
 

 
 

Postgame Quotes 
Washington at Carolina – November 21, 2021 

 

WASHINGTON HEAD COACH RON RIVERA 
 
RE: Why the team has been able to overcome adversity and win the last two games: 
Well I think they are starting to play together. They are becoming resilient. They do the things that they 
need to. They rely on each other. The thing I am really pleased with is it is all starting up front on both 
sides of the ball. I think the offensive and defensive line is coming alive. Those guys are playing some 
very solid and sound football. Again, they are just doing the things they need to do to give us a chance.  
 
RE: What Taylor Heinicke has done to elevate the past two games: 
I think the biggest things he is doing is he is starting to see things. He is starting to see what he needs to 
see. He is throwing the windows he needs to throw. We are getting healthy up front. Now, we have got 
a couple of nicked guys. We got to get those guys back on the football field, but I think that is all a part 
of it as well.  
 
RE: What he saw out of Taylor and what he told him to prepare: 
Well yeah, the biggest thing we talked about more than anything else was just going out and doing our 
job. You know, the nice thing is we caught them before Cam really gets into their play book. I mean this 
is the time to play them. So, we were fortunate. I know they are going to get more efficient as they go 
along and as he gets more and more into that book. For Taylor, this was really about taking what was 
there. We were able to run the ball well. We were patient. Taylor was patient. A couple of times too 
patient. I think I'd like to see him throw it away instead if take the sack. He played a good football game. 
He really did.  
 
RE: What interactions he had with Cam Newton today: 
We had an opportunity to greet each other. You know I am a big fan. He is a heck of a competitor. You 
know the thing I was concerned with most was him and Christian McCaffrey and DJ Moore, and our guys 
were able to withstand the whole action that those three guys put together. And we were very 
fortunate.  
 
RE: What gave him the confidence to go for it on 4th and 6 before half-time: 
I really liked the way that Taylor was seeing certain things and Scot Turner had a play that he had a lot of 
confidence in and so we went with it. It is all based on where we were. I wanted to have the momentum 
going into the locker room as opposed to not. And then coming out and scoring right away really gave us 
an opportunity.  
 
 



RE: What he saw on Taylor scrambling for 4th and 4 and converting with a pass: 
Same thing. We were in a position where we had to keep the momentum. If we were going to punt it we 
would maybe gain I don’t know what 20 yards out of it? So, what the heck. The analytics say go for it 
and that is what we were talking about. I was talking on the headset about it. And again, some of the 
stuff we felt we could do, Scotty had a lot of confidence in. I always sit down and talk with him during 
the week and he talks about things he feels good about. One of the things we talked about is third down 
and fourth down situations and he was very confident in some of the calls we had.  
 
RE: His thoughts on how Taylor handled that play: 
Oh, yeah, that scared the hell out of me. You know, but that is him. He has got the ability. He sees 
things. He has got a very neat sense to him about certain plays like that.  
 
RE: Thoughts on Antonio Gibson's day: 
Well he got freaking horse collared around the neck and thrown out of bounds. But he bounced back 
and that is what you want. You want that resilience and he is a young man that is just going to get better 
and better the more he develops and grows. You know, wish he hadn't fumbled because it would have 
been a very good day for him. He had a good day though. He really did. And he is an exciting young man 
to watch.  
 
RE: If he thinks the resilience feels the same as last year: 
Yep. It really does. It really does. And it is them relying on one another. It is them not trying to make the 
big splash play. It is them staying where they are supposed to and doing their job. That is the thing that 
sometimes get a little carried away with themselves. They are good as a group. They really are and that 
is what we are seeing. We don't have our two edge guys right now and we are only going to get one of 
them back eventually. But, everybody does their jobs and really just keep competing together and pull 
together it gives us a chance.  
 
RE: Plays that stuck out as not being splash plays: 
That very last play spoke to itself. The coverage guys stayed where they were supposed to. They had 
vision on their receivers. They matched their guys. I thought it was a great call by Jack Del Rio. Because 
of that the quarterback had to pump the ball hold it and then try to step up through and just the rush 
guys were in their lanes. That again, I will tell the guys, the play doesn’t care who makes it. The plays are 
there to be made. And that is what they did.  
 
RE: Did he see opportunities against a strong Panthers rush defense: 
Well I thought there was some things talking with Scotty that we felt we could do. Really liked the things 
that he had mapped out as far as the offense was concerned.  
 
RE: Does he think they have established an offensive identity: 
Yep. Yes, I think we are getting a little bit of feel for our guys. We now have some play makers that have 
stepped up. Terry McLaurin continues to make plays for us and doing the big things and doing the dirty 
work. DeAndre Carter has found himself inside our offense. You got those guys like Adam Humphries 
that just keep coming every day. Cam Sims is another guy that he is healthy he is back out on the field 
making plays. The tight end group is really by committee right now and we will get those guys and we 
got a rookie and another rookie from Chile just going out there and doing their thing. So, it was kind of 
fun to watch those guys compete. I can’t say enough about the running backs as a group because I 
thought they all ran hard.  
 



 
RE: How he thought Wes Schweitzer held up as center: 
Let me tell you what. Wes, and I want to bring up Cornelius Lucas too, I mean those guys are warriors. 
They bounce around from left side to right side. Wes goes guard, center, guard. That is position flex I 
used to talk to you guys about all the time. And when you have guys like that you have depth. And when 
you have depth you can put guys in and they will come through for you. Like I said those two guys were 
warriors and they really came through in a big way for us. We got to get some guys healthy and get 
them back on the football field.  
 
RE: His feelings walking back out on to the field of Bank of America stadium: 
I felt good. I really did. It was fun. I know it would have been disappointing if it would have gone the 
other way, but it was fun. We are very fortunate to come out on top because they played a good 
football game and we played a good football game too and came out on top.  
 
RE: What it meant to get applause from Panthers fans: 
It was cool. Like I said all last week is how much I appreciated this city. This city has been very good to 
me and my family and Stephanie and I. My family pretty much has friends for life and I have been telling 
you this is a hell of a city. If you ever get time to spend here you will love it.  
 
RE: Thoughts on Taylor Heinicke’s play:  
I think escape-ability is important. Shoot I have lived it for nine seasons with Cam. And when you have a 
guy like Taylor that has that kind of ability to turn something into trouble. He can do those things and 
that helps. It extends the play. He keeps his eyes down field. He is trying to make plays. The thing you 
want to make sure he continues to understand is that he has to protect the ball. He has to take what is 
there in front of him and he has to protect himself as well.  
 
RE: What it means to Taylor to come back and play here: 
This is very important. To win games like this. These types of games. It is very important. To really 
manage the game and then make plays when you have to that is a big step.  
 
RE: Did he see anyone today that was pleasant to see: 
I think everybody I saw was good to see. I really mean that too. Like I said Stephanie and I had a great 
nine years here. Made a lot of good friends. Coming back and seeing everybody from the guys that used 
to do my security, to neighbors that were up in the stands. I know where they sit. They were wearing 
blue so I was a little bummed about that. 
 

WASHINGTON QUARTERBACK TAYLOR HEINICKE 
 
RE: Coming back to Carolina 
It was cool. I was only here for a year so it didn’t mean that much but there was a lot of players, staff 
and one of our general managers came from there. We knew it was big for them and it was kind of 
personal and to know that they were going to win with those last two kneels, that was nice.  
 
RE: The fourth down conversion on final drive of first half 
It was huge. We’ve been pretty good at the two-minute all year and it showed today. And then coming 
out and getting the ball in the second half and going down to score is huge. That’s a 14-point swing right 
there. It gave us a lot of confidence and the defense did a great job today as well.  



 
RE: The fourth down conversion late in the game 
Quite honestly, I forgot the play call right now. I just remember it breaking down and no one was open. I 
was just trying to make something happen. It’s one of those deals where you can’t go down or throw the 
ball away, you’ve got to have it. John Bates had maybe the play of the day by coming back and catching 
a difficult ball. He stepped up big today with Logan (Thomas) and Ricky (Seals-Jones) being out. He 
played a really good game today so kudos to him. 
 
RE: Staying poised when plays break down 
I don’t know. Those kinds of plays are just like backyard football. You just try to make something 
happen. You try to find a little opening or a little leverage on somebody and give a guy a shot. I 
remember doing that stuff as a kid out in the backyard at halftime of a Packer game so it’s just one of 
those deals. 
 
RE: The contested catch by Terry McLaurin in the first half 
The one down on the sideline in the first half was one of those no cadence deals. We kind of want to 
catch them off guard and so Tyler (Larsen) just comes up, very lackadaisical and just snaps the ball to get 
those guys off guard. I see Terry 1 on 1 and I’ve said it numerous times, when you see him 1 on 1, you 
give him a shot. It’s because of the catch he got today. He continues to make plays and you just want to 
keep giving him shots.  
 
RE: On the touchdown by McLaurin 
That play wasn’t really supposed to go to him. It was a bit of a decoy guy and it was supposed to go to 
the next guy. He crossed that safety space and he was open so I gave him a shot and again, he continues 
to make plays and I’m glad that he’s on our team.  
 
RE: Finding an offensive identity 
Possibly. I think last week was huge for us confidence-wise. Running the ball against those guys and you 
saw it again today too. Those guys up front are being really physical. Running backs are doing a good job 
and the receivers are getting open. We had some guys go down whether it’s at offensive line or receiver 
and they just continue to go out there and make plays. That’s a lot of credit to the coaches and those 
guys being ready. We just trust each other and we trust the play call and we just go out there and try to 
execute it. It’s been going well the last two weeks.  
 
RE: Finding a rhythm with offensive coordinator Scott Turner 
I have no leg to stand on when it comes to coaching but these last two games, we feel great about it. 
When he comes in on Wednesdays and he tells us the game plan, we’re all fired about it. The confidence 
in that room is huge. 
 
RE: On giving the game ball to Ron Rivera 
Someone gave me the ball after the game and I was going to give Ron the ball but Jonathan Allen beat 
me to it and rightfully so. John’s been here a while and again, we knew it was big for Ron and I’m really 
happy for him. 
 
RE: Being efficient the last two games 
It’s a culmination of a lot of things but me personally, I feel like I’ve played better by just going out there 
and having fun. Being myself and letting the personality come out and I think that rubs off on some of 
the guys. There’s guys out there fighting and all 11 of those guys on every play are doing the right thing.  



We just have to keep the ball rolling. We have a big one on Monday against Seattle and it’s going to be 
exciting. 
 
RE: If he had taken a snap from Wes Schweitzer before the game 
Briefly in practice. It was a little nerve-wrecking at the beginning. It hasn’t been consistent taking snaps 
from him every day or anything like that but he came in and did a great job. I think he did awesome.  
 
RE: If he had played a game with three different centers 
Nope. First time. 
 
RE: Comfort level running the offense  
I think it just has something to do with more game play. The more you play, the more comfortable you 
get out there and the more that you see things and the slower the game gets. I have to credit Coach 
Zampese and Coach Scott too. They really prepare me. There wasn’t a look out there that I didn’t see on 
film that they prepared for so kudos to those guys.  
 
RE: Seeing John Bates on the fourth down conversion 
Last second. I’m about to get blasted and I see him and I know I have to give him a shot and again he 
made a great play.  
 
RE: The difference in the last two wins as opposed to the last two losses 
I think the biggest difference in these last two games and those two games were just finishing in the red 
zone. I felt like if we finished in the red zone in Denver and in Green Bay, there might be different 
outcomes. We put a lot of emphasis on that the last two weeks and it’s showing up.  
 
RE: On changes made in the red zone 
There’s a couple of plays where we’re trying to get this guy a look. There’s times where you skip that 
first read and try to get him. These last two weeks, you have to go through the whole thing and be quick 
about it because there’s not that much field in the red zone and that’s something we’ve harped on and 
worked on in practice and it’s really showed up on the field.  
 
RE: Being able to be more durable 
My two trainers were here today. They came up from Atlanta this morning and it’s a lot of credit to 
them. I put on 15 pounds of muscle to take hits like that and to be able to play more than just one game. 
I kept my jersey to give to them and hopefully they appreciate that but it’s all credit to those two guys.  
 

WASHINGTON WIDE RECEIVER TERRY McLAURIN 
 
RE: The team’s turnaround 
I just think we have put two good weeks of practice together first and foremost. I feel like our o-line and 
our d-line are really establishing the line of scrimmage which is very important. I feel like we are 
sustaining drives offensively. Defense is creating turnovers and short field. You’re creating winning 
formula. It’s good to get this roll going, two in a row. I think the formula still needs to stay the same but 
continue to improve on the things that we need to improve on. We are looking forward to the challenge 
next week on Monday night and hopefully we can keep this thing going. 
 



RE: Taylor Heinicke’s recent performances 
You can tell he has a rhythm out there. He’s very comfortable with the guys out there. He’s comfortable 
with the play calling from Coach Turner. When things don’t necessarily look the greatest out there with 
looks, he does a great job of improvising and keeping plays alive. With that fourth down to John Bates, 
that was huge for us. Not too many quarterbacks are making that play to keep that play alive and keep 
that drive going. I think he’s doing a great job of running when he has to run. Making the throws when 
he needs to, running the offense. I think one thing that can’t be understated is the way he’s taking care 
of the football. I think that’s extremely important, especially if we want to keep this thing going down 
the stretch. 
 
RE: Ability to come down with contested catches 
Not a lot of people know, that was probably one of my glaring weaknesses in my game, especially in 
college. The coaching staff expressed that to me. I started attempting to improve on that day-in and 
day-out. It was just an insatiable thing that I had to create if I wanted to play at this level. This is my third 
year, one of my goals this year was to be a better contested-ball catcher. When you have those 
opportunities with the ball in the air and you can come down with them, it just gives a lot of energy and 
confidence to your quarterback, your offense and your team. I think it’s something I’m always constantly 
working on. I just try to put myself in a position to make those plays. Be aggressive with my hands, trust 
them and come down with the play. It’s exciting and I just hope I can continue to put the work in to 
make sure that it keeps continuing.  
 
RE: Being able to score right before the half 
It’s huge to be able to score before half and get that momentum going in. I felt like we did a good job of 
sustaining drives. A few of them we kind of stalled out. The first one out of the half I believe. To be able 
to score, tie up the game, and know you’re getting the ball in the second half, that’s huge for us. We 
want to be able to go into the half, make our adjustments, and come out firing. I think we did a good job 
of sustaining drives, picking up third downs and even fourth downs. For Coach Rivera to have that type 
of confidence in our offense and for us to convert that, that’s really huge. Then you have a mindset that 
it’s four-down territory. Hopefully we can continue to keep this going. I’m proud of the way, not just 
myself, but all the guys around me stepped up. It’s fun when you see other guys making plays, and the 
ball is flying around touching a lot of guys. That’s what we are going to need going forward for 
everybody to pitch in and hope to keep this thing going.  
 

WASHINGTON DEFENSIVE TACKLE DARON PAYNE  
 
RE: Can you tell us what happened on that last play  
When the game is on the line, it's put up or shut up. DT Daron Payne made a great rush, it was a great 
rush collectively and Payne and DE James Smith-Williams got there and made a big play for us, saved the 
day.  
 
RE: What has been different with this team since winning two in a row 
I think we're just playing complete games, we're finishing games, we're starting games off a little bit 
better even though we gave up a touchdown on the opening drive. We're just making the plays that 
were missing at the beginning of the season.  
 
 
 



RE: Is this starting to feel like last season 
I feel like it's very similar. I'm not a big fan of comparing seasons because so much can change between 
them but two wins in a row is huge. I think you can go as far and say it has saved our season thus far as 
we know but one game at a time. We've got a Monday night game coming up next week. We're excited, 
24-hour rule and we'll get better.  
 
RE: Do you feel the team coming together just like last year 
I would say so, I really think the difference between this and the second half of the season, in the 
beginning of the season is we're just not making stupid mistakes, we're not killing ourselves with 
penalties, we're not letting guys run wide open, we're not hurting ourselves and in football, you can't do 
that.  
 

WASHINGTON DEFENSIVE END JAMES SMITH-WILLIAMS 
 
RE: How did it feel to be out there in your home state 
It was amazing. It was amazing being back. I had a lot of friends and family here and the way we finished 
that game on defense, we can't ask for more.  
 
RE: Talk about the last play where you sacked QB Cam Newton 
Yeah, just rushing. Saw Cam step up and he's right there and the game is over. It's great feeling, it 
couldn't be any better.  
 
RE: How do you think the defensive line played overall  
I think we played really hard together. It was so much fun. We had a blast out there playing together.  
 
RE: How difficult was it to play against a quarterback like Newton 
Yeah, I think we got into a rhythm later. We got to trust everybody around you. That's kind of the 
biggest part to it is knowing, is my tackle going to be here so I can be here type of deal. We all got 
together at the end.  
 
RE: What was the communication like with the rest of the defensive line 
I always defer to them, they've been in the league for a long time. Whatever they say they want that's 
what I try to do.  
 
RE: Is this team different coming out of the bye week 
We're the same guys. I think we're just playing as hard as we possible can. I think we're starting to see 
results.  
 

WASHINGTON SAFETY KAMREN CURL   
 
RE: Talk about the 4th down stop on Christian McCaffrey  
We were in a man coverage. I had (McCaffrey) and he ran a little out route. I was just happy I made a 
play for my team. I'm just happy I made a play for my team.  
 
RE: Whether you knew right away that you stopped McCaffrey 
Oh, yeah. They started taking the ball back like didn't give us a signal or nothing yet, so I had to make 
sure like, I seen I stopped him.  



RE: Did you switch S Landon Collins on that play 
No, I was just following (McCaffrey), wherever he goes, I had to go. 
 
RE: Whether there are similarities between this season and last season 
No, I came to this just thinking no similarity. You always want to start out fast. But even when you start 
off slow, you want to pick it up. So, we can’t just dwell on the first half of the season, you just keep 
going. 
 
RE: Whether practice has changes 
I feel like there's probably more urgency. I just feel like we're all just clicking together more than we 
were in the first half of the season. 
 

WASHINGTON WIDE RECEIVER DeANDRE CARTER 
 
RE: The team’s turnaround 
Execution, that’s all. We are going out there and we are all playing together. We are playing strong in 
three phases. Just coming together and getting wins. That’s all. 
 
RE: Being in a starting role and making an impact 
It’s been a blessing. God blessed me with this opportunity, I’m trying to make the most of it. Going out 
there and just making it happen. Making plays.  
 
RE: Taylor Heinicke’s performance in the last couple of games 
Confidence. He’s going out there and has full grasp of the offense. Full grasp of every play that we’re 
trying to run. Trust the receivers, trusting the tight ends, running backs to make plays. He’s letting it rip. 
 
RE: Scoring drive right before half 
It was a big drive for us. We knew we had the ball coming out of the half. If we got points going in, that’s 
big for us. I had a fourth down conversion. Terry’s touchdown was big on that drive. Taylor was great on 
that drive. Great play calling by Coach Turner. We made it happen. Got a touchdown and got them 
before the half. 
 
RE: The offense starting to hit its stride 
Yes, definitely. You have a different gameplan going in week-to-week. We definitely know who we are as 
an offense now. I think you guys are starting to see it. Everyone’s starting to see it. We have to keep it 
rolling. 
 


