
 
 
September 9, 2021 

Offensive Coordinator Scott Turner 
 
On what gives him confidence in the rest of the wide receiver group if WR Curtis Samuels is unable to play on 
Sunday: 
"I mean, really just what we've seen all through training camp. He hasn't been able to do much all through training camp, 
obviously. So those other guys got a lot of work and they've done well. Whoever it is, whether it's [WR] Dyami [Brown] 
or [WR Adam] Humphries or [WR] Cam Sims, they'll be ready to step up and play." 
 
On how much it helps having a guy like WR Terry McLaurin who can line up in multiple spots: 
"Yeah, obviously Terry is a huge part of what we do and we do move him around, so that's a big part of our offense in 
general. That would have been the case regardless of whether or not Curtis is going to go."  
 
On if going into this season feels different to him: 
"I think it's totally different just as far as just being around these guys. The guys that have been here for a year and then 
the new guys that we've added, there definitely is a comfort level. Everyone's more comfortable, you know, the verbiage, 
we had got a new quarterback in, but he picked it up pretty quickly. Just the feeling of what these guys are capable of 
doing, it's night and day."  
 
On if having a veteran quarterback to start the season has allowed him to get deeper into the playbook: 
"Yeah, [QB Ryan Fitzpatrick] Fitz has been great. Just the communication between us has been really good and some 
guys, when you've got a younger player, they don't really know what they like or they don't like, and Fitz has been around 
long enough to really be able to have input. That's really helped mold kind of what we're becoming." 
 
On T Charles Leno Jr. and T Sam Cosmi: 
"Yeah. [T Sam] Cosmi has been outstanding. He's gotten better and better every day from when he got here in the spring. 
I think everyone saw the athletic measurables and everything when he got drafted. He's a real tough guy. He doesn't say 
very much at all and he just puts the work in and he's reaping the benefits of that because he's getting better and I think he 
earned his teammates respect and trust by that. Now he's got to go play in the regular season, which is a big difference. 
But, we're excited about Sam and the way he's going. Then, [T Charles Leno Jr.] Big Leno, again, he's been great. A 
professional left tackle and just kind of stepped right in and fit in with the rest of the group."  
 
On who he envisions replacing RB Peyton Barber: 
"Yeah, I mean Peyton did a nice job for us last year. And again, that's one of the deals that's tough in this profession. But 
all those guys will step up. You know, we play them all. I think [RB] Antonio [Gibson] had the highest percentage of 
snaps last year and he'll probably be around that same deal. But you know, we'll have the guys that are active on game day 
and they're all going to be asked to contribute in those areas as well as others."  
 
On the challenges of game planning for a Los Angeles Chargers team that did not play their starters in the 
preseason: 
"They got a good group of players. Obviously it starts with [DE Joey] Bosa. He's a dynamic guy. He can get after the 
quarterback and we gotta make sure we've got a plan for him. Big [DT] Linval [Joseph], I was with him in Minnesota and 
he's a big man in there. I know he's going to bring it. I've seen that firsthand. The scheme stuff we look at it based off of 
prior stops from the coaches, coaching staff and then personnel-wise, you look at the team they have. They got a dynamic 
player in [S] Derwin James who's been out. I'm sure he's itching to get back on the field and he can make plays at all 
levels. He's another guy that you gotta make sure you account for as well as a veteran in the secondary like [CB] Chris 
Harris [Jr.]. They got a good group of players and like us, they've been practicing against each other and they didn't play 
much in the preseason. We played our guys some, but not a ton, so you get guys and they're itching to go play against a 



real team and play for four quarters. I think we're both in that situation." 
 
On if it is helpful having a guy like defensive backs coach Chris Harris who coached on the Chargers staff: 
"Yeah, absolutely. Like we were talking about, just getting to know their personnel and that was someone that spent time 
with them. You know what I mean? That's a great resource and we try to dig and use any resource that we can and to get 
as much knowledge as we can, especially when you're getting ready to play an opener where there's not a lot of film that 
you can go off of." 
 
On what he has seen from WRs Dyami Brown and Dax Milne: 
"I expect them to go play and contribute. I think the way Terry said it is great because a lot of guys sometimes, and I'm 
not trying to talk down what the NFL is, it's very challenging obviously. But, some guys will come in and they make it 
bigger than it is, you know? It is a great challenge, but the best way to approach that to me is just jump right in it. Those 
are the kind of guys that have done it and they're playing football like they've been doing their whole life and they're 
competing and getting better. There is some acclimation, there's some good days and bad days, but that's pretty much the 
case with everybody, you know? Both those guys have really good skillsets and I think they'll be ready to go."  
 
On what he makes of the new schedule to end the preseason: 
"Well, we practiced three days last week and then we practiced three days this week too. But there have been a lot of off 
days and that was negotiated by the CBA, so we go by the League's rules, but our guys are ready. We've got a lot of work 
in over training camp and we want our guys to be fresh and I think they will be. We do some walkthroughs and then I talk 
to the guys all the time about the time that you're in the building, there's gotta be a certain sense of urgency. We can't 
waste reps. We can't waste a minute of the meeting time and that's been the focus and we got a great group of guys as far 
as just the way they approach their job and they work every day. So, I've been really happy with our preparation and we 
still got a couple of days to go where we're not quote, unquote practicing, but we got some walkthroughs and there's still 
some stuff to work through to get ourselves mentally sharp and then they're getting their bodies physically prepared to go 
play as well as they can."  
 
On what is so challenging about going up against a Brandon Staley defensive scheme: 
"[Los Angeles Chargers Head] Coach [Brandon] Staley does a great job as far as disguising his coverages. He does a nice 
job making stuff look the same. His biggest thing is he puts his playmakers in good positions and he moves them around. 
You can't just focus on a spot, so I'm sure he's got some of those up his sleeve for the game. We're just going to have to 
adjust into that. But, coverage-wise, he gets a lot of eyes on the quarterback, and they rally and make tackles. Speaking of 
the Rams, they were great tacklers and I expect the Chargers would be good tacklers as well and that's a challenge for our 
guys to be able to get those extra yards, you know? But, it's just a sound defense that gives you multiple looks and really 
highlights their playmakers."  
 
On if there are some schemes that are harder to prepare for than others: 
"Yes and no. I wouldn't like say which ones we've had trouble with or not. The toughest schemes are the ones where the 
guys have the better players. You know what I mean? That has nothing to do with how good of a coach somebody is or 
not. I'm not trying to highlight or talk bad about a coach, but it makes your job a lot easier as a coach when you got guys 
that are defeating blocks and making tackles or for an offenses case, breaking tackles, making big plays, but those are the 
most difficult games we have when we play teams that have really good players. But there are some different schemes that 
give you a little more trouble than others."  
 
On if he sees the post-snap movement as a counter to the rise in pre-snap movement around the NFL: 
"I think there's a lot of teams that try to do it. They're really disciplined at it. Some teams will try to do it, but guys know 
where they need to get to for their assignment and they kinda creep down in there and they give the quarterback a tell, 
where these guys don't really do that. They're very disciplined of staying in their landmarks and getting where they need 
to post-snap. The game's always evolving. I mean, we'll come up with something offensively and it'll work and then the 
defense will come up with something or counter back and then vice versa, you know? And that's why you just got to keep 
learning and keep evolving as an offense or otherwise they'll figure you out." 
 



On WR Dyami Brown being moved around the formation: 
“No issue. No one's perfect, you know, but that's the case with any receiver. But no, no issue, he's been above average in 
that standpoint. I think the questions for that were just because he didn't do it, you know, and that to me you just never 
know when we try to spend that time with guys pre-draft. But we only have a limited amount of time, and you don't really 
know. We've been through this with a lot of different receivers, and we've been through with guys that moved around 
some, they just can't handle it when they get the NFL. And then you get the flip side of that, in this situation where he 
pretty much lined up on one side, outside the whole time. We've moved around a lot, and he hasn't missed a beat. So  you 
just don't know about these guys until you get them in your building.”  
 
On the Chargers Head Coach Brandon Staley and Broncos Head Coach Vic Fangio scheme of having two high 
safeties being a new trend: 
“Maybe it's becoming more popular, but it's not new. I mean, Coach Fangio has been doing this for years. We were in 
Minnesota [Vikings] and he was with the [Chicago] Bears and we had some games against him. Now there's some 
different wrinkles, some of the fronts are a little bit different. But as far as like the basis of the defense, it's been around 
for a while. This is just like, I think anybody, when they get their opportunity, he has put his own spin on it. And that's 
kind of what you're saying.” 

On players coming back from the offseason ready to work: 
“Absolutely. I said it before, we've got a great group of guys. I'm not talking about as players; I think we got really good 
players too, but just as far as individuals that are focused on their craft and getting better at their job individually and 
collectively. They hit the ground, you know, just how can we get better? We are happy to make the playoffs and win the 
division, but we feel like we have a long way to go to get to where we need to be. And I think that's a collective feel from 
the, from the group and offensively too, we need to be a lot better than what we were. For us, we've been working hard 
through it, and I feel like there has been a lot of improvement there.” 
 
On how he has grown as a coach and a play caller: 

“I hope that I've gotten better. I feel like I've gotten better. I feel like you got to consistently try to get better in this league. 
This year, just having the time with the players, I think is huge, like to what you're talking about. And then also just like 
the group, I think our entire group has gotten better,  I'm better in that. That to me is what's going to help us more  than me 
calling my whatever number game this is that I've called as opposed anything else. I think just overall, we're working with 
our coaching staff, the players that we brought in, the guys that we've had, the overall improvement, not like coming up 
with some new play or doing anything like that, that’s what's really going to speak to our success over the course of this 
season.” 
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