
 
 
October 4, 2021 
 

Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On comments on Ryan Vermillion situation: 
“Nope. All I can tell you is that we've made a statement.” 
 
On if Head Trainer Ryan Vermillion is on paid administrative leave: 
“The team has already made a statement” 
 
Updates on the list of injured players:  
“[CB] Torry McTyer, unfortunately we're going to lose Torry for the year. And [LB] Jon Bostic, with the pec, 
we are going to probably lose for the year as well. Everybody else I'm just waiting for 100% confirmation.” 
 
On his thoughts on the game tape: 
“Well, there were some really good things that we're going to build on that's for sure. I liked some of the things 
that we did in all three phases. I thought special teams had some big positives and we progressively got better 
and better with each return and coverage. Offensively, I thought, again, some of the things that we did 
especially upfront were very solid, very stout. A lot of kudos goes to our playmakers as well, starting with [QB] 
Taylor [Heinicke] and the running backs, the wide receivers and the tight ends. Defensively, we had some pretty 
promising moments. Unfortunately, we didn't have as much success as we wanted on third downs. I thought the 
guys were working on it. We came close to a couple of things, but we also got to be better on first or second 
down. But the guys played hard, especially down in the fourth quarter when we had to get a stop and we got it 
so a lot of pluses that were going to come out of and get better with.” 
 
On confirming injury status of G Brandon Scherff and TE Logan Thomas: 
“I can't necessarily confirm it as much as I can say those sound viable from the initial reports I got. But until I 
get a chance to sit down and talk with the doctor to get a complete and full report, I won't know, and I should 
probably get that in about 15 more minutes and then I'll probably know.” 

On who is now leading the training staff with Ryan Vermillion’s absence: 
“We’re going to work it with the doctors, and we'll go from there.” 
 
On if he feels LB Jamin Davis is ready to fill the role of an injured Jon Bostic: 
“Jamin is going to get a little more opportunity obviously, and we'll take a look at our other linebackers. But 
[LB] Khaleke Hudson should get more of an opportunity as well to add on and play some. [LB] David Mayo 
may get some more opportunities as well. We'll see how we figure those things out as we progress into this 
week and get a chance to sit down and talk about those as far as the staff is concerned.” 
 
On his personal feelings towards Ryan Vermillion situation: 
“I'm not going to comment how I personally feel about what's going on. That would go beyond what I need to 
say.” 
 
On the security of K Dustin Hopkins: 
“He's our kicker and we'll leave it at that.” 



 
On deferring the kickoff to start the game: 
“No, not necessarily. I think the thing that we look at obviously is when you get into the second half. And it's 
kind of worked out for us getting into the second half and we'll see what happens going forward.” 
 
On how he plans to handle the Ryan Vermillion situation: 
“The organization made a statement guys, and we're just going to stick with that for right now. Okay.” 
 
On the disconnect in the defenses struggles: 
“Well, I think one of the things that happens is, when you get under duress, you put yourself in a tough position. 
One of the things that people tend to do is revert to what they know best or what they've been trained to do or 
how they used to do it. And what we're trying to get them to understand is stick to what we do, stick to what 
we're teaching and give yourselves a chance to be competitive and that's what the message was today.” 
 
On DE Chase Young not being in on several third down situations: 
“Sometimes the rotation ends up that way. And if you can get them back out there, you try to get them out 
there.” 
 
On if there were internal discussions about Ryan Vermillion situation: 
“I have no idea what you're talking about as far as those things are concerned.” 
 
On development of LB Khaleke Hudson: 
“Going through training camp, I thought Khaleke had a good one, I really did. I thought he played well in the 
pre-season and it's just a matter of getting an opportunity and this will be an opportunity to see exactly where he 
is. I think he's a guy that plays fast and physical, has good quickness, has played pretty much what we consider 
the Sam position; A guy that will walk out into space every now and then coming out of college. So I think this 
might be something that might be up his alley.” 
 
On what prevented Khaleke from seeing the field this season: 
“I think what we got, what we've been getting from Jamin in terms of his development and growth, I think Jon 
Bostic has played and done some things for us, but also what [LB] Cole [Holcomb] has done, I think he is really 
coming on, developing, growing.”  
 
On TE John Bates, TE Ricky Seals-Jones and TE Sammis Reyes:   
“We see some tremendous growth. We really have from Ricky [Seals-Jones] in terms of his development as a 
complete tight end. He does a great job with his routes. He's learning to run those even better. He's got good 
hands. He’s a pretty sure catcher. His blocking has come a long way. He did a nice job this past weekend. 
We’re excited to see even more of them. I thought John Bates really, it really didn't seem too big for him. He 
really seemed to handle it well as a young player and show some very promising things. Probably the play that 
sticks out the most for me, as far as John Bates was concerned, was the finishing block that he made on the 
touchdown on the kickoff return. Hands were in great position, feet were right underneath and where he needed 
to be, good position and just drove through and finished the block that really sprung DC [DeAndre Carter] the 
rest of the way. So that was good to see. It was happy to see that development. Sammis looks like he's going to 
get an opportunity this coming Sunday. He'll have to start getting himself geared up and ready to roll.” 
 
On Bates and Reyes progress:   
“Well, we'll have to see how he works this week. We really do. I think John just continue to keep learning and 
growing. One of the things that you're always reluctant to do is put young guys in right away, especially at a 
time at a position where you really only use one tight end at a time. Some opportunities may be created and 



we've gotta be ready to take advantage.” 
 
On bringing in a veteran linebacker: 
“The [LB] Cole Holcomb thing is news to me. Yesterday from the game he was sore. I know that. But anything 
other than that, that's news to me. We're going to look at our options and not just at that position, but several 
other positions.” 
 
On third down issues on defense:  
“Initially some of it to me is just missed opportunities, just being in the right place at the right time. That's the 
hard part is you look at it and you get the right situation. We bite on something or we don't get the pressure we'd 
like to have or who knows. Those are things that we're going to continue to work on. It’s frustrating more so 
than anything else just because we put ourselves in that position. We've just got to finish.” 
 
On what he will say to the players about the Ryan Vermillion investigation:   
“Well, the biggest thing we'll talk about most certainly is focusing on what's important right now for us as far as 
getting ready to play football games. That's how we'll handle it.” 
 
On Sammis Reyes’ journey: 
“Well, I think it's tremendously important that he comes from Chile. The reason being is that this game, the 
sport that we play could be a world sport. You really want to play the best players and when you can find 
athletes from all over that's a pretty neat thing. I think that's pretty cool first off. There is some importance there, 
some significance to that. I think it's important to really appreciate his journey more so than other things, too, 
because how hard he's worked to get to where he is. The kid is a tremendous athlete. I don't know if you know 
his whole story, but he actually had a chance to play football in high school. And his parents talked him out of it 
because actually both his parents played competitive basketball and they both played for the Chilean national 
teams. So they're both very good basketball players as well, and they convinced him to stick with basketball. 
Because of his body structure and composition and size, whatever you want to say, how he's built, slapped 
together, he's got the body for it. He also has the mindset. When you watch him and see him, the way he 
prepares, the way he studies and gets himself ready to do things, he's done it the right way.” 
 
On G Wes Schweitzer:   
“Very well. Last year, Wes had started for us, did some really good things, really, really good things. He's a 
very powerful, stout guy who does a heck of a job. He's always prepared, always ready to roll. I think we'll be 
fine. I really do. I got a lot of confidence in Wes. Going forward for whenever Brandon’s ready to roll, we'll go 
from there. But in the meantime, we're going to give Wes every bit of support we can to help him out as he 
prepares to get ready to play football.”  
 
On if T Saahdiq Charles will be up:   
“Yeah, Saahdiq will be active this week. He’ll get himself ready to play and help out in any capacity that we 
need him.” 
 
On why he doesn’t think the Ryan Vermillion investigation will be a distraction to the team:   
“Well, because I think the guys know how to compartmentalize and prepare themselves. As I said, they'll know 
when to focus in on what's important about preparing to play football.” 
 
On if he is relieved being 2-2: 
I wouldn’t say relief, I'd say disappointment. Because I think if we lived up to or played up to our abilities, our 
capabilities that we, if we’d done some of the things I think we're capable of defensively, I think we could be 
better than 2-2. But we're not. We are what our record says and that's 2-2. We've got some things to work out, 



some things to give ourselves a chance to win football games. I’m excited as we start the second quarter of the 
season.” 
 
On if he had a conversation with Reyes about steeping up:  
“Well, it's interesting. I had an opportunity to have a conversation with them the other day and just told them, I 
said: ‘Hey look, there's going to be an opportunity. Now you've got to get yourself ready to keep preparing, 
keep doing the things that you're doing.’ He was excited about that. Now, to your point, I haven't had a chance 
to talk to him yet about his potential for this coming week, but he and I will have that conversation. If he reacts 
the way he did when I talked to him the other day, it'll be the same thing. It really will. He's done a nice job. He 
gives you great looks and practice. He doesn't back down from anybody either. It’s going to be interesting to 
watch and see how he does.” 
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