set him back in terms 
of his opportunity to rehab and get himself ready to go for the year. We want to create this opportunity to take 
advantage of it and really just let him focus on getting healthy before he has to start worrying about playing.” 
 
On if the decision alters the game plan:  
“No, we have enough guys that can do what Curtis does and we feel good about those guys. That's why we don't 
feel any pressure as far as doing what we're doing.”  
 
On Charges’ RB Austin Ekeler and his ability to play in Week 1:  
“I mean, you, you pay attention who they have on their roster, most certainly, but you game plan what they do, 
and that's really kind of how we looked at things.” 
 
On having to work without Samuel for the past two months anyway and how that has somewhat 
prepared them for not having him:  
“Oh, absolutely.  To Nikki's point all the stuff that we have in the game plan, all the stuff that we know Curtis 
can do. We have a few guys that we feel very confident, comfortable that they have those abilities as well. So it 
doesn't change how we're gonna approach this football game.” 
 
On the NFC East division:  
“I'm not worried about that, to be honest with you. I think at the end of the day, you play them on Sunday to 
find out. So that's really what we're going to focus on. Not how, whether people give us respect or not, that's up 
to them, but we're going to look at it as we're going to play them one game at a time. I've said this before, too, I 
think to be successful in the NFC East, you're going to have to win the NFC East.” 
 
On if Samuel was pushing a little too hard at the start of the season:  
“Yes. And that's one of the things that you worry about, because again, I told him, I was telling you guys, ‘Hey, 
you got a great day. We'll see how it feels in the morning and come back.’ And he's really sore. Something like 
that. Well, we just want to take that concern and worry off his shoulders for a little bit. Let's give him an 
opportunity to really focus in on, Hey, if I'm sore, I'm sore. That's just all part of my rehab program.” 
 
On how confident he is that this is not a long-term thing:  



“I'm very comfortable just because of how he's come after some treatments, how he feels. So it's just one of 
those things that somebody, at some point we just say, you know what? Let's just let you heal up. And let's let 
you go out and now focus in on getting better and getting ready to play as opposed to having to worry about, oh 
man, I gotta feel better. I gotta feel better so I can play.”  
 
On how the other receivers’ roles will change: 
Well, they're going to do what we have set for them. At the end of the day, , they'll play their reps and play what 
we've pretty much game planed. It's going to be all about rotations. Can all be about who's in it at the time those 
plays are called and knowing certain guys do specific things, they'll come in for those roles.” 
 
On if surgery is a possibility for Samuel: 
“Don't even bring that up. Okay. Somebody else brought that up. I don't want to start any rumors, any crap. 
Okay. So this has got nothing to do with any of that. It's just about giving a guy an opportunity to get a chance 
to rehab the way he needed to, because unfortunately when we had to put them on COVID he missed basically 
two weeks. Okay. We're trying to catch up on those last two weeks. We pushed him a little bit last week. He's 
not ready. So we figured this is the best thing to do. It's got nothing to do. Do not even mention that, please. 
Okay. That is not a word or not an option as far as we're concerned right now. So it's not even on the table. 
Please do not start something that's not there.” 
 
On what he envisions for WR Curtis Samuel: 
“What we're going to do with him is now in the trainer's hands. We're going to leave it at that.” 
 
On the increasing demand on DE Chase Young’s time while still developing: 
“One thing that I really appreciated in watching him this off season was really how he has learned to manage his 
time. And that's one of the things that I think a lot of these young men are going to have to learn to do because 
of what's out there in terms of opportunities away from football. And especially in the off seasons, they're going 
to have to have time management and understand how important it is to manage their time in terms of when do I 
work out? When do I train? Then when do I do these, what are these different things that are out there for us? 
That's the thing I think that these young men have to learn is just understanding how important it is to be able to 
manage their time, opportunities, and situations.” 
 
On what conversations he has with DE Chase Young and others about balance: 
“The big thing obviously is when you run into the opportunity to have a conversation with them and say how 
the workout is going. It just happens. And he says, I'm doing great. Okay, cool. And then what he'll do on his 
own, he'll send me a clipper or two of him working out. He’ll have somebody shoot a video while he's doing his 
training and that's great. I’m not asking them, he just sent them and showed me. And then when he does come 
to the facility, they'll come up by the office, sit down and just shoot the breeze, hey, how's it going? What's 
going on? So that's kind of cool with them. You often don't get a glimpse of what's happening with them, but he 
tries to make it a point that when he's in town, he comes by or when he hasn't been around, he sent something. 
So, I feel comfortable and good about what he's doing.” 

On how DE Chase Young’s rising national profile help the team: 
“That's a good question, because I think obviously when you have players who can draw that kind of attention, 
it brings attention to you as an organization as well. And it creates some national opportunities, probably more 
on the business side, the marketing side than it does on the football side. But if you're having success and you 



have players like that, they're going to want you to play a few more national games. They're going to want you 
to be in the spotlight a little bit more, which would be cool for our guys.” 

On improvements seen in the kicking unit since the Baltimore game: 
“I think it's been going well. I'm happy with what we've seen in practice. We had practice the other day. I was 
standing back there watching the kickers, timing them, watching the snap, just watching the entire process and 
it's been good. It's right now, it's only interesting. So that I hope to keep it that way.” 

On why he is adamant that K Dustin Hopkins will overcome struggles:  
“What I've liked and what I've seen based on what we had last year was when he got hot and got on a streak. I 
went through the same thing with [Giants Kicker] Graham Gano, who I know you guys know he was here at 
one time. But when we had him in Carolina, he had a stretch where he was very, very good. He had a little off 
year, then he comes back where he basically was the best kicker in the league percentage wise. That's what I'm 
hoping for and looking for with Dustin is that type of a bounce back here. The guy's a pro, he's been doing it for 
a while, and he's had success.” 
 
On Chargers S Derwin James:  
“Well, first of all, you, you have to be aware of where he is. Whether he's playing deep into third or the half or 
the quarter or he's down in the box and he’s part of an eight-man box being able to try and stop the run or he's 
up on the line ready to blitz. If he's down inside the line ready to blitz or is he not blitzing? Is he running 
through on running plays? You have to just be aware, and you have to account for where he is and it's going to 
impact and influence the way you're going to run block or you're going to protect as far as pass protections are 
concerned. So a guy like that creates a lot of havoc for you. He just reminds me a lot of the good quality 
physical safeties that have played in this league. Guys that have the athleticism to be versatile in terms of I can 
come down in the box or I can just stay in the third or deep middle posts, you know, and be successful for a 
team. He's a very good football player.”  
 
On if there are any specific players James reminds him of:   
“Well, I think he's an all-around good player who has his own game.” 
 
On the division games at the end of the schedule:   
“Well, they've created a nice, interesting round-robin. What they're hoping for is that it comes down like it did 
last year, where everybody in the division has a shot and it's just a matter of who ends up winning the foot race. 
That’s what I meant by what I said earlier. If you want to win the division, you’ve got to win within the 
division. That's just the way it is. I mean the team that comes out, I think, with the best division record in those 
last five, six weeks of the season will be who ends up on top. That's what's been created by the schedule makers. 
They saw something they thought was interesting. They thought that's how they were going to do it. We’ll see 
how that goes. It’s one of those things that, I get it because I know a lot of it has to do with the television 
marketing of it. That is if you have everybody in the division, in the middle of it, ‘Hey, we've got one third of 
the U.S. population here on the Eastern seaboard, and we'll be able to keep them glued to the television.’ But 
that’s what it's for. I'd love to have it spread out where you play your division foes September, October, 
November, December, but I'm not making the schedule.” 
 
On if those last five games of the season are divided into their own quadrant:  
“Yes, they will. They will be very, very important. What I'd like to do is get it to the point where they're not as 



important, but it's just the way the game is and nobody knows what's going to happen. That's why we play on 
Sunday.” 
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