
 

 

Washington Head Coach Ron Rivera  
 

 

On where he thinks the team is at: 

“Improve incrementally last few weeks and this is a little bit of a culmination of it. You're getting an 

opportunity to play against the defending champs and have them play the way they did, play the emotional 

inspired type of game they did, speaks a little bit about to what we're learning and developing and growing. 

It's still a process. We're not where we want to be, but very, very pleased with the guys. They came out and 

gave the kind of effort that they need to give. You play a team of this caliber and you play like you did, it 

just shows what you're capable of.” 

 

On DE Chase Young and TE Ricky Seals-Jones:  

“We know it's a knee, there's some concern. We’ll have him evaluated tomorrow, potentially an ACL but 

we're not sure yet. Once we get the evaluation, we'll know for sure. Then Ricky, reaggravated that hip that he 

had a few weeks ago. So, he'll be re-evaluating in the morning as well.” 

 

On Chase Young coming out on crutches:   

“I had an opportunity to talk to him a little bit. I've been kind of caught up with the game and he was down a 

little bit. Being out there, being around his teammates, I think kind of helps.” 

 

On what allowed the team to execute at a high level:  

“Well, I think the biggest thing is really having the week off, get an opportunity to evaluate and really talk to 

them about the things that we believe we're capable of and then seeing them go through and really execute 

the way that we believe they can. That's the biggest thing is if we go out and do those things and play a more 

mature style of football where things that they have to do or what they want to do. That's probably the 

biggest thing we've got to get across to them.” 

 

On the last drive:   

“I'll tell you maybe one or two, but that was really solid. I thought the play calling mixing it up. One thing 

that Scotty [Offensive Coordinator Scott Turner] did, he stuck with the run. They’re stout, we know that 

upfront, but we stuck with it. We made them honor that and we were able to continue to keep our balance in 

terms of how we wanted to attack them running and throwing the football. So that was good to see.” 

 

On the defensive performance:   

“I think one of the things that I really appreciated was the way our underneath coverage was. We know that 

they do a great job with their short passing game. One thing is we wanted our guys to do was make sure 

they're set and ready to break so that they could interact with the receivers, get into the throwing lanes, be 

physical. If they caught the ball, we try to limit the yards after catch. I think our guys were able to do that.” 

 

On the commitment to the run:   

“I think that was really what Scotty was talking about in terms of wanting to be able to keep the rhythm of 

the game, keep the flow of the game in our favor. Keeping the clock running helps us defensively as well. I 

just thought that the way he mixed it up, the way he called the plays really gave us that opportunity.”  

 

On DE Jonathan Allen:   

“Well, I think one thing is you see the leadership of that group, really just stepping up. I can't say enough 



 

 

about the way the tackles have played this year as a group, too. I mean, you look at what Daron [Payne] has 

given us and what Matt [Ioannidis] has given us and Timmy [Settle]. Those guys have really been stout up 

front and it really helped us this year. As we continue to work this group and develop the outside edges, I 

think we're going to be on.” 

 

On what he’s most proud of with the team right now:   

“I think their resilience. We had a couple bad things happen on offense and the defense rose up. And then we 

had a couple bad things having a defense and the offense rose up. To see them be resilient during a time like 

this, that was good. That was good for them. It was very good for them. They earned it, they deserve it.”  

 

On how the team responded today:  

“I like the idea of early on, even though we didn't convert, we got points. That keeps the momentum going, 

and I think that's important because we had the momentum and we were able to ride it. They answered, but 

we were able to do something to help offset that. That’s the resilience part that was really good to see.” 

 

On the two fourth down calls: 

“No. The fourth and three really after kicking two field goals, I just thought with the way things felt, just it 

was time to do it. And Scotty was very confident in the call. The fourth and one, we took the time out and we 

talked about it real quick as a group. Again, the confidence in which the play came up, that's what we were 

looking for.” 

 

On the defensive end play today:  

“Well, we drafted Shaka [Toney] from Penn State and he's a solid young man who's just learning, growing 

and getting better every opportunity he gets and he needs some more. Bunmi [Rotimi] got an opportunity 

coming off the edge. James Smith-Williams doing some of the things that he did. Casey Toohill, I don't 

know if you noticed, we used Casey in a couple of ways. We used him as a dropper. We used him as a 

rusher. Just a little bit of variety. Again, one thing I was really pleased with was the inspired play of the 

secondary, some really good things. I love the way Kam [Curl] came downhill and played. I love Bobby’s 

[McCain] awareness and alertness out there kind of patrolling the middles for us. It kinda came together. 

Again, if we can continue to build off of this, I think we put ourselves in a pretty good position.”  

 

On Chase Young’s halftime speech:  

“He was with the defensive guys when he talked. I didn't get a chance to hear it because I was in the middle 

of something else.” 

 

On weighing the fourth down call at the end of the game:  

“Well, that's true. But also at the end of the day, if they get seven, we’re tied and then we go into overtime. 

Why not try and win it right there? Also part of the thinking too is if not, they got to go 99 to score a 

touchdown. At that point with the way we were playing, I felt pretty inspired by our guys.”  

 

On QB Taylor Heinicke’s performance:   

“That's what we know he's capable of. In spite of the fact that we didn't have all of the weapons we wanted 

out there because we'd love to get Logan [Thomas] back, eventually Ricky [Seals-Jones] went down. He 

really showed what he's capable of and you feel really good about that. Again, we got to grow on it, we got 

to sustain the success and that's probably the biggest thing is it was a little, a little continuity in what we're 

doing.” 

 

On if they secondary turned a corner today:   

“Well, I felt good about what we did the last few weeks going into the bye. In spite of the fact that we didn't 

win those football games, I just felt our guys were getting more and more comfortable with it. I really do 

think Bobby McCain has gotten much more comfortable with what we're doing now. That was really good to 



 

 

see. Kendall Fuller, I thought he was playing really good. Getting Will Jackson back, he went through this 

bye week and came into practice and really looked good. I mean, physically, he looked good. He looked 

healthy, he had a lot of confidence and the way he was practicing. So it was good to see.”  

 

On the communication in the secondary:   

“Yeah. And again, it's just learning each other and being around each other. I think that helps one another, in 

terms of having the feel, knowing that my help is over here and we're talking, communicating. That type of 

stuff.”  

 

On if playing more games together is helping the communication:   

“Well, I think that's a big part of it is it's going to take time. I know I said it, we have to mature. We have to 

learn each other, we have to work together, we've got to understand exactly what we're doing. And I think 

over time, that's really what's coming to fruition. We still got a ways to go. We're not where we want to be, 

but this is a huge step for us in the right direction.”  

 

On the linebacker communication:   

“Yeah, when you see the communications when something happens with motion or a shift, we got a couple 

of man coverage calls and Jamin [Davis] had a banjo call, well switch call with each other. You could see 

them communicating. So instead of getting put in a bad position, that’s really it's basic stuff for groups that 

have been together. But when you're starting to work together and learn each other, that stuff that you need to 

get more comfortable using.”  

 

On S Kam Curl: 

“I think Kam’s very important of what we do and I liked what we're doing in the way we're using our three 

safeties. I think with Bobby basically playing center field, Kam coming up and playing in the box on one 

side and Landon [Collins] playing in the box on the other side, I think we found something there with those 

guys and going forward. I think it could be really good for us.”  

 

On going for it on fourth down twice:   

“I was talking with the coaches and like I said, Scotty was very clear cut as to what he wanted to do and he 

called the plays with a lot of confidence.  

 

On how much this win means:  

“Well, I think first of all getting off the schneid is a big deal. Okay. Now, we have a chance to build on 

something. It gives us confidence going forward. I think the thing that we also need to take a real good look 

at is now, we're going to play some more younger guys. Now we're going to have to really step up and do the 

things we need to in terms of growth and development, the extra stuff these guys are going to have to learn to 

do on their own. And that'll be up to us coaches and make sure we're sharing that with these guys that: ‘hey, 

you young guys, you're going to play somewhere. You got to really study your guy. You got to understand 

who you're playing against. You’ve got to understand how everything they do, affects what we do.’” 

 

On K Joey Slye:  

“I was very fortunate to have had Joey in Carolina and he did a pretty good job for us. A few weeks ago, he 

wasn't available. When he became available, it was somebody that I know. I know he's got a strong leg, he's 

done it. He's done it for us when I was in Carolina and just felt pretty comfortable about making the switch 

and bringing him in here.” 

 

QB Taylor Heinicke 
 

On his injury during the game: 



 

 

“Yeah, I’m fine. Beginning of the second half, I took a sack in motion into [LB] Devin White and facemask 

hit me on the hand, and I started bleeding a little bit. Just being precautionary.” 

 

On his thoughts on the game: 

“I think it was great overall. I think everybody in all aspects of the game. Defense played great, forced a 

couple turnovers, got some short fields. Finish in the red zone a couple times. No turnovers other than that 

fumble at the end. For our offense to have the ball there with 10 minutes left, up by 4 and to go 19 plays and 

go down there and end like that, it’s huge for us. Especially with how it’s been going the last four weeks. So 

it’s definitely something to build off of. It’s a good defense and it’s something to definitely build off of.” 

 

On the final drive: 

“Yeah, it was huge. We get to kind of rewind and [WR] Dax [Milne] had that fumble in the series prior. 

When that happens and they go down and score a touchdown quickly thereafter, it can kind of get down on 

the offense sometimes, and I thought we did a great job of getting in the huddle and saying: ‘hey this is our 

game to lose. We’re still up by 4. Let’s go end it right now.’ Everyone had a part. The offensive line did 

great. [WR] Terry [McLaurin] had a couple huge catches there on third downs, same thing with [WR Dyami 

Brown]. So everyone took part in this game. It was really nice to see.” 

 

On beating Tampa Bay after losing to them last year: 

“Yeah, a win against anybody is nice, let alone against Tampa Bay and the champs. So again, it’s a big win 

for us. It’s something to build off of and the confidence going into these next few weeks will be huge.” 

 

On playing well against Tom Brady: 

“I don’t know. These are the games you dream of as a kid. It was the moment I was, I’m about to get 

emotional here. It’s a moment I’ve dreamt of last year when I wasn’t playing. I told myself that if I get 

another chance to play, I’m going to get out there and do something great. And it’s these games that you 

want. It means a lot to me and I know it means a lot to those guys to get a win like that against a team like 

that. And again, like I’ve said before, it’s something to build off of and carry you through the next week or 

two.” 

 

On what moments stands out during games like this: 

“I don’t know. I just told myself today when I was driving in, ‘go out there and have fun. Give it all out 

there.’ This time last year, I didn’t know if I was going to play again. When I dreamt of suiting up every 

morning for practice last year, I would rather be doing nothing other than playing football. So for me to go 

out there and do that today, it’s a lot of fun. It’s a dream come true and it’s something you just want to keep 

doing.” 

 

On playing against a team he’s played before: 

“I think so. We played them this year in January, and they pretty much have the same people out there. 

Watching them throughout this year on film and they run a lot of the same stuff as last year, so we felt 

comfortable. Our guys knew what they were getting into. We knew what we had to do then and getting 

everyone stepped up.” 

 

On if they played against him differently compared to last season: 

“Maybe. Go back and watch film, I’ll definitely see. There in the first half, it didn’t really seem like they 

were blitzing a lot. It seemed like they were trying to keep me in the pocket and trying to dump the ball 

down. So again, that goes to the coaches. They saw it upstairs and they were telling me ‘Hey, just take those 

little completions and we’ll score points.’ So again, last year they were blitzing me almost every play. 

Second half, they turned the blitz up. Kind of caught us off guard there a little bit but our guys were out there 

playing well.” 

 



 

 

On if he had a conversation with Tom Brady after the game and what he said: 

“Yeah, it’s cool. It’s something you dream about. Those are the moments you dream about as a kid and you 

want to be in. We had a very short conversation and he told me ‘Great game. Keep going.’ and that was 

about it. But anytime you get a chance to talk to the GOAT, it’s pretty cool.” 

 

On what went through his mind as he saw WR Terry McLaurin make that catch: 

“We called a pretty basic play. Just give Terry a slant and we had a feeling they were going to run cover 0. 

They were blitzing everybody and whenever you have a 1-on-1 with Terry, you take it. He’s a great player. 

He had a great catch. He got blasted there. I thought he was a little woozy, but for dramatic effect, he got up 

and started banging his chest and the crowd loved that. So again, he’s a great player, he’s a great person, he’s 

done a great job for us.” 

 

On the same pass, if he sees the safety and knows the window is small for that pass: 

“Yeah, so there’s a one high safety there and so I’m sure he’s just reading my eyes, but he’s low because it’s 

number 0. He knows that he has probably 4 yards, so I knew I just had to stick it on him and try to protect 

[WR Terry McLaurin]. But again, he made a great play and held on to the ball.” 

 

On if he knew they were going for it on the fourth and one before he went to the sideline: 

“I was wondering what they were going to decide to do, and after the game, I was thinking about it and why 

they did that. You kick a field goal there, we’re up by 7. They have a chance to go down. We go for it, we 

get a touchdown, we win. If we don’t get it, they have 30 seconds to go 99 yards and score a touchdown, so I 

think that’s where it was. That’s tough for them if we don’t get it so it’s like I was in the huddle like ‘Hey, 

we’ve got 1 yard to go and we’ll end this.’ In the back of my mind, I’m thinking they’ve got 99 yards to 

score a touchdown. I think it was a great call. All of our guys loved it. It worked out well for us as well.” 

 

On if he can start dreaming about playing Carolina and QB Cam Newton next week: 

“That one’s going to be fun. He’s like the god of Charlotte. Everyone loves that he’s back there. I think the 

crowd’s going to be rocking so it’ll be a fun one.” 

 

On how he gets prepared for next week: 

“Yeah. It’ll be different. If we kept on just winning games, I think it’ll easy to kind of say that we’re really 

good. The reality of it is we’re 3-and-6, 3-and-7. We have a long ways to go. This is just the first building 

block. It’s a great win, a great confidence booster and something to build on.” 

 

On his emotions after this win: 

“Oh, great. I got a big cooler of Bud Lights waiting for me. It’s great right now. The team feels great. Again, 

we’ve had a rough stretch so to get over it like that against a really good opponent, it’s good for us.” 

 

FS Bobby McCain 
 

On his interception and feeling about the game: 

“You know, as a team, we played pretty well defensively. We played pretty well today. We’ve got a few 

things to clean up. Made some turnovers we paid for. So that kind of flipped the field, flipped the game a 

little bit for us. On my pick, it was just an over-route crossover. He was looking to the right for the out at 

about one, and [LB] Cole [Holcomb] did a great job packing back and making him, kind of forcing that ball 

to the window and I kind of stepped up and took care of it. Defensively we played pretty well, and you 

know, we have to build off of it and just keep going.” 

 

On what DE Chase Young said during his speech to the defense during halftime: 



 

 

“Just keep playing. Just keep playing. He would tell us just keep playing and no matter what it’s 0-1, it's a 0-

0 game and you know, we all know he wants to be out there and we all want him out there, but it’s 

unfortunate. Hopefully it’s nothing serious. Hopefully he can come back and do well. But we know he wants 

to be out there, and we have his back.” 

 

On what makes him believe this defense has turned their play around: 

“We just believe in each other, man. It’s football, so you’re going to win some, you’re going to lose some 

and that’s just how it goes. It happens. You got to play complementary football in this game to win games 

and we did that today on offense, defense, and special teams. It would’ve been nice to have it a little sooner, 

a little quicker, but it didn’t. I guess it’s now so we’ve just got to build off this one win and enjoy it and 

Tuesday, flush it and get back to work.” 

 

RB Antonio Gibson  
 

On the last play: 

“In that situation, you usually want to hit right down the middle. That was the play call, but they came 

crashing down and I saw the outside so I just hit the outside.”  

 

On the win: 

“It just shows what we’re capable. We always know we can’t have one quarter, one half. We need to have 

four quarters and that’s what we just did.”  

 

On what the final play says about the team: 

“Shoutout to the line. The whole o-line made contact with the linebackers. I was able to get that push from 

the o-line and got in there. We came to fight today, and it just showed.” 

 

 On if the game was more physical today: 

“Definitely. I don’t know if you could tell but in the first two quarters, it was hard to run the ball even at the 

end. That’s a physical team. I definitely had to earn the yards that I got today, and it just showed that’s a 

good team.”  

 

On lining up in the slot: 

“Yeah, it felt good. All about helping the team in different aspects so when my name is called, I make the 

play.” 

 

T Cornelius Lucas 

 
 

On what worked for the offense: 

“I feel like we got in our groove today. I feel like we had good play calling. I feel like the O-line came to ball 

today. I feel like the wide receivers came to catch today. I feel like everybody showed up. I feel like it was a 

team effort.” 

 

On running the 10-minute drive to close out the game: 

“I feel like it was pivotal. It showed [Coach Rivera]’s faith in us to pull a game out. For him to put the game 

in our hands, and let us finish it out, and take the ball down 11 minutes, and for us to do what we did, just 

makes us feel good as O-linemen that we can come out and win a game like that.” 

 

On the physicality tone running the ball sets: 



 

 

“Running the ball, you basically keep the defense honest. You just go pass, pass, pass, pass; they’re going to 

plan for pass. So, you have to sprinkle those runs in and keep them honest all times of the game.” 

 

WR Terry McLaurin 
 

On his third down reception at the end of the game:  

“On the third down situation, we were anticipating some pressure about. It was a play called to me to try and 

win the game. I am very thankful to be part of this team and be a leader and be trusted in those situations. 

Taylor gave me a great ball because it was bang bang, but it was far enough away from me that I could pluck 

the ball with my hand and try to make a play. You know, I am very fortunate to be in this situation and 

thankful to make the play when we needed.” 
 

On his collarbone injury at the beginning of game: 

“I’m good and football is physical. Hats off to them, that is probably one of the more physical teams we’ve 

played this season. They were hitting and when you go through that stuff and you feel like you’re alright, 

you come out and keep laying it on the line for your team. That’s what I’ve always believed in playing 

football. That’s what I’m gonna continue to believe in and the medical staff did a good job of just taking care 

of me and making sure I was good to go back out there. When I knew I felt like I was good to go, I was 

gonna continue to go back out there and try to help out any way I could.” 

 

On if he got a chance to speak with DE Chase Young:  

“I haven’t really gotten the chance to talk to him. I know there’s probably a lot of emotions for him. I don’t 

even know the severity of everything right now, so I’m not gonna speculate, but I’m sure there will be a time 

when me and him can talk. We kind of have a unique relationship. Hopefully it’s not as bad as we think right 

now. It’s hard to see a guy like that go down because he’s a dominant player for us. He’s a leader for us. 

He’s the guy breaking it down every week in the middle of the circle. Hopefully he’s not out for too long, but 

if he is [DE] Casey [Toohill] and the rest of those guys, they gotta be able to step up and be ready to make 

plays. It’s hard to replace a guy like that especially when we got [DE] Montez [Sweat] down, but we got a lot 

of guys ready to fight and give us some opportunities to make some plays.” 

 

On if he saw a win like this coming for this team at some point: 

“I can’t quite say I did. But, the momentum we had coming out of the Bye Week, everybody was feeling 

really good mentally and physically. We put a great week of practice together and I think that game more so 

was about the resilience because the offense stalled out sometimes, but the defense gave turnovers, gave a 

short field. To hold that team under 20 points, hats off to them especially because they’ve had a lot of 

pressure put against them. I feel like they had a great plan, executed and gave the offense a chance to have a 

short field. We didn’t necessarily execute like we wanted to every time in the red zone, but when we needed 

it most the game on the line, they just scored and I don’t know how long the drive was but the game ended in 

our hands. That is the standard of what we want to continue to build off of going forward. We need to be 

better in the red zone but when we get a chance to put things away, we have to be able to do that. For our O-

Line to be able to block against that front the way that they did, [RB] Antonio [Gibson] ran behind his pads, 

all the running backs did a great job of playing behind their pads, protecting the ball and getting some really 

tough yards against a tough football team. I’m really proud of the way those guys played.” 

 

On what this win can do for the team going forward: 

“It shows us what we can do when we play four quarters. Whether it is Tom Brady or another opponent, if 

this team has a good week of practice, creates turnovers defensively, capitalizes offensively, does well in the 

red zone we will have a chance to win football games. It is about putting those four quarters together. This is 

a great win for us because it is our most recent one. We haven’t had that feeling in a little bit. We’ve just got 

to try to take that momentum going into Carolina on the road next week and try to come out with another 



 

 

victory. I think we did do a good job this week and just took it a step at a time, a practice at a time and in the 

game we fought until the end.” 

 

WR DeAndre Carter 
 

On Taylor Heinicke’s performance: 

“Taylor is a baller. He came to practice on Monday letting that thing rip and he made plays like always does. 

Our last drive was a big drive. A [10-minute] drive to win the game to seal it against a team like that, against 

a defense like that. It’s a big game for me.” 

 

On what the difference was in the game today compared to the season: 

“It’s the energy. We came in and we knew we had an opportunity to win. You know like we do every week, 

and the energy was great all week in practice. We came out and everybody executed, and everybody was on 

the same page. We play like that when everybody is together, we can beat anybody.” 

 

On sustaining success in the red zone:  

“It’s just executing in any area of the field, but in the red zone, the windows are tighter to throw. It is harder 

to run the ball, so it’s just making sure everybody is on top of their P’s and Q’s and everybody is on the same 

page executing and getting touchdowns.” 

 

S Kamren Curl 

 
On the defensive performance:  

“Really just the week leading up, we were just clicking more and more every week. I feel like we knew we 

were gonna come out and have a great game. We just felt it during the week. It was kinda like a revenge 

game, but we just took it as a regular game. Coming in, it was like the best defense is gonna win the game.” 

 

On the first interception:  

“I was just in my zone. He [Buccaneers QB Tom Brady] threw the check down. I broke on it to make the 

tackle, and I looked up and Will [Jackson III] had the ball. Everybody was cheering so I started cheering 

too.” 

 

On the key to defending the Buccaneers receivers in underneath coverage:  

“Just coming up and tackling. [Defensive Coordinator Jack] Coach Del Rio said we gotta be the most 

physical team out there, physical defense out there. I feel like that’s what we did and that’s why we came out 

victorious.” 

 

On DE Chase Young’s halftime speech:  

“I mean it was calm, but like, that’s Chase. Anytime Chase talks, you listen. He doesn’t have to be up like he 

is at pregame. He doesn’t have to be all fiery. Anytime he talks, we listen. It really inspires you because 

that’s the dude we look to and he went down so we knew we had to step up.” 

 

On his thoughts on Young’s speech:  

“It just shows he was still focused on the game. He was still focused on us to just give us a little hope and 

motivation.” 

 

On the chemistry between himself, S Landon Collins and S Bobby McCain:  

“We’re just out there playing. When us three are on the field, it’s just fun. We are out there communicating, 

playing like quarterbacks don’t know what we’re doing. All three of us can do everything so it’s just fun. We 

are just out there flying around.” 



 

 

 

On if he can tell when an opposing QB is confused by the defensive look:  

“I mean yeah, the disguise. They don’t know if Landon [Collins] is coming off the edge to get a sack or if 

he’s dropping back. They don’t know if I’m coming off the edge, where I’m at or Bobby [McCain]. It’s a lot 

to think about for a quarterback. We just get him off his rhythm.”  

 

On why Chase Young’s speech was inspiring:  

“You could just look in his eyes. You could tell he was hurting, but he still wanted to pull through. A guy 

like that, you want to pull through for him. You don’t want to disappoint him. That’s how it was.” 

 

On building off today’s win:  

“We just gotta keep building off it. We came in like, held them to 19. That’s one of the goals as a defense, 

holding them under 20. We expect to do that every week. Just building off that and going into next week and 

not dwelling on this too much, not being too full of ourselves, but just coming in and building off the 

momentum.” 

 

DT Jonathan Allen 
 

On DE Chase Young getting injured:  

“It was definitely sad. Some things happens where its bigger than football. I broke my foot my rookie year, 

so I can only imagine what he is going through right now. It is going to be tough but knowing Chase’s 

personality and the way that he works and the guy that he is, he is going to come back stronger than ever. It 

is unfortunate, but it is football.” 

 

On getting over the hump and beating Tampa Bay: 

“We played good as an entire team. The offense capitalized in the redzone, defense forced turnovers and 

made QB Tom Brady uncomfortable and limited the big plays and were able to stop the run.  

 

On the offense time of possession in the last quarter: 

“It is impressive. We see them do it time after time and today was the first time that the defense was able to 

match their intensity. We played good as a unit, and I am proud of those guys, and they played 

phenomenally. It showed what happens when you play as a whole team.” 

 

On what the defensive line did up front to make QB Tom Brady uncomfortable: 

“I think when you get a quarterback like that who is older and maybe not as mobile as he used to be, you can 

get interior pressure and make him uncomfortable, make him speed up his timing on the timing routes. The 

DB’s played phenomenally and just played good complimentary football on the defense.” 

 

On going for it on fourth and one: 

“At first, I was like we should kick the field goal to make it a seven-point game, but if you think about it, if 

we don’t get it, they have to go 99 yards in 30 seconds left with no timeouts. As a defense, if you can stop 

that regardless of who you are up against you don’t deserve the game. I think it made sense and it was the 

right play. With the guys we have up front, I had no doubt we were going to get it.” 

 

On guys stepping up with DE Montez Sweat and DE Chase Young not available: 

“For guys who don’t know them, I’m sure the fans were nervous, but I have seen what they can do on the 

limited opportunities they have gotten. Obviously, Chase Young is Chase Young, but I had no doubt they 

would be able to step up to the plate and play good football and that’s what they did.” 

 

On what the defense did to put on a performance like this: 



 

 

“We eliminated the stupid mistakes. We eliminated the plays that we gave them. We made them earn 

everything that they got. We made them drive the length of the field and not go over the top on us. This is 

what happen when you do things the right way. But what separates the good teams from the bad teams is 

being able to do this on a weekly basis. We are super excited and happy we were able to do it but it doesn’t 

mean much if you can’t do it next week and the week after that. We needed this win. There is a 24-hour rule, 

we are going look at what we did wrong because there are things that we can improve on and try to be as 

consistent as possible.” 



 

 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers Head Coach Bruce Arians 
 

On his take on the performance against Washington: 

“That display was very reminiscent of the last one. Its baffling to me after the week of practice I watched 

these guys have, that we could play that poorly. We played with enough passion and energy for about eight 

or nine minutes to win games in this league. We got to show up on Sundays. We are doing one hell of a job 

on Monday through Friday, but we are not showing up on Sundays.” 

 

On reasons why there was a lack of down field passes: 

“Tom was just getting it out of his hands and there were a couple of times where I thought he could of held 

on a little longer against some coverages. Just take your check down and get to the next play.” 

 

On Washington doing something different to take away the down field pass game:  

“They played a lot of 2-shell but no, not really.” 

 

On not being able to stop Washington on third down: 

“The entire game. [CB] Richard Sherman pulls his calf before the game and [CB] Dee [Delaney] gets 

concussed. We didn’t have any DBs, but that is no excuse. Whoever we have out there, we need to get off 

the field.” 

 

On the performance of the team after a bye week: 

“It is very disappointing. Its very alarming to watch the energy we practiced with and show up with the lack 

of execution and energy on Sunday. We have a lot of soul searching to do.” 

 

On an update on NT Vita Vee:  

“He felt something in his knee. We don’t know what it is.” 

 

On seeing DE Chase Young get hurt: 

“You hate to see great players get injured in this game.” 

 

On the second interception Tom Brady threw: 

“He just overthrew [WR] Mike [Evans].” 

 

On the performance of your team with WR Antonio Brown and TE Rob Gronkowski being out: 

“[TE] Darren [Fells] played a couple of snaps but we had the rest of the guys, and we didn’t get enough out 

of anybody.” 

 

On getting five sacks and if it was a positive in the game: 

“No because we still had a couple and we let him get out too many times and we talked about it all week. I 

think we dropped three interceptions right in the hands. So, we are not going to beat anyone that way.” 

 

On ending the game on a 19-play drive by Washington: 

“That’s very disappointing for us. We pride ourselves on defense and we lost too many games and given up 

the lead too many times in the fourth quarter.” 

 

On the team making the same mistake this week as they did the game before the bye week: 

“Energy and passion is very fixable. The penalties, they have to get corrected sooner or later. The first play 

of the game they are shifting, and we jump offsides, they aren’t even ready to run a play and we jump 

offsides. The stupidity has to go away if we want to go anywhere.” 

 

On the team making mental mistakes: 



 

 

“It has nothing to do with ability. It is all about execution and being a smart football team. We are a great 

dumb football team and that is a reflection of the coaches.” 

 

On playing worse on the road: 

“We thought we had it nailed down. It’s obvious the point spread differential from home and away. This 

wasn’t even crowd noise, so we got to do a much better job traveling.” 

 

On QB Tom Brady’s second straight week throwing multiple interceptions: 

“It has nothing to do with his receivers, it is on him.” 

 

On status of injured players in the secondary: 

“[CB] Sean [Murphy-Bunting] showed a lot of progress this week, he is starting to use his arm and we will 

see in practice this week. [CB] Carlton [Davis III] is close and I don’t know about [CB] Dee [Delaney] 

because of getting out of concussion protocol. We’ll wait and see.”  

 

On CB Richard Sherman: 

“He couldn’t play.” 

 

On what he will rely on to turn this around: 

“We always talk about teams with good leadership not losing two in a row and I can’t remember the last time 

other than before the bye last year. I trust our guys we got a lot of character in there that they’ll get it fixed.” 

 

On if Washington showed anything different scheme wise on film: 

“No” 

 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers QB Tom Brady 
 

On what the Washington defense was doing to prevent splash plays: 

“We just never really played on our terms. We played from behind the whole game. They played a good 

game. They had a good plan” 

 

On how hard it is coming out of the Bye Week with a loss:  

“Not a great day of football for us. Doesn’t matter who you play if you have a bunch of self-inflicted errors 

too. We’ve got to eliminate those and see if we can go out and execute the plays that are there. 

 

On what he saw on his two interceptions:  

“We started with the ball, they came away with it.”  

 

On if Washington showed any coverages that he didn’t see on film:  

“Nope.”  

 

On how he is feeling after this game:  

“I like to win.”  

 

On what he takes away from this game: 

“They all count the same, so we’ve got to get better.” 

 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers WR Mike Evans 
 

On his thoughts on the defense surrendering a 19-play drive to end the game: 



 

 

“That drive doesn’t define the game. We lost the game well before that with the penalties and tipped balls 

and stuff like that. We just lost the game earlier than that last drive.” 

 

On how frustrating it is to lose a game coming out of the Bye Week: 

“It’s extremely frustrating. I know we’re a better team than them and we didn’t get the job done. That’s why 

you play on Sunday. You gotta go out there and give it your best. Because that’s an NFL team and they’re a 

solid team and they got the job done tonight.” 

 

On why he thinks the team came out and didn’t play their typical brand of football: 

“Penalties and didn’t make enough plays. That’s a recipe for disaster.”  

 

On if he feels the team lacked focus: 

“I don’t know what everybody is going through. I could have played better. I know that for sure.” 

 

On if they may have overlooked Washington: 

“I don’t know what other guys were thinking. Maybe. Every game I try to go as hard as I can. Today it 

wasn’t enough.” 

 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers LB Lavonte David 
 

On what happened on Washington’s final offensive drive: 

“Bad football. We had the opportunity to get off the field and we didn’t. We talk a lot of stuff, but by the 

way we played, we didn’t play like it. That was a moment to put our stamp on the game and we didn’t. We 

let them keep the ball and continue the drive. Terrible drive for us.”  

 

On if lack of focus was the reason they struggled on the final drive:  

“I hate to say it, but they beat us. They beat us. You got to give them their props. Came out, threw the ball 

and made their plays. We made no plays.”  

 

On it not being because the team lacks talent: 

“No, never lack of talent. I believe in everybody out there but today just wasn’t it.”  

 

On how hard it is to come out of the Bye Week with a loss: 

“I don’t know. Maybe. Maybe some guys had it in their mind that we would just come out and beat a team 

coming off of the bye and do things that same way we did last year. It’s a different year. You have to have a 

different mindset and it showed. So, we definitely have to get back in the lab and get to work.” 

 

On why he thinks the team struggles on the road: 

“I don’t know. I can’t really put my finger on it. I guess the other teams just played better. Especially today, 

we came out flat and they made more plays than we did and we didn’t play our best brand of football.” 

 

On how as a veteran player he can help get this team on the right track: 

“It ain’t going to be hard. We’re going to go back and watch the film and figure it out real quick. It’s going 

to be on the veterans shoulders to get this stuff turned around. To come out here and put together a 

performance like that, unacceptable.” 

 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers LB Devin White 
 

On what went wrong for the team today: 

“I can only speak for the defense because those are the guys I’m around. I just say we came out there flat footed. For 

whatever reason, everybody just wasn’t on the same page, everybody didn’t have the same amount of energy. That’s 



 

 

something we preached all week. In this league, whether the team is doing good or doing bad ain’t nobody just gonna 

roll the ball out there and say, ‘Come kick our tails.’ So, that was the thing we focused on the most. Had a great week 

of preparation but it don’t mean nothing if you don’t execute on Sunday. That’s just a thing when we were in those 

spots to win on certain downs, third downs or whatever, we weren’t getting off the field. That’s what it was if you ask 

me.” 

 

On how tough it is to talk about aspirations of repeating as Super Bowl champions after games like today: 

“It don’t make it tough. We still got a lot of games, still got a lot of football to play. Still in the playoff run, still got the 

same aspirations. Everything is gonna come together because with the great leadership on this team, we are going to 

hold each other accountable as captains. We’re gonna come together and whatever it is we’re gonna fix it. We know 

what we wanna get to and we know we got the team to get there. We just gotta do what we gotta do. It’s nothing on the 

coaches, it’s all players. That’s all grit, hard work and whoever wants it the most.” 

 

On how he can try to reverse the trend of the team committing too many penalties: 

“You’ve just got to hold the next person to you accountable. It has got to be on yourself too. You’ve got to hold 

yourself accountable. I almost got into another altercation with one of their linemen where he pushed me and I had to 

just turn away and walk away. That was very hard for me to do because at the end of the day I’m a man, but it is 

always the second man that gets called. But, for the sake of my team I put my best foot forward and I just feel like as a 

whole we all have to have that same mindset. It took me to get fined to get mine because of the attitude that I play 

with. It ain’t going to happen no more, so hopefully everyone else can put that attitude before it.” 

 

On Washington QB Taylor Heinicke on third downs: 

“He’s a great football player. I talked to him after the game and told him I love his game. I love his tenacity just to 

keep plays alive for his squad and find the person. At the end of the day, when we got guys like we got we gotta go get 

him. I think that’s the whole thing, we gotta make it tough on him. I feel like we did sometimes but sometimes I feel 

like we were a little lackadaisical. At the end of the day, we just gotta get better. Whatever that may be, we’re going to 

work on that. We’re going to fix ourselves because at the end of the day, I feel like it’s a lot of just shooting ourselves 

in the foot. That’s just how I feel. I obviously gotta watch the tape and gotta see what the coaches feel and make 

corrections. I know one thing about this team, we got the right people to do it.” 

 

 

 


