
 

 

Washington Head Coach Ron Rivera  
 

On the Hail Mary play at the end of the half:  

“They caught it. That’s the truth of the matter. We had enough guys around him and their guys got it and 

caught it. I thought we jumped. I thought we tried to get in and make the play.” 

 

On his overall feeling of where the team is at right now: 

“I think we lack a little bit of confidence right now. We had a little bit of confidence, we made some things 

happen, then we made a couple of mistakes and lost a little bit of confidence. We need to keep our 

confidence level up if we expect to give ourselves a chance to win football games.” 

 

On if he is frustrated with him team: 

“Yep, I’m very frustrated because we’ve got too many good football players to not be better than what we 

are right now. But your record tells everybody what you are, that’s what we are. We’re a 2-3 football team 

right now.” 

 

On where he specifically sees the team’s lack of confidence: 

“Sometimes just not making plays when we need to. That’s how I see it. Because we made plays and got 

things rolling, then we had something bad happen and we just have to handle that and deal with that a little 

bit better.” 

 

On going for it on 4th-and-10 instead of attempting to kick a field goal: 

“Crosswind across [K Dustin Hopkins] face. Back into it. Thought we had just as good a chance of going for 

it. We went for a 4th-and-18 and completed it, so why not?” 

 

On the performance of the defense: 

“Yep, I’m disappointed in that because those are the things that we’re capable of, but we have to go back. 

We’re going to look at some things as a coaching staff and make sure we put these guys in a position to have 

success. At the end of the day, we have to make sure we’re giving them every opportunity to succeed.” 

 

On how to fix some of the issues with the defense: 

“All you can do in these situations is keep working hard. That’s the truth of the matter. Work hard, things 

don’t change and we work hard but we make mistakes too. So we’re learning, we’re growing and we’re just 

going to keep plugging away, fellas. That’s all we can do. That’s all I can sit here and tell you. We’ll look at 

the tape, look at what we do, look at the players that are doing it and we’ll go from there.” 

 

On if he expected the Hail Mary or if he thought they were trying to get closer for a field goal: 

“We were thinking we had to defend the chunk for the field goal, trying to throw some quick on the out, and 

at the same time, we’re looking for that little play where they had [RB Alvin] Kamara in the backfield. They 

dump it to him underneath and we have guys deep already. That’s all different parts of strategies, okay? I 

mean, there are certain things that you try to do, and with 6 seconds left, they have a chance for a quick out 

and get a little bit closer to kick the field goal.” 

 

On if he could feel the team lose confidence following the touchdown at the end of the first half: 

“Yeah, you try and get them going again. That’s tough. Sometimes bad things happen and we have to handle 

those better.”  



 

 

 

On what his team needs to do to improve: 

“We can’t. We have to protect the ball a little bit better. We have to make better decisions. On the defensive 

side, we just have to keep going. That’s the truth of the matter. In this game, you have to be resilient, you 

have to keep fighting, you have to keep handling things. Things go bad, you have to step up and make a play 

and you have to bow your neck, and we didn’t do that.” 

 

On QB Taylor Heinicke: 

“I thought [QB] Taylor [Heinicke] had his moments. I thought he did. He made some plays, gave us some 

opportunities a couple of times. I think he tried to force it and that’s hard because he’s trying to make plays.” 

 

On where the team is at this point in the season: 

“No, it’s not a little further away. I still feel good about those guys in the room. I’m not going to go quit on 

those guys. I mean, they’re who we have. So at the end of the day, we’ve just got to keep working, keep 

coaching. We have to keep going forward. That’s all we can do. Different things pop up at different times. 

That’s the hard part. We have to make sure we get those things corrected.” 

 

On WR Curtis Samuel’s groin injury: 

“No, I think that was a little accumulation. Last week, we had to play him a little bit more because we had 

two injuries at the wide receiver position. We didn’t want to play him that much, so we really tried to kind of 

ease him back into it and it didn’t stay loose. We’re just trying to be smart. We’d rather have the guy for the 

rest of the season and not spotty so we’re just going to be careful. He felt pretty good. He had a couple of 

good days this past week and we thought we could get by. We’re trying to manage his reps this time. We 

activated [WR] Antonio Gandy-Golden to help and just in case something else happened. It just never really 

got as loose as we would’ve liked it.” 

 

On Defensive Coordinator Jack Del Rio’s play calling: 

“Well, when you watch the tape, you just have to see if we’re where we’re supposed to be. What I’m going 

to do and what I decide, that’s stuff I have to work out. But right now, we’re doing what we can do best and 

that’s coaching as best as we can. That’s practicing the best as we can.” 

 

On what happened during the Saints’ first deep touchdown pass: 

“We let a guy get behind us. Can’t do that.” 

 

On if these mistakes are things they’ve practiced: 

“These are things that we work on, okay? We’re not going to let things go so we’re obviously working on 

them, trying to get them better, but things are going to happen. It’s happened. This game is played by human 

beings.” 

 

On QB Taylor Heinicke’s confidence: 

“Oh, his confidence is sky-high. He’s trying to make plays out there. He thinks he can do a lot and he tries to 

do a lot and I take my hat off to him because this is a guy that fights and does everything he needs to do to 

give us a chance.” 

 

On defending chunk plays: 

“We just miss opportunities to make plays.” 

 

On the Saints last touchdown: 

“I saw a rub route. They took the two outside guys and turned them in to pick the third route, so the guy got 

rubbed and had to come over the top. That’s really what it was.” 

 



 

 

On having more conventional defensive line play: 

“It’s got a little bit to do with personnel, little bit to do with trying to scheme some certain things.” 

 

On breast cancer awareness: 

“Well, the breast cancer awareness, you guys know how I feel about all of it. I think that’s amazing. I really 

do, and I really appreciate the fact that Mrs. Snyder was one of the driving forces in breast cancer awareness. 

I think that’s amazing.” 

 

On TE Sammis Reyes making his regular season debut: 

“As far as [TE] Sammis [Reyes] is concerned, he got some opportunities. It’s one of those things where 

you’d like to see him get a few more, but I do think with what he did and with what [TE] Ricky [Seals-Jones] 

has been doing, it’s been good to see. [TE] John [Bates] did his job and did some good things as well. 

Sammis will just have to continue to work and he may get a few more opportunities, but it is kind of neat to 

see a guy who’s worked very hard like Sammis to get his opportunity on the football field.” 

 

On the Saints 72-yard touchdown: 

“We’re supposed to have a man deep.” 

 

QB Taylor Heinicke 
 

On settling for field goals: 

“The defense did a great job early giving us the ball down there and we just couldn’t execute. Those were 

good because we didn’t turn the ball over and we got points on the board. We do want to score touchdowns 

down there. We have done a good job this year of scoring touchdowns in the redzone, but today we fell 

short.” 

 

On if the team still feels like they have a chance to compete: 

“Absolutely. It’s week 5 and we have 12 more games to go. Yes, it sucks that we are losing and we are all 

going to be upset tonight, but we will come in, in the morning and get ready for Kansas City. Like I said, it’s 

a long season.” 

 

On the wide receiver rotation: 

“You know what, I feel like we didn’t skip a beat. DeAndre [Carter] came in huge, Dax [Milne] came in, 

Ricky [Seals-Jones] made some big plays today. They came and showed out today and it was good to see. I 

am sure their confidence is building, and we might get [Cam Sims] back this week. Those guys did a great 

job of preparing this week and practicing hard and we will have confidence in them to get the job done.” 

 

On his chemistry with the wide receivers: 

“I credit it to them. They were not scared of the opportunity. They came in and they were ready for it and 

took it on full steam. It was cool to see those guys come into that situation and do what they did.” 

 

On starting drives on the one-yard line: 

“I mean it is tough. Their punter had a good game. When you start inside of your own five-yard line two or 

three times, it’s tough but you cannot blame it on anyone. Their punter did a great job. Having to drive the 

ball 98 yards is tough, but there is no excuse to not get first downs.” 

 

On if there is a lack of confidence in the locker room: 

“I don’t see that. Me as a player and as the quarterback, it is my job to keep these players going. Stuff is 

going to happen, might get a fumble or a penalty and get behind the sticks. You’re not going to be perfect, 

but you must keep going. It is a part of the game and I thought we did a pretty good job with that today. It 

was just a few mistakes here and there.” 



 

 

 

On WR Terry McLaurin today: 

“There were a couple bad balls in there and we tried to get a three by one with him over there. They brought 

down [S] Malcolm Jenkins to double him, so they did a good job of knowing that we were trying to get him 

the ball. That is when Ricky [Seals-Jones] and other guys stepped up. It is just one of those weeks where we 

didn’t connect that well.” 

 

On if he’s starting to get into a rhythm at the starter: 

“Yes, I am starting to get more comfortable with it. There is always room to improve. Tomorrow we will 

look at the tape and see what we can improve on and go from there.” 

 

DT Matt Ioannidis  
 

On the overall performance of the defense:  

“I think we’ll know more when we get back to the film room. That’s a tough loss. Definitely a game where 

the vets need to step up and do better for sure. So, I’ll look internally and say, “where do we go from here”? 

 

On the costly defensive mistakes over their recent games:  

“Yeah it’s frustrating. I can’t speak on the entire defense because there is a whole lot of stuff going on in the 

backend which I just don’t understand, you know coverage wise, so I can really only speak from my point of 

view. You know it’s frustrating, we need to rush better, we need to be more stout in the run game. The great 

thing about this league is there’s another opportunity next week and this is certainly going to sting a little 

bit.” 

 

On the confidence of the team wavering after the defense gives up a big play:  

“There can be deflating moments in a game. I don’t know what one specifically [Head Coach Ron Rivera] 

was talking about. I know it happens, it’s human nature, but when we try to rally around one another and 

take the field and stop the momentum, you know.” 

 

S Landon Collins 
 

On what happened on the touchdown pass to WR/RS Deonte Harris: 

“It was a disguise. They just quick snapped it, so they caused a situation where they had the advantage. That 

was really it.” 

 

On making improvements:  

“We just gotta keep our heads up. We just gotta keep holding each other accountable, understand each other 

and what’s going on in each other’s head. Gotta go into next week and stay focused. Keep doing our 

assignments and trusting one another, trusting our goal, trusting our vets, trusting our coaching staff. If we do 

that, we’ll be fine.” 

 

On if he could’ve handled his assignment better on the Harris touchdown play: 

“On that play, yes because they quick snapped us after that play about four more times, five more times and 

we were prepared for it. We knew what they were going to do, we knew what they wanted to do. When they 

did do it the next following series, they didn’t get the play that they wanted to get off.” 

 

C Chase Roullier 
 

On the Saints Hail Mary: 



 

 

“Big plays like that, they swing the momentum a lot. Going into the locker room, we were really pushing to 

get up. We were trying to get everyone’s mood back up and really get the momentum back going our way. 

We had the ball going into the second half, so we were ready to go for that.” 

 

On if there is ever a “here we go again” feeling: 

“We never think that. We have confidence in our defense regardless of what’s happening out there. There’s a 

lot of good guys on that defense. We know they’re going to make a lot of plays and they’re going to get 

stops.” 

 

On the team morale: 

“After any loss it’s tough. There’s a lot of football left in the season, so there’s still a lot of hope in this team. 

We know how much better we can be, and we need to live up to that potential and live up to what we know 

we can.” 

 

RB Antonio Gibson 
 

On the injuries on the offense: 

“Next man up. We hate to see it, but that’s just how football goes. It’s just how sports goes. It’s always the 

next man up.” 

 

On the offensive line play this season: 

“I feel like we have depth. Those guys always get a good push, making holes. Running backs just gotta see 

it, hit it. I feel like we’ve been doing that, but I could always do better. Just trusting them and they trust us.” 

 

On red zone struggles: 

“Just gotta execute.” 

 

On his mindset going into next week: 

“On to the next game. This one is over with. Go back to the drawing board, put the work in at practice, come 

out next week and fight for that dub.” 

 

CB William Jackson III 
 

On how he thinks the team is performing five weeks into the season: 

“I feel like we played better. I’m not gonna say we played worse but obviously there’s things we gotta work 

through and that we gotta get fixed.”  

 

On the communication among the defense: 

“It would be just a quick snap. We couldn’t even communicate because they snapped the ball so fast. I mean 

I feel like we did good on communication today. We just gave up one play because of communication. It was 

a quick snap and they called the right play at the right time.” 

 

On his hit on Saints QB Taysom Hill: 

“I was going for the ball. It was clear that I was going for the ball.” 

 

On what happened on the Hail Mary play to end the first half: 

“We were just tryna make a play and wasn’t expecting them to go Hail Mary right there. A regular football 

team will try to get a couple yards and try to kick a field goal, but they called the right play at the right time.” 

 

 



 

 

DT Daron Payne  
 

On the defensive struggles: 

“We just need to keep playing hard and playing assignment football. Stick to your assignment and what is 

asked of you.” 

 

On the defense’s progress: 

“Every game we are just trying to get better. Next game we are going to try to be better than we were this 

game.” 

 

On comparing this season to last season:  

“It a new year and you can’t go off last year. We can only play up to our potential for this year.” 

 



 

 

New Orleans Saints Head Coach Sean Payton 
 

On his initial remarks: 

“It was a hard-fought win. We had a couple things happen early on. I’m not even talking about plays. But 

players get hurt that changed a little bit with the flow of the game, and I thought our other guys responded 

well. Any questions?” 

 

On his assessment of QB Jameis Winston: 

“We’ll look at the film. Got a win, thought he made some big plays for us, but no grades today right now. 

We’ll take a peak at all the snaps. There are some plays we got to work on – the fumble in the pocket – there 

are a few of those plays that I’m sure he’s mindful of. But we’ll get a chance to clean up and correct.” 

 

On the increase in pass attempts in this matchup: 

“I don’t know if you were watching much, but they were playing a lot of five defensive linemen fronts, 

which is unusual. So, there are a handful of runs but it becomes problematic. There’s a lot of single safety, 

five-man rush. You know, similar from what we saw from the Bears in Chicago last year. We knew we 

would have to get to some ball-out throws, but also some high percentage throws. So, we carried a number of 

what we call “five rush beaters.” But we knew it would be a way for them to try to minimalize our rushing.”  

 

On the back-to-back QB sneaks on the final drive: 

“I hated the spot on the first one. I’m sitting right there with the official. We got to get four, five, or six 

inches. You know, I think we were able to do it.” 

 

On P Blake Gillikin: 

“He was outstanding. He was outstanding. Outstanding. Just got a game ball. One of the things we felt like in 

the first half, not so much the ball, the second half we played a lot of football on their end of the field. And 

generally speaking, I talk about that all the time, but what happens is when a mistake is made, it’s 

compounded, and that happened in the second half. But he was outstanding.” 

 

On their time of possession: 

“It was an unusual game. The two halves were entirely different. We were fortunate to overcome the 

turnovers. I thought we were able to do some really good things on both sides of the ball. I thought the punter 

was significant though.” 

 

On how important the victory was: 

“They are all important. Seeing our identity is that we’re moving forward in this season. We have a bye now, 

it is what it is. Hopefully, we can get some guys back. But, it seems like we have played a lot of games on 

the road because we have. So, it will be nice to get back and get into our schedule. Guys will have time to 

away.” 

 

On the successful Hail Mary attempt: 

“I would say it was significant. Let me give you a story. So, none of you were here, maybe a few of you. 

What’s Jennifer Nettles in, what band? They hadn’t made their way yet; we’re playing in Atlanta. End of the 

half, [Former Saints WR] Terrance Copper comes down with the play. Sugarland. So, back then Sugarland 

was just getting a regular season halftime song. You follow me? That was in the old Atlanta stadium. Just a 

halftime song. Just a Sunday game. Years later, she said, ‘You want to talk about a tough crowd. Now, when 

you come out after someone completes a Hail Mary against your team and then: ‘Please Welcome, 

Sugarland.’’ So, I thought about that if there was any halftime entertainment, that’s a tough spot to be in. 

But, a good play, good throw. Part of a Hail Mary is giving ourselves a chance. We did it. Our landmarks 

were good. [WR] Marquez [Callaway] found it. Listen, those things come up. We practice them. I think that 



 

 

was pretty significant. Obviously, when you have something like that happen to you it changes the 

momentum.” 

 

On what he told Jameis after initial turnovers: 

“We didn’t have any ‘Kumbaya’ moment. We’re going. The clock’s going. There’s no sit down. Let’s go. 

There’s no time for all of that.” 

 

On his mindset on final drive before first half: 

“I was trying to get two Hail Mary’s if possible. So, I was thinking Hail Mary.” 

 

On the route design for Marquez Callaway’s second touchdown: 

“Man-to-man. It’s a man-to-man beater. Bump and run. It was on our third down list. So, it’s a man-to-man 

third down beater. You hope for man. If it’s not, it’s zone, it’s going to go over to [RB] Alvin [Kamara] on 

his halfback choice if you look where he’s at with the tight end. So, it’s kind of a ‘tell-receiver’ set. When all 

three corners come over, you know you got man. Yeah, it’s a man beater.” 

 

On adjustments after losing key players to injury: 

“Quite a bit. That was important because you’re going through your offense. That’s why it’s important to 

learn the Y and F position as you play it, or the Z as you play it.”  

 

On the status of [QB] Taysom Hill: 

“As far as I know. We’ll get an update here closer. I know they were taking him to get evaluations. Like I 

said, I’ll let you know. We’ll keep you posted.” 

 

QB Jameis Winston 
 

On if he got the ball to the spot that he wanted to on the Hail Mary: 

“Oh yeah, that was the spot that we practiced on. Callaway made an amazing play, but on plays like that all 

the glory – period – all the glory belongs to God, period. Man, that was awesome to get some momentum to 

head into the half.”  

 

On if he doesn’t intend the Hail Mary for a receiver, but for a spot:  

“Yes, we just throw it to a spot, and [WR Marquez Callaway] wanted it and he went and got it.”  

 

On if he had completed a Hail Mary play before:  

“I have.” 

 

On the goal for a Hail Mary throw:  

“Yes, just throw it high and make sure it’s four yards deep in the endzone and give the guys a chance.” 

 

On how it felt to win after loss to Giants:  

“Oh, it was great. It was great, man. Shoutout to [P] Blake Gillikin -- what a performance he put on today. 

He really helped us win the field position battle with his greatness in the kicking game. That really helped us 

out a lot. Given that those guys had to have some long drives, the defense held up great. We finished and that 

was a very positive thing that we did. We finished and it felt great.”  

 

On what went through his mind prior to running the Hail Mary play:  

“Give your guy a chance, that’s the big thing. Give your guy a chance and that’s it.”  

 

On if he had to elude a couple of players in the rush on the Hail Mary play:  



 

 

“Yes sir, but that offensive line is going to block until the cows come home. I’m very grateful for those guys, 

but they allowed me to get it up in the air and [Mar]Quez [Callaway] wanted it, and he went and got it.”  

 

RB Alvin Kamara 
 

On getting a win before bye week: 

“Every week we want to get a win. It’s important, but I mean, definitely going into a bye week it’s important 

just so we’re not lingering on a loss. It felt good, came out, feel like we executed. A little sloppy in the 

beginning but picked it up.”  

  

On the Hail Mary at the end of the first half: 

“We practice it. We literally practice that at the end of practice. From landmarks to where Jameis [Winston] 

is throwing it, every single detail of that, so I wasn’t really surprised when Marquez [Callaway] caught it. I 

was like oh s—t, halftime. But it almost goes unnoticed how much we practice it and practice it and practice 

it so how many times it come up in year. It’s not like an every game thing so when you’re able to get that off 

it’s like a walk off home run. It’s deflating.” 

 

On if that was where QB Jameis Winston was supposed to throw the Hail Mary: 

“Yep, the sidewalk. I mean if you were to ask Sean [Head Coach Sean Payton] to break it down, he would 

have said right on the sidewalk – turn around and don’t turn until you get about 10 yards. Marquez found it 

and caught it.” 

 

WR Marquez Callaway 
 

On catching the Hail Mary at the end of the first half:  

“Well, in practice we just run down there and then we look as soon as we get there and then [Head Coach] 

Sean [Payton] was yelling at us, talking about how when you run a Hail Mary you’ve got to look while 

you’re running to track it because we were going to have better position and that’s what happened. Just 

tracking the ball and attacking it.”  

  

On when he realized that the Hail Mary throw was intended for him: 

“When I realized it I was down there. I got there before our guys got there, so that’s when I just figured, but 

running down there by the time I looked back, the ball was in the air and after seeing everybody and where 

they were it was clear. I was the first one down there to jump and everyone else just plays off you.”  

 

On what he saw on that touchdown pass at the beginning of the play:  

“Lining up, when we get to the sideline and talked about it, they got pressed just as I got pressed so they had 

to maneuver around and go through. I just went inside and just ran so when I got down there, I realized I got 

there first. I just figured I’m the back-side guy, so I’m supposed to get the tipped balls.” 

 

CB Marshon Lattimore 
 

On the defense bouncing back from their loss last week:  

“We know what we gotta do out here. We couldn’t just make the same mistakes we made last week. Making 

errors when we know we shouldn’t make them, that’s it. Other than that, we knew what we could do”  

 

On Washington being in the six times but only getting two touchdowns: 

“Three not seven. That’s the goal, getting three not seven. That’s good on our part.”  

 

On matching up against Washington WR Terry McLaurin: 



 

 

“Oh definitely, I wanted Terry. I wanted to go against him. He’s one of the best in the league. You know, 

he’s my brother from Ohio State so it’s all love at the end of the day. We’re just out there being 

competitive.” 

 

P Blake Gillikin 
 

On what it meant to get a game ball after the victory: 

“It meant a lot. I try to show up every week and do my job for the team. I’d love to not punt at all, because 

that means we’re doing well. But to have that kind of game and also get a win is great.” 

 

On if there was any luck involved in the 60-yard punt that rolled out of bounds at the one yard line:  

“It’s a good point, people think that we control the bounce and all that stuff but at the end of the day we use 

our foot. We’re kind of out of control, because the wind can affect it and all that kind of stuff, so usually 

when you hit a spiral punt and it turns over, it bounces to the right. Thankfully it did that time.” 

 

On how often he practices spiral punts: 

“Every Wednesday at practice we work the entire field so I’m working on all kinds of punts. You guys saw 

me during training camp doing that, and we do the same thing every single week, so have I practice at it. I do 

it in warmups every single game, so, it’s kind of second nature now.” 

 

 


