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Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On S Landon Collins: 
“Well, I think he worked at it. He worked very well, very hard. He did the things that he needed to, and it's good 
to see him back out on the football field. He came in in great shape, so he's, ready to roll and we're excited 
about the competition we'll have.” 
 
On how he sees Collins fitting into the safety group: 
“We do, we have a lot of options, a lot of good pieces. And as I said, it's exciting to watch it's going to be a 
good competition. Landon has done a lot of good things in the past for this football team. We’ll see how he 
continues to grow and get better.” 
 
On placing WR Curtis Samuel on the PUP list: 
“Well, he had the groin injury, obviously in mini-camp, so we're just bringing along. We want to make sure he's 
fine and we’ll go from there.” 
 
On not seeing the full offense out on the field without Samuel: 
Not yet, but we have a background with Curtis. So, we're familiar with the things that he's done and we know 
what to expect from him. The big thing will be how he interacts with his teammates around him, on the field. 
That's the thing that you’re trying to create right now by having reps outside.”  
 
On the stability that TE Logan Thomas and DT Jonathan Allen bring to the team: 
“Well, I think that the thing, and hopefully the other players, their teammates see that we're serious about 
wanting to keep guys that do things the right way, guys that fit what we do and how we do it. And we want to 
try to keep as many of our own as possible. Drafting Jonathan where we did, you don't want to see a guy like 
that move on, especially if he fits and is the right type of guy, and we've got a lot of guys like that, that we want 
to try and figure out how we can keep them around.”  
 
On the safety competition: 
“I see a good competition for the spots. I don't know if you know this, but we rotated a lot of guys in back there, 
especially with the first bunch. So, we'll continue to do that and I'm going to rely on the coaches and their 
opinion on what they see and how they think things are unfolding. The nice thing is we will be able to play 
preseason games this year. We will be able to get a feel for what our best options are going forward.”  
 
On T Cornelius Lucas being out and what that means for T Sam Cosmi: 
“Well, Cornelius being out does give us an opportunity to evaluate Sam and gives us an opportunity to evaluate 
a couple of other guys. [OL] Saahdiq [Charles] is another young man that we're going to move over there and 
give reps to which we have already. So, it's, it's an opportunity for guys to get reps is what it is creating and for 
them to show us what they're capable of. And then when based on the rules and all that and we get Cornelius 
back, we'll start getting him back into the mix as well.”  
 
On what little things he is going to look for in the safety competition:  
“Well, consistency of play will be one of them and not just their play, but how the rest of the guys around them 



play. One of the thing that's really important that these guys got to be able to do is communicate. They're kind 
of like air traffic controllers and making checks and calls and making sure that the other DBs hear the calls and 
the linebackers hear the checks, that type of stuff. It's about the communication. So, it will be about the 
consistency of the play, not just them, but when they're on the field, the guys around them.” 
 
On the difference between what he has seen from LB Jamin Davis in the spring compared to now: 
“The only difference really as we continue to progress, things will start to ramp up more so than anything else. 
And then you'll really get a chance to see because as things ramp up and you start getting into the preseason 
games, there's some consequences. Right now there's not a lot of consequences out there and guys tend to play a 
little bit better when they don't have to worry about consequences. Now, all of a sudden you throw the 
consequences of games and giving up plays or making plays, it changes some people. And so, as we progress 
through this, the real test will be when we get onto the field playing.” 
 
On how keeping Allen and Thomas helps him with maintaining his culture here with the team: 
“Well, I think, again, it’s what it tells the other players. It tells the other guys  we're trying to find ways to keep 
as many of our guys around, guys that we believe fit us, that are the right type of guys that fit into the culture 
that we're trying to create. I think that's important for those guys to understand. We've got solid young men, 
guys that are solid on the football field, solid in the locker room and solid in the community and that's important 
to us.” 
 
On the maturity concerns he has for the team: 
“Yes, for our football team. I want to make sure that we understand that you just don't show up and pick up 
where you left off. I want to make sure we understand that we've got to work our way back to where we were 
last season and play, and to be able to play to that ability. That's when I talk about maturity, that's what I'm 
talking about is understanding how to handle success and how to continue to work to create more success. 
That’s what I talk about when I say maturity.” 
 
On what he thought about the first practice: 
“I was happy about it, I really was. There were some things, some little detail things that – one of the things that 
when I circled up the team out there, I talked about it, some of the little details that we didn't pay attention to. I 
had explained to some of the young guys in particular, so they understand that there's a specific way that we 
practice. We try to mimic as close as we can to game situations that you can never really do, but if you can get it 
close to it by harping on tempo, harping on playing fast, trying to put stress on them so that they learn how to 
handle and cope with that, that helps. So to me, it's about making sure we're getting the right message across to 
the guys in terms of how we practice.” 
 
On if any of the younger players stood out in spring and today: 
“Well, Jamin stood out right away. And again, he's one of the guys that we're counting on to be able to handle 
these situations and circumstances. Tt was good to see, it really was. A number of the young guys really did a 
nice job. That’s one of the groups you always worry about, the new guys that come in. I really thought we had a 
lot of good retention. It’s one of those things that when you see the guys knowing where to line up, knowing 
when the motions happen or listening and hearing the defensive checks and slides by the defensive line, then 
you know that those things are becoming second nature and that's important because that tells you that we're 
taking the next step.” 
 
On his early impressions of RB Jaret Patterson: 
“I thought he made a really nice cut. We handed the ball inside, ee ran an inside zone and he was able to work 
his way back to the backside. He's a little dynamic guy that plays bigger, I think. And, and I'm excited to see 
when we do put the pads on to see how that translates, but he's done a really nice job. He's been solid. He's a 



young man that I talked about in terms of retention. When he was in there, you didn't see any mistakes. You 
didn't see any of the quarterbacks having to get him lined up and he understood when it was time to shift in 
motion. So, he's doing a solid job for us.”  
 
On what he has seen from S Kamren Curl and what he likes about the options at free safety: 
The thing with Kamren is he's got great range and with that length it creates even more range. He's got a good 
nose for the ball, so he shows you he has some of that free safety skillset. That's why we rotated him in there 
with Collins a couple of times because there's some things that are intriguing. We brought him down and use it 
as the Buffalo Nickel. Remember, that's what he was playing last year and he was a big part of that for us. And 
with that combination of safeties, throwing [S Bobby] McCain in the mix, those three guys give you some guys 
that have some skillsets, some abilities. What Bobby brings is he's a center fielder. He's a ball hawk. He was on 
the defense last year that led the league in takeaways and he was a part of that. Landon's a physical guy that can 
get downhill and on the opposite side you put Kamren in the position that he played last year for us and that he 
played for us well. Really what you have is you have two buffalos when you have Kamren and Landon on the 
field at the same time. There are some things that [defensive coordinator] Jack [Del Rio] is going to be able to 
do with the defense, some things in terms of personnel groups and matchups. I think our guys give us options 
that can be excited. So, I'm excited about that group of safeties we have right now.”  
 
On CB Benjamin St-Juste and T Sam Cosmi: 
Ben is a guy that's got a tremendous skillset. He's long – he reminds me a little bit of Charles Tillman. I was 
able to coach him back in the day and I thought Charles was the kind of guy that as he grew more and more in 
the defense, you could see his skillset start to shine and that's what you see with Ben. When you look at Cosmi, 
you see a stout, physical player who already gets it. He understands how to practice. There are some little 
details that when I talked about young guys having to learn, he's one of those guys, but his skillset tells you he 
can play the right side, but you also know he can play the left and he can go inside and play guard. So, there's 
some position flex with him. But he's got it, he's got a chance. He really does. He’s got a chance to fight for a 
starting position.” 
 
On what it was like seeing the fans back out at practice: 
It is really cool. It really was. I mean, I love the fact that they're back out there. They’re a knowledgeable bunch. 
They knew when to cheer and that's usually when the offense does something and so the defensive guys get 
excited because they're cheering for the offense and you can tell that, that creates a little energy and then you 
can hear it, you can feel it and it's something special. We really did miss our fans down the stretch last year. It 
would’ve been good to have them as we got into the playoffs, that would have been cool. But, it was nice to 
have the fan back out there. I like what we have around here. I thought the turf and the field was really good. 
So, a lot of positive things about being here in Richmond.” 
 
On recognizing the military our at practice: 
“You know it's very important because again, these are folks that commit and sacrifice to us, and they should 
know that we most certainly do truly appreciate them. It was good that we were able to do something for them.”  
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