
 
 
October 6, 2021 
 

Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On WR Curtis Samuel:   
“Well, you gotta be cautious with it and we'll go from there.” 
 
On if this will be ongoing with Samuel:   
“I'm going to refer to that, okay. Guys, I don't want to get in and give you guys predictions on stuff I don't 
know. I have no idea on that stuff.” 
 
On Samuel’s performance Sunday: 
“I like what he showed Sunday. I liked the things that he did and the thing that was really good about it was you 
saw how it impacted the players around him. There's a value to guys that have that kind of ability when they're 
on the field.” 
 
On Saints Head Coach Sean Payton:   
“Well, I have a tremendous amount of respect for him and what he's accomplished and the things that he does 
year in and year out. He's always been up near the top in terms of his team, in terms of wins and losses as well 
as when you look at what they've done in rankings. He’s a very innovative guy. He knows how to attack people. 
You have to be ready to counter when he does stuff. He’s really good at that in terms of game planning and 
preparation.” 
 
On former athletic trainer Bubba Tyer being at practice today:  
“Well, for the most part, Bubba is really just here volunteering. He came in to help out and that's it. He’s got 
time and he wanted to come and just help us all. He's volunteering. For the most part as far as we're concerned, 
we're going to do everything pretty much by committee. I go down there and I check in and I check in with the 
trainers and then I check in with our therapists and we go from there.” 
 
On the intention of signing K Chris Blewitt: 
“Have another kicker.” 
 
On if the Blewitt signing was competition-related:  
Well, he's on practice squad, so it's really just kind of precautionary.”  
 
On the process of vetting players who quickly become available from other teams:  
“That's a fair question. It really is because when those players do come up, our pro department right off the bat 
starts pulling up their reports. They start looking at tape and then they'll pass those on to me, they'll pass them 
on to [General Manager] Martin [Mayhew], they'll pass them on to [Executive Vice President of Football/Player 
Personnel] Marty [Hurney] and [Senior Vice President of Football Administration] Rob [Rogers]. Each one of 
us will take a look at things. Rob will obviously look at contracts, Marty, Martin, and myself we'll look at tape 
and we'll talk about it. And then from there, we'll pass it onto the position, coaches and coordinators if we feel 
there's a need to go forward with it. You have to be prepared. That’s one of the nice things. I really like our 
chain of how things happen. [Director of Pro Personnel] Chris Polian will come to us with all the reports. 



They'll have made a tape or two or they'll refer to specific games for us to take a look at. Then we'll talk about 
it.” 
 
On what he looks at on tape:  
“Oh yeah. You look at the way they handled themselves in terms of getting a lined up for plays, how they 
communicate with the people around them. Those things you're always looking at. That's always an indicator. If 
somebody's always pushing them over or moving them up or moving them back, that’s an indicator that he 
hasn't quite got it. So yeah, you do look for those types of things because to your point, will he adapt? Will he 
grow? Will he get your verbiage?” 
 
On the progress he’s seen so far this season with building for the future:   
“Well, I think for the most part, we're 2-2. The disappointing part is or maybe the fortunate part is we still 
haven't played as well as we're capable. We haven't played the way we want. There are some things that we're 
still working on getting corrected, but that's where we are. To be honest, there's a little bit of frustration 
sometimes because I know just how much better we can play it, especially based on the way we finished last 
year. I know we've got to work to get to where we want to be, so we'll continue to work.” 
 
On young players stepping up: 
“Right but you also want to rely on some of the veteran guys. When we're struggling and everybody's struggling 
as a whole, as a unit, you just got to keep playing, keep fighting, keep working, keep practicing. I mean, that's 
the only way we're going to get better as is to practice and practice better too.” 
 
On the defensive scheme:   
“I like what we're doing. I do. I think there's a lot of things that we do. I think that there are some things that we 
can be better at. There are some things that we most certainly can go ahead and continue to refine and use. It's 
one of these things that's just kind of what we're struggling with right now. We're going to keep working. Again, 
like I said, we're 2-2 and the thing that we're disappointed is we feel we could be better than that.” 
 
On DE Chase Young:   
“Well, when I look at some of the things that he's done and look at how people react to him and how people 
have basically slowed him down, there's an impact there still. I think that's the one thing that we just have to be 
smart about.” 
 
On wanting to play more man in the beginning of the season: 
“I think we've done some good things from our man coverages. It's hard to sit here and tell you things are 
looking great when you look at what we've done in third down and that's where most of our struggles have 
occurred. You look at some of the first and second down things, especially when it's zero-to-three-yard gain, 
you feel good about that. And then unfortunately getting in a couple of third down situations and you, you take 
a step back and go, man, how can we miss this? Or why didn't we do that? So you just go back to the drawing 
board and keep working at it.” 
 
On what he likes about having two RB’s with a similar skillset: 
“When you look at what we do with the backs and the way we use them, each guy has a specific role. We know 
for the most part, [RB] Antonio [Gibson] is the first or second down back. But [RB] J.D. [McKissic] can come 
in and easily do those things. But with his athleticism, quickness, his skillset, third down or second along 
situations, you can create the type of matchup you can exploit and that's what we've seen. They're both very, 
headsy, smart players, you know. They're smart young men and they understand the dynamics of the game. And 
so having them in there for their role so they understand their role is really what I think when you watch what 
[Offensive Coordinator Scott Turner] does. There are specific things that each guy does extremely well. And we 



try to balance that all the time, you know, not all the time that when they're in there, that's what they're going to 
get so he'll mix them in. You may see Antonio get a few third down situations. You may see J.D. come in on a 
first and ten at the beginning of a series or something like that, because you got to break those tendencies. 
Because if not every time J.D. comes in, you're going to get this every time. AG comes in, this is what's 
happening. So, you know, you have to balance it by mixing it and not necessarily allowing them to have a 
tendency.” 
 
On why its important for him to maintain confidence in K Dustin Hopkins: 
“Because if I get off on him, it could get worse. That's just the way it has to be. It's one of those things, it's not 
like you're going to go out there and pluck a kicker that’s going to come in and it's going to kick over 80 
something percent. You want a little more consistency, especially with the extra points and he's working on it. 
And again, it's just one of these things and hopefully he’ll correct it. And we'll go from there.” 
 
On dealing with Giants K Graham Gano being a byproduct of that trust: 
“Yep. You know, it's crazy because if you look at what Graham did throughout the entire Superbowl year, he 
was very good, very consistent, did a lot of good things. We go into 2016 season, and he gets sporadic and had a 
rough year, but we stayed with Graham and then 2017, he comes out and Graham sets the record. So you look at 
players and you try to work with them and get a feel and get an understanding. Sometimes if you quit too soon 
on a guy, it comes back to get you because up until we ran into Graham my first two years, I think we went 
through four kickers before we got lucky with Graham. And we were able to have him there for the next seven 
years.” 
 
On WR Terry McLaurin’s preparation: 
“How hard he works and takes care of himself first. So how hard he works when he gets right in the training 
room and he's getting a little extra work getting in the ice tubs, having a therapist work on him. Then you watch 
him in the meetings, he's near the front, he's attentive, he's got his books out, he's got his notes out, his, heads up 
constantly. Then you go out and you watch him come out and he gets warmed up and I'm watching him go 
through that process and everything he does  like he's been in the league for 6, 7, 8 years. He has the good 
habits that you want players to have and when you have good habits like that, you can build on your 
performance. I used to watch [Hall of Fame Linebacker] Mike Singletary all the time, the way he prepped, the 
way he practiced, the way he played everything matched. And I see that from young men like Terry, and that's 
very impressive.” 
 
On if he feels McLaurin is underrated: 
“I hope that's how people approach him. Because as far as I'm concerned, he's a starting wide receiver in this 
league is what he is. He's the kind of guy that you can count on to do the things that need to be done and done 
the right way. And he's a great example for our young receivers and to see a young group, believe it or not, we 
brought in [WR Adam Humphries] and Humps a little bit older, but it's a young group. And after Hump, I think 
Terry's the next senior guy after [WR] Curtis [Samuel]. So it is a good group of guys to follow his example.” 
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