
 
 
July 31, 2021 

Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On G Brandon Scherff and T David Sharpe: 
“We are going to release a statement that they are both in the COVID-19 protocol.” 
 
On if he is concerned with them going into the protocol: 
“For the most part, we're just going to follow it and see what happens with the rest of it.” 
 
On if his COVID frustrations have changed and if he has seen any improvement: 
“We will see tomorrow. Tomorrow we are hoping that we will get some more guys vaccinated. We will see. It 
is a difficult topic. I have tried to broach it with a lot of our players and have talked with a lot of our guys that 
haven’t. It is a personal thing, but hopefully, we can sway it. Hopefully.” 
 
On WR Terry McLaurin and the changes he has seen this camp: 
“It is interesting because he is such a young player, and he has had two very successful seasons so far. I 
couldn’t tell you what he was like his first season, but last year he caught my attention immediately and he has 
done the same thing and has been more impressive. You do see certain things. One thing I thought he did very 
well the last few days was just his adjustment on the balls that are thrown. [QB Ryan Fitzpatrick] Fitz throws a 
very catchable ball. He throws the ball with good air under it. It gives Terry and for the most part any of our 
receivers an opportunity to adjust and go get it. I think that is playing into one of Terry’s strengths. He has good 
body control when the ball is in the air. He can put himself in a position to make that catch.” 
 
On if his message to players has been to do it for him and get the vaccine: 
“I think just making the statement that I am immune deficient is hopefully part of their conversation and their 
thought process. Again, it is a personal decision, and we just hope that we can get more guys vaccinated.” 
 
On S Landon Collins: 
“He has come in with a different resolve. More of an understanding of the concepts we use as far as our defense 
is concerned. Last year, going through what we had to go through and trying to learn on the run, I think there 
was some hesitation in terms of picking it up. You did see some of the really good moments last year until he 
got hurt. I think he is pretty much just picking up where he left off. He has a better understanding of how we are 
doing things and the things that we do. Kudos to what he did in the offseason and during OTA’s and minicamp, 
mimicking the defense. Being back there with [DB Coach] Chris [Harris] and watching practice and the way 
guys were doing things, I think that really helped him. I think he is really taking the steps that we hoped he will. 
He is a tremendous talent. That is one of the things that you really like about who he is. Honestly, once we put 
pads on, I’m not too worried about him because his strength is his physical play.” 
 
On if he is concerned about the competitive disadvantages caused by COVID: 
“And that's part of the problems. I mean, to be very honest, that's going to make things difficult and that's the 
thing we have to be aware of., It makes it difficult in terms of everybody working together. Difficult on us as 
coaches with our evaluations and the scouts. It will be difficult on the player because having time off, not really 
getting an opportunity to work, develop, grow and learn, that’s the downfall, and the downside. I mentioned it 
to our guys. I said, ‘you know, here is the what if scenario: what if this had been game day Sunday for the 



opener?’ Even though it's only contact tracing for some of them, that's five days. So, if this is the opener, 
imagine this, opening against Los Angeles, Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, playing 
Thursday night against the Giants. Those guys would not be eligible. So, to me, it brings the reality of what the 
rules are and I hope it helps. But again, these young men have to make their decisions.” 
 
On the status on S Deshazor Everett: 
“He’s continuing to work and he's getting closer to being back out there.”  
 
On how WR Terry McLaurin is adjusting: 
“Right now he's got a great grasp of what we do offensively. I think more than anything else, it's the timing 
aspect of working with [Ryan] Fitzpatrick, working with Taylor [Heinicke] and Kyle [Allen], and Steven 
[Montez], working with all our quarterbacks, that's probably the biggest thing. We will see it once we get Curtis 
[Samuel] back out on the field, how he meshes with the rest of the group. But I don't expect it to be that 
difficult, I really don't. He's such a pro and he's done things the right way.”  
 
On adding depth behind DE Chase Young and DE Montez Sweat: 
“I’m very confident in those guys to begin with. I'm very confident in what we've seen from [DE] James Smith-
Williams. He's done a great job and he's the guy that we drafted last year for this type of role. We like the two 
young guys that we drafted this year, both William Bradley-King and Shaka [Toney]. Our young guys have an 
opportunity and they've been practicing very well. It's going to be an interesting battle. If there is a veteran guy 
that we liked in the right circumstances, maybe we will go out and bring them in. But right now, we're giving 
our young guys an opportunity to show us what they can do.”  
 
On his thoughts on the battle of the backup QB position: 
“I think it's a mix of those guys. Kyle started to come on, he did tweak his bad ankle a little bit today.  He’s 
starting to come on and get back into the mix. We have three guys that we really truly like, and we like Steven 
Montez as a young developmental guy. This is a good situation for us. We have the makings, I think, of what 
could potentially be a solid foundation on offense. And we'll see how it molds together as we continue to go 
through camp. The first real test will be in a couple of weeks when we have our first preseason game. It'll be an 
opportunity to see where we are absolutely, but I do like the competition. I do like trying to create that and 
make sure the guys understand that that's what it's going to come down to which is not just who the one is, but 
who the two is as well.” 
 
On if the offensive lineman group when G Brandon Scherff exited practice was G Wes Schweitzer 
moving to right guard and G Ereck Flowers moving to left guard: 
“That's one of the ways – we had a lot of combinations going out there. [OL] Saahdiq Charles is another guy 
that we want to look at as well, but with [T] David [Sharpe] going down as well, we had to keep him a little bit 
outside instead of really giving them an opportunity to move inside. So, there's a lot of impact and a lot of effect 
that happens when something like this happens. I talk about it all the time and that is position flex and that's the 
nice thing about having guys with that kind of ability. We have some young guys that can play two positions or 
three for that matter. So, it's not as concerning for now, but I promise you if this was the regular season I would 
be concerned.” 
 
On how he balances evaluating the interceptions during training camp: 
“Well, it's a good point because a lot of things that play into the fact are the way things happen and you see this, 
there's no real consequences right now, other than what we see. And it goes for both sides of the ball. 
Quarterbacks will tend to sling the ball, knowing that they don't have to worry as much and defenders will try to 
make plays a little bit more than they typically will. When I do start getting concerned is when we start playing 
games, the three preseason games will really help to play into our mind as to where we are with our positional 



players, our quarterbacks for that matter. You just have to right now take it for what it's worth and when you see 
guys trying to fit it into tight spaces when they complete it, it's great, when they don't, 'Okay, let's think about 
these things a little bit more.' So right now I am concerned, but to me, this is not going to impact my initial 
thinking. But when it will is when we start competing against other teams.” 
 
On what he thinks his team has learned from some of the conversations that they have had as a team in 
regards to the COVID-19 vaccine: 
“I think there's some deep thought going on from some of these guys. There is some concern about the vaccine 
when you talk to guys and then you try to explain to them, 'Hey just remember these vaccines weren't developed 
like a normal vaccine because these things were worked on seven days a week, 24 hours a day, the information 
that was being given out there to each other, they were sharing their knowledge, what they were learning.' And 
as we found that some of the vaccine, some of its components have already been developed, because again, for 
the most part, it's as I understand it is similar to some of the things that have been out there. So, it's not like they 
started from scratch. It's not like what happened in 1917 with the Spanish flu, where they were starting from 
scratch. So, there's a little bit more to it and I don't think it's been given enough credit. Plus it's been going in 
people's arms for about eight, nine months. And so there is that information that's out there as well. I just think 
it's a matter of these guys being educated and understanding because it's fair when you sit down and talk to 
these guys and listen to them and listen to their true concerns. I think some guys just don't know and I've gotten 
a sense that there are a few guys that have dug in so hard, so much that they're not going to back down. So that's 
the part to me that's concerning because I care about all these guys, I really do, and their families, and you do 
worry that somebody might catch it and go home and pass it on to a family member.” 
 
On what else he thinks he can do at this point in time to convince players to get vaccinated: 
“Well, it will be interesting to see what happens tomorrow. I mean, there's going to be an opportunity to get the 
vaccine and we'll see how guys react. Because I said earlier this week, we had a number of guys go get the 
vaccine and that happened because they saw how the rules were affecting things. It was great to hear one of the 
guys when he was asked, 'Well, why did you go get it?' And him just seeing everything and said, 'I want to be 
able to live my life a little bit freer.' So, that was pretty cool to hear that, that really was. I think they're starting 
to get that and they're starting to understand and we'll keep our fingers crossed, so that hopefully we get a few 
more guys.” 
 
On if he has separate conversations with team leaders on the topic: 
“I talked to our guys. I'm going to leave it at that. They've been great. They've listened. I haven't been blown off 
by anybody, which I really respect that because they're willing to listen for you.” 
 
On what he made of his time here in Richmond: 
“Well, I liked what we had out there. I do. I thought the fields were wonderful, well-prepared, they were ready 
for us to go. There's obviously more than enough room for us to be able to practice, to do the extra stuff in terms 
of the weight room, the training room, the locker rooms. Unfortunately, we had to have a split locker room 
because of the protocols. That was a little disappointing. I think it's a nice setup for the fans, in terms of coming 
and bringing the energy. It's the fields again, I think is probably the biggest thing for me because if you can take 
a break on your fields and not tear them down, going into the season, that's big. And so, we'll sit down and we'll 
discuss it. But, I did like the field. I really did. I thought that was excellent. I thought this was a very worthwhile 
facility for us.” 
 
On WR DeAndre Carter: 
“Well, you know, he also made a couple of really tough catches as well today, and he's done it all camp. He is a 
dual returner. He's got NFL experience and that's one of the things that attracted him to us. That's why we 
signed him in the offseason, obviously. To have a dual returner, it gives you more flexibility with your gameday 



roster. So, there are some things that he brings to the table in terms of his skillset. He can play the slot if you get 
into a situation, he can also play the X receiver. So again, there is that position flex that we talked about. He's a 
guy that also runs well with the ball in his hands. So again, looking at what we do offensively, he's more than a 
fit in terms of looking for a guy that can do those types of things.” 
 
On if he can give an update on the team's vaccination percentages: 
“Not really. I know it's improved, it's trending in the right direction and hopefully we'll continue to have it rise 
for us.” 
 
On if there will be a vaccination day for the players tomorrow: 
“We've had guys that have asked. So, because guys have asked for it specifically we've said, 'Hey, we'll get 
appointments for you guys on that one.' So, we'll see if they show up and follow through and that's what we're 
hoping.” 
 
On if they will be giving the vaccine at the facility: 
“That's through one of our providers.” 
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