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LB Jamin Davis 
 
On if he knew Washington was high on him coming into the NFL Draft and if he expected to be selected 
by them: 
“Yes I did, but honestly I didn’t really expect it to happen. Honestly it is just an unreal feeling and a dream 
come true. Like I’ve been saying the whole time, I am just ready to get to work.” 
 
On what Head Coach Ron Rivera said to him on the phone: 
“He just kept it real and straight up and told me that I was going to be a part of the Washington Football Team. 
There wasn’t any hat tricks about it or anything like that, he just told me and told me to go celebrate with my 
family.” 
 
On how it feels to go from not starting a year ago to becoming a first round selection in the NFL Draft: 
“It is a surreal feeling, but it is not weird to me at all. My entire time I played with a chip on my shoulder 
always and stayed the course and trusted the process. Now that everything happened the way it did I’m just 
ready to show the world who I am.” 
 
On when he knew he was starting to show everyone what he could do: 
“The very first game. As soon as I got the opportunity I knew I was going to make the most of it.” 
 
On what it means to him to play for a head coach and defensive coordinator who both played linebacker 
in the NFL: 
“It means a lot to me knowing that I have defensive coaches on my coaching staff that basically have been there 
before and have been in situations that require them to have a lot of experience. Being able to learn from guys 
like that should help my game grow a lot and be ready to take this thing to the next level.” 
 
On getting the chance to play behind such a dominant defensive line: 
“It means the world to me. That was always something I looked forward to was playing behind great guys and 
making sure that I’m having guys in practice and taking it with a full head of steam and just making sure that 
I’m all over the place to make plays with them.” 
 
On his decision to opt out of the bowl game this past season: 
“Honestly leading up to that I never ever thought about opting out and quitting on my team. I knew I was going 
to finish the season and finish what I started, and I guess after that I was just going to let the season happen. I 
was just going to control what I could control.” 
 
On if he thought about going to the NFL all season: 
“Honestly throughout the season it wasn’t even something that I thought about. My main focus was doing what 
I had to do at Kentucky. When the season came to a complete close that is when I had to sit down with my 
coaches and my family and figure everything out.” 
On what he remembers about his pre-draft conversations with Washington: 



“The main thing was just me going in and keeping it real with them and giving them every bit of Jamin Davis  
that I could. As far as retaining everything I knew as far as my defense at Kentucky. Basically, when they went 
over their defense with me I guess I did a pretty good job with that.” 
 
On what it means to give every bit of Jamin Davis that he could: 
“Just going in and telling them who I am as a person on and off the field and like I said, giving them Jamin 
Davis. It wasn’t going to be any hat tricks or doing anything special. I just was telling them who I am and just 
letting them know that even if I win a Super Bowl, I’m a pretty laid-back guy.”  
 
On the scene at his house: 
“Right now I am at my house with my brothers and sisters. That is something that I have always dreamed of. No 
big party or anything like that going on.” 
 
On being there with his family: 
“It was a dream come true. It was something that I thought of my first time ever picking up a football. Now, I 
am just ready to get to work.” 
 
On being selected at 19: 
“It is honestly hard to really explain. I am still in the moment. With everything that is going on as far as mock 
drafts and people that were talking about me rising up the boards, I really don’t pay attention to any of that 
stuff. The same way when it comes to critics and media outlets and whatever. I just never really paid attention 
to any of it. I was just hoping and praying that I got my opportunity one day.” 
 
On being discouraged about his projection as a fourth-round pick: 
“Honestly, that was one of the things I learned from my mom. Just bet on myself and not let anyone discourage 
me. Hearing some of the negative thoughts, it didn’t faze me, not one bit. I felt the way I felt about everything 
that was going on. Like I said, I just took a bet on myself.” 
 
On his nickname being shadow: 
“Me and one of my childhood best friends, we used to go at it back in the day when I ran track. His name was 
Sonic and he was like a brother to me. Sonic and Shadow. It pretty much just stuck with me from that moment 
on.” 
 
On his favorite phrase ‘You can’t have a million dollar dream with a minimum wage work ethic’: 
“It was actually one of my rec league coaches way back in the day when I first started playing ball. It was 
something that just stuck with me because I was always an under-the-radar guy that never really got enough 
recognition or anything like that. At the same time, my mindset was that I did not need any pats on the back or 
anything like that. I just always kept that in the back of my mind that I was going to put in the work regardless 
of what was going on around me. I’m just going to keep letting the results speak for themselves.” 
 
On meetings with Washington 
“I honestly forgot. I can’t even remember how many meetings I had, but they were all Zoom.” 
 
On if there were any conversations that really stuck out with Washington: 
“Not necessarily anything specifically. Just getting the chance to sit down with the head coach and just talk over 
things that were not even football. Just getting a chance to meet him as a person. Now, I am getting an 
opportunity to meet him in person.” 
 
On what he has to work on: 



“Probably just being involved with my hands when I first get there. Playing behind a defensive line that is so 
talented I will work on it a couple of days a week if I get the opportunity to.  
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