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QB Taylor Heinicke 
 
On how he chooses his shirts for the press conferences: 
"Sometimes on our days off, whether it's Monday or Tuesday, I kind of just go on Amazon and pick out a band that I like 
or guy that I like and pick out a shirt."  
 
On if he is learning new things after every NFL start: 
"Yeah. I think every player at every position, no matter how long you've played, there's always stuff to improve on. One 
of the things that I look back at the game on and kind of want to improve on is taking unnecessary hits. There was that one 
where I was kind of rolling out right. There was no one open and I took a half yard sack and got hit by a linebacker and 
that's just an unnecessary hit. Just throw the ball away, play the next play. So again, just little things like that, just keep 
learning and trying to get better every day." 
 
On TE Logan Thomas heading to IR: 
"Logan's done a great job throughout the years and we're going to miss him, but it's [TE] Ricky's [Seals-Jones] turn to 
come up and step up. I thought he did a great job of stepping up against Atlanta. He made some big plays and you've seen 
him progress throughout training camp and throughout this year, blocking and making some plays. So, we feel very 
confident in Ricky going in there and getting the job done."  
 
On the New Orleans defense struggling against mobile quarterbacks: 
"See, that's one of those things where we don't look too far into it. That is one of those parts of my game where it kinda 
just happens. Like I said before, the primary thing is getting the ball out of my hands and into those playmaker guys hands 
and letting them do their thing. If stuff breaks down then yeah, I'll take off and get what I can. We see some things on film 
that we're like, 'Hey, maybe you might have a lane here and there.' But again, that's not something that we really put a lot 
of emphasis on."  
 
On his struggles with throwing to the left and on if he thinks he's improved on that since training camp: 
"Yeah, every week there's something. I'm not perfect by any means. I think everybody on this team will tell you the same 
thing. In training camp I was having a little struggle with that and I've worked on it to get better at it. So, maybe last week 
it was throwing right. Every week has its challenges, but again, throwing to the left, that one to [WR] Terry [McLaurin] 
was good. It was nice to get that completed." 

On how he balances not taking unnecessary hits with also taking advantage of getting yards with his legs: 
"Yeah, it's a very thin line there. There's a couple of times on third down where I'm scrambling and I'm trying to get the 
first down. But, with that new rule change when you dive head first they kinda stop it where you dive from. So, you want 
to get the first down, but at the same time, you don't want to take that hit and maybe be knocked out for weeks. It's a very 
thin line there, but again, at the same time, the best ability is availability. If it's fourth-and-one, we have a lot of 
confidence in converting that, so I'll just leave it at that."  
 
On how he knows when it's time to hit the gas and try to make a big play instead of just going with his reads: 
"So that play [touchdown to McLaurin in the Atlanta game] was unique in a way where I was looking at the crossing eight 
that we call it, that was my first read. I saw that middle deep safety take it and I knew we had a one-on-one with Terry. 
So, when I kind of get out of that pressure and I saw Terry wide open in the end zone, I knew it was just him and that 
corner. When you have a one-on-one with Terry, you want to capitalize on that. So, throwing it up to him, you have a lot 



of confidence in him to come down with that ball if not break it up. So, that was one of those, 'Hey, Terry make a play and 
if not, help me out a little bit and let it not be an interception.'"  
 
On having WR Curtis Samuel back out there for the Atlanta game: 
"Yeah, it was huge for him to get back out there. He made some big plays. It might not seem like that in the stat sheet, but 
I think he converted two or three third downs, one on fourth down and again, it was good to get him the ball in his hands, 
let him get hit a little bit. He hasn't played football in a while, so for him to come up clutch in those situations, it was big 
for us. It was big for him. We're really excited to see him build on that." 

On buying time for WR Terry McLaurin:  
“Not really with Atlanta defense. They ran some stuff that it wasn't really like they were trying to double Terry. They 
were running their stuff. So, maybe for the line further down the road, we might see that. Last week it was Atlanta was 
just playing their defense.”  
 
On Terry:  
“Yeah. I always knew he was good. Just watching film on him. Every time he's one-on-one he seems to get open and 
make plays. For anyone saying that he's not a number one receiver, I don't know what kind of film they're watching. The 
guy's fast, the guy runs great routes and then the balls in his hand, he makes things happen. You guys seen that throughout 
this year and hopefully he just keeps playing at that level.” 
 
On RB’s JD McKissic and Antonio Gibson:  
“You look at JD, the way he plays, he's a great route runner. He could be a slot receiver for a number of teams and he can 
also run the ball in the backfield. And you look at AG, he played at receiver, he played receiver in college, so he knows 
how to run routes. He knows how to catch the ball. It's really nice having that flexibility with those two. It's one of those 
things where defenses can't really hone in on, ‘Hey, when AG or is out there this is what's going to happen,’  because we 
can run a lot of stuff with both of them.” 
 
On why running backs are so heavily involved with Scott Turner’s offense:  

“Yeah, if you look around the league right now, if you have a really good running back who can run routes and catch the 
ball, it's a mismatch. You're going against safety's and linebackers that aren't really there to cover guys. You see [RB] 
Alvin Kamara do it and you see [RB] Christian McCaffrey do it. You see a lot of those guys do it. We're very fortunate to 
have those two guys [RB Antonio Gibson and JD McKissic] in the backfield.” 
 
On TE Rickey Seals-Jones:             
“Just keep doing what he's doing. He works hard on the field and in the meeting room. He just knows what to do out there 
and knows his job. We all have confidence in him to get it done. So again, he was thrown in there kind of unexpectedly 
this last game against Atlanta and he did a fantastic job. As long as he keeps working hard at it, we'll be fine.”  

 

On TE’s John Bates and Sammis Reyes: 
“Yeah. Bates is, you know when you keep watching him, the dude can block really well. Kind of saw it on a kick return 
to. He pancaked the guy and we ran it back for a touchdown. Both those guys, their route running is getting better. Their 
hands are getting better. I think it's just getting to the NFL speed and understanding concepts. That's going to really help 
them. Now you've seen it, you've seen them progress throughout the months. We're excited for them to keep going in that 
direction.” 
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