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 Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On how WR Curtis Samuel looked today: 
"How was Curtis today? I thought Curtis looked good. He moved around well. We had a limited amount of 
plays for him to get him out there, specifically see where he is. We get a little bit more time, so we didn't want 
to go out and over work him and, you know, risk, him tightening up or anything like that. But we thought the 
things that we asked him to do, he looked pretty good." 
 
On balancing the fact that the team has two games in 5 days with Samuel coming back from his injury: 
"Well, I think the big thing is you've got to make sure that the guys that you have up, guys that are active are the 
guys that can really help in all phases. Now certain guys will play certain amounts of reps based on their 
position, which we're going to get with Curtis obviously. But, still he's an explosive, dynamic player so we've 
got to find opportunities to make sure we're using him and we're using him judiciously as well. We don't want 
to overwork him, but at the same time, we want to take advantage of his skillset."  
 
On what progression he would like to see from Samuel this week: 
"Just continuing to work and after every day of work, just that he's feeling good the next day, that's probably the 
biggest indicator for us is that he comes out and says, 'Hey, I had a good day.' How'd you feel? 'I felt good this 
morning. So let's roll.'"  
 
On if there is anything this week he has been able to fine tune for his game preparation: 
"No, there really wasn't anything. I mean, it's kind of the same program that we used last year. It's the same 
program we used when I was in Carolina. It's really just about going through the process and make sure 
everybody understands that this is how we practice. The big thing about it is because we're using cards, you 
know, to try and simulate the opponent's offense or defense or special teams. So, we've got to make sure our 
guys know how to give a look and one of the things that we try to stress is that it's part of your responsibility 
that when you're on show team, that you give a good look, that's the only way that you can try and emulate what 
your opponent's going to do and make sure your teammates get a really good picture and a really good look." 
 
On what his thoughts are of Los Angeles Chargers QB Justin Herbert: 
"Well, when we looked at him, we really liked who he is as a football player. He has got a nice, strong arm and 
he's built for the position. He's very athletic for a big guy. He's got a tremendous arm. He sees the field very 
well. He's a good decision maker. I mean, you put the tape on from last year, you got an opportunity to watch 
him make all the throws, literally make all the throws. It's just one of those things that you draft who you think 
you need and that's what we did. But, I really think that this is a good football player. He's a young guy who's 
going to continue to develop and grow and he'll be a formidable player for a long time in this league."  
 
On if there is anything about Herbert that stands out: 
"I think probably the biggest thing is when you get an opportunity and you find that quarterback, a kid like him, 
you know, young man like him, that's what you want to get and hold on to. I mean, a part of it also is always 
hindsight because now you get a chance to see that he's had success and he's capable of that six or seven 
[overall pick]. He was offensive rookie of the year last year for a reason, obviously."  
On how he prepares for a team with a first year head coach who didn't play their starters in the 



preseason:  
"Well, you watch film from last year to see the skillsets, to see who they have as guys. They've got a solid 
receiving corps, they've got a good running back who's a very versatile guy. They've got a quarterback with a 
strong arm, they remade their offensive line. Defensively, you look at their pass rushers, what they're really 
noted for. They got their safety's healthy again and the linebackers who can run. I mean, you watch the tape 
from last year, as far as trying to figure out what they're going to do offensively, you take what you can from 
the preseason, but you also kind of look at who their coaches are and what their backgrounds are. You see that 
they've had coaches with New Orleans, they've had coaches with San Francisco, they had coaches with the 
Rams and with the Bears. So, you get a sense for what they might want to do on offense and you get a sense for 
what they might want to do defensively and try to guess from there." 
 
On what he is looking to see from Samuel this week: 
"It's more about conditioning. I mean, he's going to cut and run the way he does, but can he sustain it? If he can, 
for how long can he sustain it? Are you going to get 20, 25 really good plays out of him? You're going to get 
what would amount to half the snaps? I mean, that's the question that you you're trying to gauge as you watch 
him in practice?" 
 
On if it is realistic to have a guy barely play in training camp and then suit up in a regular season game: 
"Well, it won't be difficult to get snaps in the game. It's just we gotta make sure they're good snaps. We rotate 
him in. We can't rotate him six, seven plays in a row and expect that that fifth, sixth, seventh play to be top end. 
But, when you do put him in, you expect it to be top end stuff. Realistically you may see him two or three plays 
in a row and then come out and rotate through." 
 
On if Samuel needs to participate in a full practice for him to feel comfortable playing him: 
"No, he doesn't but we just need to watch him when he practices. That's probably the most important thing is 
we've got to see it and you know, for what we saw early on from the early reps, we felt pretty good. But again, 
we've got to see how he is tomorrow morning." 
 
On what Samuel was able to do at practice following the individual portion: 
"Yeah, I mean we got to see him take a limited number of plays. But there are plays obviously that have him in 
mind, and we wanted to make sure we could see the things that we needed to see. Watch him catch the ball, 
watch him burst and turn it up field, watch him catch the ball through traffic, watch him go deep. I mean, we got 
to see all that today. Sorry, I forgot you guys didn't get to see that part of it because that was game planning 
stuff, but we saw those things today and hopefully, come Wednesday when we practice again we'll get an 
opportunity to see him take another step."  
 
On what was missing in last years offense in terms of explosive plays: 
"I think it was one of the things that we were missing, was the opportunity to have three or four guys on the 
field that could potentially go the distance. You know, we may have had two guys at a time. But now we have a 
potential to put three or four guys out on the field that have the ability to go the distance every time they touch 
it. So this is pretty exciting as far as what we can be on offense. I mean, that's why you play them to see exactly 
what you have. But I think the things that we did, we did in mind with that express intent, and that was to get 
faster, to put more playmakers that have the chance to go vertical."  
 
On what is does for the offense to have the threat of being able to open up the offense vertically: 
"Well, it's gonna create some opportunities for everybody else. You line up with that speed that now if they 
want to take a chance to do certain things, well we have an answer for that now." 
 



On DE Chase Young and if he is looking forward to this week’s matchup:  
“We know he gets excited when he gets a chance to play against the Tom Brady’s and the Ben Roethlisberger’s 
of the world. He does, but this is one of those things that guys do look forward to. I believe Chase looks forward 
to every week. I do. I think he's excited about playing against certain guys, but I think every week he's excited 
to play.”  
 
On where he wants to see Young build his game:   
“I want to see him take another step. Last year we saw what he did as a rookie coming in, who was an 
explosive, excitable, dynamic player. But you want to see more consistency. You want to see him be able to 
take his skillset to another level.” 
 
On Samuel’s workload:   
“It is because initially we will do limited things with him just because he's got to build up. You can't put in 10, 
12 specific plays for him and expect him to play 24 plays or something like that. So you just have to be careful 
and be smart about it, and that's what we're working towards.”  
 
On LB Jamin Davis:  
“He seems very ready, but you know, again, he's still a work in progress. Just because we're starting the regular 
season, doesn't mean the rookies stop learning. I mean, [T] Sam Cosmi is still learning, [CB] Benjamin St.-Juste 
is still learning, [WR] Dyami Brown is still learning. But they're ready to go. Their mental approach will be 
what's a little more important because we know they can do things physically, but it's about now handling the 
situation and getting ready to play and get on the football.” 
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