
 
 

Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 
On what happened. 
“We got beat. They played better than we did and we didn’t take advantage of our opportunities when we had them.” 
 
On what the message was to the team afterward. 
Well, more so than anything else, we’ve got to games left to play and we’re going to play them to win. That’s just the way 
it is. I told them, I said, ‘If you play this game long enough, you’re going to get beat like this. It happens. How you respond 
to it, how you bounce back, how you play, that tells more about who you are than anything else.” 
 
On his reaction to the fight between Jonathan Allen and Daron Payne. 
“I had no idea about that. I was told about it later, after it happened, and I’ve talked to both of them.” 
 
On what they said. 
“I’ve talked to both of them. What my players say to me is really nobody’s business.” 
 
On if this is indicative of any bigger picture. 
“Yeah, frustration. Wanting to win. Having an opportunity for the last few weeks and not being able to get it done. Not 
being able to have all the pieces in place that you need to go out there and play together. That’s what that is. It’s guys 
wanting to compete, wanting to win more than anything else.” 
 
On how he separates not having a linebacker tonight due to Covid from not playing well enough.  
“You don’t. It’s all tied together. I mean, if you look at the things that have happened in the last couple of weeks, we’ve 
dealt with a lot but that’s football. That’s life. You’re going to deal with a lot in life. How you handle it, though, that’s the 
important thing and we didn’t handle it very well tonight. That’s disappointing. We’ve got to be better than that. We expect 
to be able to win football games. We’ve got to be better than that as a group.” 
 
On why the thinks the team didn’t handle it well. 
“Why do I think we didn’t handle it well? You see the score?” 
 
[Follow-up] On what attributed to the players not handling it well. 
“I just told you. We just went through a few weeks…a couple of things…bad things happen, ok? You have to deal with 
those things and it’s tough. It’s not easy to try and separate and compartmentalize situations like that. It spills over. It gets 
to people. It’s human nature. These guys are more than just robots. These are players. These are people. They’ve got a 
teammate going through something right now. It’s tough. You have an opportunity, and you don’t have everybody 
playing. That’s hard on people. I mean that’s not normal shit. That’s real-life shit and that’s what they’re dealing with. 
These are young men and we’re just trying to help them along the way.” 
 
On if the Jamin Davis Covid situation is a team-wide concern. 
“No, not now. We were able to get him tested and found out that it was negative but, because of the situation, 
circumstances, we had to be careful. We had to check. We notified the league right away. We isolated him as quickly as 
we could and then we were able to find a testing site for him just to make sure but he had symptoms and it was 
unfortunate, but we had to be careful.” 
 
On if going to Kyle Allen was just a “tonight thing.” 
“That was a tonight thing. That was to protect Taylor, even more so than anything else.” 
 
On the defense taking pride in sticking together for weeks and then to have this happen on a national stage. 
“That’s the disappointing part. That’s the frustration of it all. They feel they’re better than that. They feel they should have 
performed better that. But still, it’s one of those things where you don’t have all the pieces.” 
 
On getting the team mentally back on track for the last two games with everything going on off-the-field, 
especially this past week. 
“Well, we’ve got two left to play. Who knows what happens but we’ll show up, we’ll prepare, we’ll get ready, and I told 
them, I said, ‘Guys, that’s all we can do. We’re going to play hard and that’s what we’re going to do. We’re going to show 



up. We’re going to practice. We’re going to work. We’re going to get ready and we’ll show up on Sunday.’”  
 
On if he will take any additional measures with the players in light of the Deshazor Everett situation? 
“We’re fortunate that we do have a trained professional. The doctor’s there and she’s there with the players and their 
families so we’re hoping that things continue to work their way through.  
 
 
On if he anticipates any disciplinary measures with Jonathan Allen and Daron Payne. 
“No, I don’t. Again, I’m just learning all of it but, like I said, I talked with them and as far as I’m concerned, that’s where it’s 
going to stay.” 
  
QB Taylor Heinicke  
 
On what wasn’t clicking tonight: “I think it is just the same story it was two weeks ago. They kicked our ass in all three 
phases of the game. I know I’ve been up here and said before, we’ll see what happened on the film – we will. We are 
pissed off right now and rightfully so. We’ll get back to practice on Wednesday and get after it.” 
 
On how much it stunk not being able to finish the game: “Obviously you want to play throughout the whole game. I 
was getting dinged up a little bit and coach thought it was best to take me out in the fourth quarter.” 
 
On why things got so out of hand early: “The first play of the game, it was unfortunate. You want to take a shot and 
the ball was just too flat; it needed to be a little higher. If it was further, I think [Terry McLaurin] would have had a better 
shot at it. That second pick was just unfortunate. […] had his hand up and it went through his hands. When we get down 
21 points right off the bat, it is hard to come back from that. Against a team like that, you don’t want to get down because 
then you have to start throwing the ball a lot and that’s what they want you to do. They want their D-linemen to pin their 
ears back and get after them. So again, we dug ourselves a hole really early.”  
 
On what the DL was doing to cause him problems: “Good play by them. There’s nothing I could do. I was trying to 
throw the slant right there and he just got a hand on it.” 
 
On how he felt physically after what he went through last week: “It was kind of a question mark coming in, after 
COVID. My body felt good, it was just the conditioning I was kind of curious about. I felt fine out there. I didn’t feel winded 
or anything like that.” 
 
On how the team is holding up: “The guys in the locker room really bonded together throughout this year. We’ve been 
through a lot of stuff. The whole Deshazor thing that happened, its really tough because he is the captain of our team. 
He’s one of the bright spots in the locker room; he’s always smiling, always working hard. You hear that something like 
that happened, especially during the holidays, its tough. Again, there’s no excuse for what happened tonight.” 
 
On the team playing through adversity, even going back to last year with Ron Rivera’s cancer: “I wasn’t here for 
that last year. What they did last year with Ron’s cancer, then being 2-6 or 4-5 and going on to win the division, its huge. 
It just shows the character we have in the room. This year, it has fallen short with a lot of stuff going on too. It just brings 
us closer together and we just gotta grind through it.” 
 
On how they regroup mentally: “You have to have a short memory. You can’t let this linger into next week. Next week 
is a new game. You can’t change what just happened. So, yeah, short memory and then get out and play next week.” 
 
On the team’s focus this week: “The guys’ energy and focus was there all week. They just beat us. Beat us good.” 
 
 
DT Johnathan Allen 
 
On the fight on the sidelines: “When things are going bad like they are, things get heated. I think everybody saw what 
happened. I think the important thing is to move forward from it. Shit happens. Brothers fight.” 
 
On what are the next steps: “The next step is moving on. When something happens on the field, you never let it carry 
into the locker room. Things get heated. We fix them. We sit down as real men, and we move on.” 
 
On what the disagreement was about: “If you look at how the game went, emotions are hot. Things are hot. Things 
happen.” 
 
On the team dealing with a lot of issues off the field: “It does affect us. But as professionals, it’s our job to go out 
there and play good football. Which, for the last two weeks, it has been probably some of the worst football I’ve ever been 
a part of, including myself. We have no one to blame but ourselves. We just gotta to what we gotta do, starting in 



 
 
practice.” 
 
On the team performing as it did in front of a Sunday night football audience: “It’s unfortunate for sure. We are 
better than that. But as a man, I’m going to take full responsibility for my actions, and I plan on doing the same.” 
 
On whether the team was resilient in the second half: “Compared to the first, yes, but we are still nowhere near where 
we want to be. It was a pretty embarrassing performance for the second week.” 
 
 
TE John Bates 
 
On how the last week has been for the team with everything that has occurred off the field: “It has been a lot, but 
something I think every team is dealing with right now. We can’t think too much about that; we just have to focus on the 
game and focus with what we’ve got.” 
 
On whether that is hard: “It’s our job to show up every single day and to do our job to the best of our ability. So, we just 
have to keep that focus at the end.” 
 
On what it was like to score a touchdown: “It’s cool. First touchdown. But at the end of the day, we lost. I think that is 
the most important thing.” 
 
On his sense about why things just weren’t working right: “We just got down early, had a few turnovers. Second half, 
I think we came out and played a little bit better. We can’t shoot ourselves in the foot that early.” 
 
On the team’s effort in the second half: “We wanted to go out there in finish. That was our goal, regardless of what the 
score was at the time. We want to go out there and finish the best possible way.” 
 
On how the team mentally regroups to get through the next two weeks: “Just take away from this game and learn 
what we can do better, and then go into these last two weeks and finish everything that we do. I think that is kind of the 
focus right now.”  
 
 
DT Daron Payne 
 
On what happened on the sideline: Just a little disagreement. Maybe the wrong place, wrong time to have it.” 
 
On what they disagreed about: “It is between us.” 
 
On what happened afterward: “We started playing football.” 
 
On whether the two are okay now: “All good.” 
 
On how it boiled over between the two players who go back years: “You got brothers? Y’all fight, don’t you?” 
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