
 
 
May 14, 2021 
 

Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On what stood out with the rookies today: 
“Really appreciated their athleticism in what we got to see as far as the limited opportunities. Just trying to pop 
around from one position to the other and see certain things I remember about these guys. Watching [LB] Jamin 
Davis, just the realization of how explosive he is and how flexible he is through the hips in terms of his turning 
and movement motions. Those looked really good. Watching [OL] Sam Cosmi out there, I thought was really 
cool. A big powerful guy that looked really good. That is what you hope to see in my opinion as you go through 
and watch these guys go through their basic drills.” 
 
On RB Jaret Patterson: 
“I was just going to mention a specific player, [RB] Darren Sproles. I had an opportunity to be with Darren in 
San Diego and that is who this young man reminds me of. He is small, but he is explosive and dynamic. He is 
stout. He looks like a football player. He is a guy that we are going to give every opportunity to see if he can 
make our football team. I like who he is.” 
 
On the decision to bring in QB Jordan Ta’amu and what had happened with the other tryout players: 
“What happened was those guys had come in, pretty much the same group. When we had picked them up and 
brought them to the hotel, one of them had tested positive. Out of an abundance of caution, we felt that those 
guys were contacted, and we were better off not taking a chance. Just trying to keep everyone safe and healthy. 
We brought Jordan in because we had initially made a mistake. We thought [QB Steven] Montez was eligible 
for this. We were counting on Montez being available. As we were going through things again, it came up, we 
double-checked and realized that he has an accredited season, so he is not eligible for this. We knew that Jordan 
Ta’amu was out there. Someone who we were intrigued by. I know he spent the year with Kansas City, but he is 
a good-sized guy with a good arm.” 
 
On when he realizes a rookie gets it: 
“Well, I think it’s not just one thing, it is a collection of things. These guys will go through this program, will 
get integrated on Monday with their teammates and then we start OTA’s the following week. You watch them 
and you see how they handle the situations. Once you get into training camp, you go through it. It is collective 
things. Just the way he is handling and learning. Following directions and doing the things that he needs to do. 
Just reacting to things. What his retention has been like. The way he practices, prepares himself before practice, 
takes care of himself after practice, there is a lot of things that you do try and watch and see. If a guy is going to 
get it, he will get it just before the season starts and you’ll feel confident enough to start a guy like that.” 
 
On words of wisdom he gives the rookie class: 
“My biggest thing is that if you don’t know, ask. The worst thing you could do is go out there and you make a 
mistake and go out there and compound it by not knowing. That makes it worse. I told them to me the biggest 
thing is that if you are not sure, ask.” 
 
On what the rookies can do to stand out: 



“I think the biggest thing is their attentiveness, their willingness to ask questions and then how well they recall 
everything tomorrow. We are going to throw in a few more things tomorrow and compound that with what they 
learned today and see how they handle those things. That is all a part of the understanding process for us. 
Getting to understand those players and getting to see if those guys have that ability. That will also help them 
out and get them on the field soon.” 
 
On the questions asked today and if anything stood out: 
“I thought all stood out. It was kind of intriguing to watch some of these young guys in person for the first time. 
You realize that they look different than they do on tape. [WR] Dax Milne came across as a lot bigger and 
stouter than I anticipated. He is a good route runner with good size. To me, that is a pleasant surprise. For a guy 
that plays slot, you usually have a smaller guy. This guy had a little more size and he looked good out there on 
the football field. That is what I am talking about. Just getting a chance to see these guys in person for the first 
time.” 
 
On if there were any other players that surprised him in Day 1: 
“Well, I think they were all what you are hoping for. That was pleasing. A big reason for the surprise was 
because it was the first time seeing most of these guys in person. That is something that you go ‘OK, he is a 
little different than I had thought.’ You can only tell so much on tape and once you get to watch them in person 
you get a better feel for them and how they are going to fit us.” 
 
On what his initial impression was of TE Sammis Reyes: 
"Just a high energy guy. He's got a lot to learn, has a lot of feel to develop and understanding in terms of this 
game. It is fun to watch him out there, it really is because you can tell he is trying to learn on the run. That will 
be a challenge for him, but I think it will help him in the end because we're throwing a lot at him these first 
couple of days. But, it will be good because it will help him to integrate a lot quicker once he is there with the 
rest of his teammates." 
 
On T Charles Leno Jr: 
"It gives us more depth. It gives us an opportunity to fill some of the other basic needs that we have. Again, 
having another guy that has been a very durable, veteran player. I just don't think you can have enough quality 
offensive line depth. Last year we were very fortunate and at one point including the practice squad guys, we 
had 16 offensive linemen. We had 10 guys that were active and six on the practice squad and I just felt that that 
was a big plus for us and I think last year down the stretch it really helped us in terms of being able to practice, 
but more importantly being able to field quality starters with quality backups and so the more we can get and 
the more guys that we can have at specific positions, the offensive line being one of them, we're going to 
continue to try and do that." 
 
On his expectations of this rookie minicamp: 
"We would like to have been able to fill two full squads. Unfortunately, we weren't able to do that. I'm talking 
about on offense and defense, so you can run about four or five plays, a couple sets of four or five plays in a 
row and unfortunately, we didn't have that. That was probably the only disappointment. Other than that, we 
accomplished what we wanted in terms of getting a chance to watch the guys. I'm going to be interested to hear 
the coaches and their impressions of the guys that we had out there, that will be interesting to see." 
 
On what his early impression is of some of these players: 
"I think it is important because the first impressions are important because again, I think we draw conclusions a 
little bit early, but at the same time I think those impressions are something that can help us in terms of helping 
to direct and develop these guys." 
 



On if there were any positives of having so many coaches out there with only 16 players: 
"That is exactly it. We got an opportunity to really focus on guys. I don't know if you had a chance to watch, but 
in fact right in front of you guys and watching the tight ends and getting to see both [TE] John [Bates] and [TE] 
Sammis [Reyes] get the extra attention that [tight ends coach] Pete [Hoener] and [offensive quality control 
coach] Todd [Storm] were able to really give them. I thought that was really good. You go over and watch the 
offensive line and you get to watch [Offensive Line] Coach [John] Matsko with the two guys that he had, that 
was really good. I thought both [T] Rick [Leonard] and [OL] Sam [Cosmi] looked good and it was an 
opportunity for Coach Matsko and [Assistant Offensive Line] Coach [Travelle] Wharton to really dig in with 
those guys and just give them a little something of what to expect. So, that is probably the biggest positive that 
we got out of it. 
 
On what it is like coaching a guy like Sammis Reyes who has not played much if any football in his life: 
"We've done that before. When I was in Carolina we had [DE] Efe Obada. Then this past season we had [DT] 
David Bada. Both guys came to us from the NFL Europe. We were able to pluck Sammis before he got into the 
program, so we know what we have and we know what to expect. This is a guy that has a special skillset that 
we believe will fit it and we're going to work with him as much as we can to give him every opportunity to 
grow and become a player in this league." 
 
On what the addition of Leno Jr. means for Cosmi's chances at the left tackle spot: 
"It will create a lot of competition more so than anything else. It will give Sam another veteran guy to watch 
and learn from and again, more competition. What it does too is it shows that again, with quality depth if we get 
the type of depth, we're looking for we'll have guys that can play more than one positive, will have that position 
flex, so who knows. We will see what happens." 
 
On the rookie class having a lot of extensive experience in college and how that can translate to a day like 
today: 
"Well, football is football. It is just who you are playing against. Now you're playing against older guys or for 
the most part, older men. So that is the biggest thing, the competition is a little bit different, everyone has great 
players and I think that will be the biggest thing they will learn right away. As far as the experience, knowing 
how to do things, knowing what to do, that is a huge plus. The hard part for those guys is taking what we're 
teaching and translating that into a language that they understand. Some people call a play a certain way, we 
call the play a little different. So, they've got to be able to translate that so that it computes, and they can go out 
and make plays and play fast. That is the biggest key, so that they won't be thinking too much." 
 
On WR Dyami Brown and where he will play: 
“What I liked most about Dyami was how smooth he was. The young man can put his head down and go.” 
 
On adding other players: 
“I think the biggest thing is once you get everyone together and they filter in, you get a better sense for where 
we are and what our needs are. The thing that will be good to watch is that we will really see the growth and 
development these next few weeks. The good group of young men that we have that came in today and put in 
some hard work. I look forward to the veterans getting here this week, next week and the week after. Whenever 
they get here. This is a voluntary program. We will have to have them here mandatory when we do mini camp 
in the middle of June. It is pretty exciting and a lot of fun to watch.” 
 
On the defensive side of the field: 
“I thought those guys looked good. Both of those young DB’s are guys that can come in and compete right 
away. They have good skill sets and good tape so you know they can play the game. The big thing will be as 
they learn and learn to play fast. Given the opportunity to watch Jamin, obviously that was cool to see. A young 



man that is explosive and then watching the defensive line. We have a couple of draft picks that we brought in 
and a couple of free agents that we signed. They are working and they look good as a group. It is going to be 
interesting. There is going to be a lot of competition up front on the defensive side. That was a group we were 
able to improve on in free agency and through the draft. I am looking forward to tomorrow and Monday. It is 
exciting.  
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