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Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On if he can comment on any additional field work that WR Curtis Samuel did after the media exited practice: 
"Other than that? No. What we'll do is we'll continue to monitor him. We'll see how he is tomorrow. He came out, 
warmed up, wasn't feeling quite as well as we'd hoped he would. So we'll just continue to monitor and see how he is 
tomorrow morning." 
 
On how Samuel felt after practice on Monday: 
"He felt pretty good, but again, like I said, we'll see how he is tomorrow." 
 
On how confident he is that the other wide receivers can step up if Samuel can't play on Sunday: 
"Very confident. Yeah, very confident in the game plan and how those guys fit. I have no concerns about that." 
 
On what goes in to choosing team captains and if he puts a lot of stock into what the players ultimately decide: 
"I put a lot of stock in what they decide. I trust those guys. They know who is who. What we did was last year, the four 
captains that finished the season for us were holdovers. And then we voted on four new ones. The players decided who 
they felt should be the other four and I was really pleased that there were a number of guys that got votes, which kind of 
shows you that the guys feel there's a lot of guys that can lead this team. So, I felt very good about their decisions. They're 
all good young men and they were the kind of guys that you want leading your team." 
 
On if the youth of the captains this year stands out:  
"I think so. I mean, a lot of those guys are guys that we believe in that we feel are going to be here and have a chance to be 
part of what we're building obviously. Like I said, it was an interesting tally because you look at the numbers, like I said, 
there were several other guys that got a lot of votes, so they chose and we went with what they picked." 
 
On how he will be able to tell that the fanbase has gone from curious to all in: 
"That's up to us now. I mean, we've got to keep up our part of the bargain. They come out and cheer for us and support us 
and we've got to go out and produce. That's the only way you get the fan base back. Appreciate the folks that come out 
and cheer for us. We appreciate them when we see them when we're out in public. But in order for us to be successful, 
we've got to go out and play good football. We've got to play hard, clean, good football and I think that's how you win 
your fans back by playing hard." 
 
On what stands out to him about the Los Angeles Chargers offense: 
"Well, it's got skilled players at every position. You feel good about who they are if you're them and last year they were 
very productive as an offense. A lot of it starts with the quarterback." 
 
On if it helps that a bunch of different receivers got reps in training camp while Samuel sat out: 
"Yeah, absolutely. The guys that were here last year, you feel really good about who [WR] Cam Sims is, without a doubt 
in my mind and [WR] Terry [McLaurin] is as solid as it gets. You got [WR] Adam [Humphries] with his experience and 
you feel very comfortable and confident in that. And obviously [WR] Dyami [Brown] is a guy that can run and so he's a 
big play waiting to happen. Then we've got a couple of other young guys in [WR] DeAndre [Carter] who's shown 
something for us that we really like a lot. And I think [WR] Dax [Milne] is a young man that has an opportunity to step up 
and be productive for us as well. It's a good group. It really is. And if Curtis plays great and if he doesn't great, because 
we've got a lot of confidence in the other guys." 



 
On if he has enjoyed being part of the name change process: 
"It's been good. It has. A few weeks back, they asked my opinion. They showed me the color schemes and how it works 
and I gave them my opinions. And now my understanding is that they've decided they're down to three. I know there was, 
I think 8 at one point, but I know they're down to three and that's where they are with it. So they'll get back together and 
they'll make their decision and it'll be exciting. Whether we keep the old name of Washington Football Team or we pick 
something new, that'll be cool."  
 
On what the possible significance of a military-themed name would mean to him: 
"Well, I think it reflects where we are. We're in the nation’s capital and I think that's what that would do. I mean, I know 
some of the other ones are names that reflect on the region and I think that's important is that the name reflects our 
community as well."  
 
On if playing two games in less than a week sets the tone for the rest of the season: 
"Well, actually it started last week with this semi-bye, I guess if you will. It gave us an opportunity to get a little bit of a 
jump on our next two games. It gave us a chance to get a jump on the Chargers. And then it gave us a chance to get a 
jump on the Giants as well. So we've done some work on both teams, we've prepared last week on some of the stuff that 
we feel we need going forward, that way when we transition from playing on Sunday to getting ready on Monday, it'll be 
a lot easier for the coaches. They'll already have some sort of background on them." 
 
On what he remembers about September 11, 2001: 
"Yeah, I remember as do most people, I was in meetings and we came out for a little bit of break and one of the 
secretaries, one of the executive assistants had her TV on, and we caught a glimpse of what was happening. And it was 
kind of a little bit of a shock. And then as the day wore on, eventually [former Philadelphia Eagles Head] Coach [Andy] 
Reid sent us home. Then we were informed as to what the next week's schedule was going to be. You did step back and 
think about other things that were more important at the time. Yesterday we had an opportunity to go to a wreath 
ceremony over at the Pentagon, and we got an opportunity to see the Memorial at the Pentagon, which is very poignant. It 
is a very respectful place and if you haven't done it, it is something that you should because you really do reflect, and it 
was a very powerful thing to see that yesterday." 
 
On if he visited the Pentagon with the rest of the team: 
"[Washington Football Team President] Jason [Wright] and I went and represented the team at this event." 
 
On what makes Los Angeles Chargers DE Joey Bosa such a good player: 
"I think he's got great first step quickness. He gets vertical very quickly and puts a lot of pressure on the tackles. That's 
part of his game, is to put pressure on the tackle. So again, I think that's the first thing that probably he does best. He gets 
you going and then he goes from there."  
 
On how hard it is to have Samuel deal with an injury of this nature and if he is considering placing him on IR: 
"Well, I don't want to speculate on that because I don't want anybody thinking that's what we're going to do."  
 
On if it is challenging to understand the timeline for Samuels to return: 
"Not necessarily." 
 
On what it meant that the team signed K Eddy Pineiro to the practice squad and what that means for K Dustin 
Hopkins: 
"Well, he also punts too. So just so you guys know what we did was we signed a guy for an emergency situation is what 
this is. We did the same thing last year, and we're kind of following the same pattern. We want him just in case something 
happens, we have a guy ready to roll. He'll travel with us as well when we're on the road and he'll be part of that too and if 



something were to happen, he'd be ready to be activated."  
 
On if he has compartmentalized the schedule: 
"To me, you look at the season as a whole then individually, and then I break them up by quarters. Now it's a little odd 
because we have 17 games, so a quarter plus one and you look at it that way. What else you try to do is look at the 
divisional games, how important those games are and when we get ready to play those. Obviously they're all, most of 
them are at the end of the year. Then I look at the conference and then who we have outside of our conference. That's kind 
of the way to look at them. I always believe first and foremost, and I got this from playing for [former Chicago Bears 
Head Coach] Mike Ditka that if you want to win your division, you gotta control your division. So we'll see what happens 
at the end of the year." 
 
On if he has gotten any clarity about what is making Samuels groin injury so difficult to overcome: 
"I will get an opportunity to talk to [Director of Sports Medicine and Head Athletic Trainer] Ryan [Vermillion] after this 
press conference. Just so you guys know, I don't talk to the trainer until after. I'll let [Washington Football 
Communications] give you the updates. I'm not going to be able to answer questions on injuries until after the press 
conference." 
 
On if he is confident that not scoring a lot of points in the first half of games won't be an issue this year compared 
to last year: 
"I think because of the players we have. I like our guys. I think we have guys that are capable and we'll find out on 
Sunday. I mean, that's why we play the game, to see where we are." 
 
On what he thinks of Los Angeles Chargers T Rashawn Slater: 
"We did watch him. We thought he was very athletic. We really did. I believe he took the year off last year, but he's a very 
athletic football player. He's got good strength, good quickness. His foot work is exceptional. He's got long arms. I think 
he's a guy that if he gets his hands on you, he can control you. And again, he did a nice job when he played." 
 
On what he noticed about the tape of Slater vs. DE Chase Young from college: 
"They were very competitive." 
 
On what he thinks of Los Angeles Chargers Head Coach Brandon Staley's defense: 
"Well, I think when you look at what they did last year at the Rams, they had an exceptional inside pass rusher, and so you 
can be very disruptive and at times you don't have to rush. You don't have to blitz all the time. You can only rush four and 
get a lot of things done. I think he has something similar here. He's got some good pass rushers and again, based on how 
they feel about it will dictate the coverages. If you can play some form of cover two, two-zone or two-man, and limit the 
quarterback's time, you can be very effective. The pass rush really is key to helping the secondary, but then it is vice 
versa. If the secondary is on and is doing the things it can, it'll help the pass rush." 
 
On if the team has anything specifically planned to honor the 20th anniversary of 9/11: 
"Yeah, they have some pregame stuff that will be done. I haven't seen exactly what it is, but I do know that it is something 
that they have talked about and is something that they have planned. There'll be an opportunity to see everything during 
pregame." 
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