
 

 

Washington Head Coach Ron Rivera  
 

On updates on QB Taylor Heinicke and WR Terry McLaurin:  

“Taylor's dealing with a knee. We'll see how that is, doesn't look that bad. We'll wait until he gets examined. 

Terry is in the concussion protocol.”  

 

On what went wrong today:  

“Well, we missed some opportunities early on. We had a four-down situation. I was trying to create some 

momentum and they made a big play out of it. It took us a little bit to recover from that. It was disappointing. 

We had some opportunities early on, but we just didn't convert it.”  

 

On the run game today:   

“Well, we really have to take a real good look at the tape to see exactly what was going on. They seemed to 

be winning at the point of attacking, the initial surge and we'll see.” 

 

On the fumble ruling on QB Kyle Allen:  

“Well, they looked at it. From their perspective, it was one of those that it just wasn't enough to overturn. So 

they kept what the original call was.” 

 

On what he takes away from this game:   

“Ultimately, a tale of the two halves. We didn't play the way we're capable in the first half. You gotta give 

them credit. They made a couple of big plays. We didn't capitalize. We had a big interception. Unfortunately, 

we didn't do anything with it. They capitalized, put points on the board. Good football teams, you have to. 

Because if you don't, other good football teams will keep you from coming back.” 

 

On not being able to execute:   

“I'm taking a good look at the tape and I’ll let you know.” 

 

On QB Taylor Heinicke’s play:  

“Well, I thought he had his moments. A couple times, I thought he was a little hesitant. I thought he held the 

ball a little bit more than he should have a couple times. But I thought he read some good reads. He tried to 

put the ball where he needed to put it a couple times and he did. And then I think he got kind of pressed a 

little bit. I'd like to see him get back to taking what's out there and making those throws that he's capable of.”  

 

On losing DE James Smith-Williams and DE Casey Toohill:   

“Well, the biggest thing it impacts was we had to play younger guys. That's not an excuse. Those guys are 

professionals. Other guys got their opportunities. They had their moments. They're young guys. They made 

some mistakes. But I tell you, gave them some experience and an opportunity to play football.” 

 

On the decision to go for it on fourth down in the first half:   

“We're at midfield, and I figured if we don't get it, we'll be at midfield. I thought the defense started pretty 

soundly initially. I would've loved to have see if we could have gotten the ball to where we were hoping to 

get it. Unfortunately, we didn't get a chance to. That was disappointing. That was my thought process. And 

that's on me. That was my decision. Nobody else's.”  

 

On his message to the fans:  



 

 

“Yeah, it is disappointing. I feel like I let them down. I wanted them out here to cheer for us, and we should 

have given them a better first half. We gave them a very good second half, something to cheer about. And in 

the second half, if we put two halves together, we'll deliver. But that's football and that's what happens.” 

 

On comparing this game to other games where the team struggled:   

“The first half got a little bit away from us in terms of the score. That was disappointing. And again, it did 

start with the fourth down decision that I made because they made a big play and they were able to score off 

of that as well. Coming out in the second half, I thought the guys came out with some resolve. I thought they 

got physical, especially with that first drive where we got to midfield and then Taylor threw the big ball to 

Cam [Sims]. That was a big play. But then to continue to flight and battle and give themselves a chance to go 

down and score again and then get the takeaway and score, we put ourselves in position. We've gotta come 

out with that kind of energy earlier. We forced them to kick a field goal on their first drive when they got 

down near the red zone. I thought that was a plus. But then, we got a takeaway and we didn't convert there. 

That's tough. When you get an opportunity to put some points on the board, you gotta put them on the 

board.” 

 

On if the hit on Heinicke was low when Antonio Gibson fumbled:   

“Yes. I really did. That was one of the discussions I had. I really felt that was, and that's more about 

protecting the quarterback.” 

 

On looking ahead to the Eagles game next week:  

“Absolutely because we control our own destiny. We have an opportunity to do something. We got four 

games left, all four in the division. Some interesting things can happen. Somebody else can lose a game or 

two as well. And who knows? And I told our players that. We control it. We take them one at a time. We got 

Philly coming up. We know that. I told the guys we'll get through this tomorrow, and then we'll start 

focusing on getting ready for Philadelphia. It’s one of those things, too, like I said, the Washington Football 

Team versus Dallas should be a big game like it was today. We just gotta play better.” 

 

On RB Antonio Gibson’s fumble: 

“You keep talking to him, you keep coaching him, you keep teaching him. He's a young man. He's a second-

year player. He's shown that he can be a guy that can grind it out, have a good stretch, played four good 

weeks of football. We're not gonna change anything other than making sure he understands how important it 

is to protect the football.” 

 

On the atmosphere today:   

“It was kind of cool. It really was. Even though there were a few more Dallas fans than I would've liked, it 

was good to hear our folks. It really was. Especially down on the stretch in the fourth quarter, they came 

alive and it really kind of helped us. Unfortunately, we had the last turnover that just kind of deflated 

everything. But up until that point, that's what I'm looking for. I'm hoping we can continue to build that. We 

can do something special in the next couple of weeks, hopefully, and then give them something to cheer 

about later on. But first off, we got to get to Philadelphia.” 

 

On if they team played with an identity today:   

“I think we tried to be physical, we tried to continue to run the ball. And again, you gotta get to where you 

can get three and four yards a carry so that you're in third down or third and three, third and four, where you 

can have more success. That’s something we'll continue to work on and we'll get better with it.” 

 

On QB Kyle Allen’s play: 

“I liked what Kyle did until the very end, obviously. You'd like for him to protect the ball a little bit better, 

but he's trying to make a play. I get that part of it. Sometimes just take what's given to you as well. He made 

a mistake and he'll learn. We’ll keep working.”  



 

 

 

On if Heinicke is the starter going forward:  

“Yeah. If he's healthy, he's our starter.” 

 

On the missed extra point:   

“Well, he was normally out there. What happened was Tim [Settle] was coming off the field after we had 

just gotten the takeaway score and kind of forgot his place.” 

 

QB Taylor Heinicke 
 

On his knee:  

“The knee is fine; it was a little scary at first but it was really my throwing elbow that got me in the first half 

on a throw. I didn’t feel right ever since. I think the knee should be fine; I should be ready this week.” 

 

On when his elbow got hit on the sack by Dallas Cowboys LB Micah Parsons: 

“I think it was before. He got me good and that hurt pretty good but it got hurt on the deep crossing route to 

Curtis. Someone grabbed my elbow when I was throwing it and tweaked it in the second quarter.” 

 

On how they can adapt when the formula for winning games isn’t working: 

“We have a plan for them and they covered it pretty well. When the front seven keeps getting pressure on 

you and the secondary covers like they did today… that’s a good defense. We just have to keep responding.” 

 

On Coach Rivera saying that he was pressing and hesitant in the first half: 

“Yeah, absolutely in the first half you’re not getting much going and then when we do get some time I’m 

trying to make the big plays I don’t need to make. The good thing I did in the last four games was taking 

what they gave me, whether it’s a five-yard hitch or a 20-yard seven route. Today there were a couple throws 

before half I shouldn’t have thrown and they were almost picked off. I have to be better.” 

 

On WR Cam Sims touchdown catch: 

“It was amazing. He’s a guy that comes up in big situations.  Every time his name is called he makes a big 

play. It’s good to see that from him. That’s something to build on; we’ve got to get better. We’ve got a tough 

one in Philly this week.” 

 

QB Kyle Allen 
 

On getting the opportunity to play: 

“Bummed we didn’t win. [LB] Cole [Holcomb] gave us a chance in the fourth quarter. We had a chance to 

win, so bummed we didn’t do that. Personally, it was cool to get back on the field in a regular season game 

after my injury last year and just play. But, obviously bummed that we didn’t win.” 

 

On the fumble at the end of the game: 

“I was just trying to get the ball out to [WR] Adam [Humphries] late in the down, so that we could have a 

play on fourth down. Thought the ball went forward. I thought my knee was down but just thought I threw it 

forward.” 

 

On what he thought he executed well: 

“I was happy with that drive that we scored points on. Being able to move the ball and keep the ball and 

score some points. With the score what it was at that time we were just trying to move the ball and play one 

play at a time and execute. So, I was happy with that but obviously didn’t get a win.” 

 



 

 

On what parts of the game are tough to get adjusted to when getting back into action for the first time 

since last season: 

“The first thing you notice obviously is the pass rush. Dallas was getting after us all day today and when I 

got in there I felt that in the first snap. It’s just getting a feel for the game. The speed of the game is different 

from practice obviously. So yeah, cool to get back out there.” 

 

On if he talked to QB Taylor Heinicke on the sidelines about any adjustments:  

“We were talking the whole game. We talk after every series. At that point in the game we knew what we 

were going to get from them. They were running a couple things over and over. Me and Taylor communicate 

really well.”  

 

On if there was anything specific that they talked about: 

“Throughout the game we were talking about a bunch of different things.” 

 

RB Antonio Gibson  
 

On what prevented the running game from being effective in the early portion of the game: 

“I feel like they just came to play that first half. We just couldn’t get the ball going.” 

 

On if he felt like the offense was out of sync after not being able to run the ball effectively on the early 

downs: 

“We weren’t where we were for the past couple of weeks, but then we kept really going.”  

 

On how he bounces back from another fumble in a big spot: 

“That’s play. You know, it happens. [Expletive] happens. It can happen, but you just gotta shake it off and 

keep going.” 

 

On if Dallas Cowboys Coach Mike McCarthy guaranteeing a win changed their approach to the game: 

“We didn’t focus on that. It was a big game. We were coming off of four straight wins, so we needed to win. 

But at the end of the day, it is one game. We just gotta look forward to the next one.” 

 

WR Cam Sims  
 

On his touchdown catch: 

“I think their defense was in cover 3, and I saw [CB Trevon] Diggs jump on a couple routes in the games. He 

got like eight or nine picks. So I saw him jump the route and it was a double move, so I knew I had him.” 

 

On how the offense differed in the 2nd half:  

“We just came out with a different tempo and a different pace. We were down the half like what 21-0, 24-0. 

That was disrespectful. We just had to tighten up and get right.” 

 

On if the Cowboys tactics had any impact on the game: 

“No, it’s football. We are all men, so it’s not really nothing.” 

 

On if he knew he was inbounds during his touchdown catch:  

“When I caught it, I knew where my feet were. I just wanted to get the touchdown signal.” 

 

On if the team's mindset changes going into next with Philadelphia: 

“At halftime, coach got us right. So now we just got to stay focused from Monday all the way to Sunday for 

Philadelphia.” 



 

 

 

On what Coach Ron said during halftime: 

“He just got us right.”  

 

S Landon Collins 
 

On the team’s response in the second half: 

“It was two different teams out there. It was more emotional in the first half and a lot was going on, but then 

we came back and just stuck our heads down and played ball” 

 

On what led to the emotions in the first half: 

“It was a rivalry game and this game counts as two. It was an important game for us, so we tried to get the 

edge as fast as possible.” 

 

On what he will take away from the first half as the team heads to Philadelphia next week: 

“Keeping the emotions under control and keep everybody steady, but at the same time just doing our job. I 

think the biggest part was just doing our job from the first half to the second half. We just kind of stayed in 

tune with that and when opportunities came our way we took advantage.” 

 

On what he saw on his interception: 

“It was cover one. [Dallas Cowboys QB]Dak [Prescott] was looking me to the right. I kind of just weaved 

that way but didn’t open that way and he overthrew the ball. We need those, tips and overthrows.” 

 

On if he was surprised about a wide open interception: 

“You don’t want to be surprised; you want to be ready for any opportunity. Every opportunity that comes 

you want to be ready for it.” 

 

On the impact of losing defensive starters to COVID-19 the last two days: 

“We look at it like this, next man up. When one person goes down, we need the players behind them to step 

up. We are all a part of it to make sure that everyone is accountable and everybody is in tune and everybody 

knows the defense. So, it wasn’t a big drop from that standpoint. We made plays when we needed to make 

plays.” 

 

On if he thinks there have been too many injuries to the team: 

“We don’t concern ourselves with that honestly. We just look at the next person like we need you and that it 

is done in practice when we are rotating everybody and making sure that everyone is in tune. You never 

know when it is your opportunity to play.” 

 

On making sure this loss doesn’t impact the team the rest of the way: 

“Stay humble. Playing one week at a time, one day at a time, one game at a time, and one play at a time. And 

just controlling our emotions. That is the biggest thing.”  

 

On the mood at halftime: 

“The biggest thing is that we were pissed off. That wasn’t the team we put out there in the first half, 

especially in the last couple games. We kind of just settled down and did what we had to do and showed that 

in the second half.”  

 

On why he thinks there were more mental mistakes and penalties that happened today: 

“I don’t know why they happened today. From that standpoint we’re just going to take it as when that 

happens, you have to move on the next play. We know what not to do again in what they’re looking for and 

go from there.” 



 

 

 

On if finishing strong in the second half was important for their next matchup with Dallas in two 

weeks: 

“Most definitely. We wanted to showcase that not just for them, but to ourselves. We are that team that is 

going to come out there. Especially in the next games we play. We are going to be prepared and are going to 

come out there ready to go.” 

 

On why the defense struggled on third downs: 

“The first half I think third down was our biggest downfall as a defense. Once we finally settled down and 

figured out what we had to do we played our game it wasn’t a problem.” 

 

On what emotions he referred to when referencing the first half: 

“Basically, just wanting to shut them up. Prove a point. Repeat what we did last year against them. Stuff like 

that.” 

 

On if the comments from Dallas Cowboys Head Coach Mike McCarthy guaranteeing a win changed 

their approach: 

“No, it was more of the rivalry between us two. The Dallas Cowboys and the Washington Football Team. 

We are not worried about the comments that the coach made because he is not on the field, it is his players.” 

 

DT Daron Payne 
 

On how disappointed he was with this game: 

“We needed to execute better to start the game, and maybe we can have a better ending than what we had 

today.” 

 

On if he was surprised they still had a chance to come back in the second half: 

“No, I wasn’t surprised. I know my guys. They’re going to fight hard until the end, so we just have to cut out 

the mistakes at the beginning.” 

 

On what the conversation with the team was like at halftime: 

“Just come out and fight. We wanted to just put the first half behind us and wanted to see what you can bring 

for the second half. See if you got that dog in you.” 

 

On what he attributes the mistakes and penalties to: 

“Execution. Just got to find a way to execute. Execute more and cut out all the just giving people gifts and 

things.” 

 

On losing two starting defensive ends on gameday to COVID-19: 

“I mean, we all practice together during the week. So, I don’t feel like it’s an adjustment because we all still 

practice.” 

 

LB Cole Holcomb 

 
 

On his interception returned for a touchdown: 

“I ran a boot, tried to get in a window, D-Wise [Daniel Wise] did a great job going straight to the 

quarterback. He got a little tip in there. As soon as I caught it, I was like ‘yeah, got to take it to the crib.’ I 

wanted to throw it in the stands. I had a deal with my college coach that I would, but this was my first one 

ever so had to keep it.” 



 

 

 

On the feeling of getting in the endzone: 

“I don’t know. I didn’t know what to do. I was super stoked. I was excited. I had a bunch of emotions 

running through. Then was like we gotta go back out there, we got to get another stop. I was trying to collect 

myself again. But it was a good feeling.” 

 

On why the return meant so much: 

“I mean it’s a critical point in the game. We needed something. We needed a turnover, we needed points, we 

needed anything. I feel like it was a huge momentum swing. It was glad to be the person who did it. Like I 

said, if D-Wise didn’t tip it and get in Dak’s [Prescott] face quick, I wouldn’t have got it.” 

 

On if he thought he had a chance right away to score: 

“Yeah, I saw D-Wise on Dak and I just had to beat that tackle and it was nobody else.” 

 

On making the last-minute adjustments after losing DE James Smith-Williams and DE Casey Toohill: 

“Yeah, we were ready to play. We had the rookie Shaka [Toney]. Shaka did a great job filling in because we 

had a lot of stuff on those guys and they had a lot of responsibilities in the pass game as well in the run game 

playing that five down front we were playing in the game. We were going to put Jamin [Davis] down. We 

were asking Dave [Mayo]. We’re asking like who can play on the edge? Who’s ready to do it? Because those 

are two great guys that we lost kind of late.” 

 

On what Coach Rivera said during halftime: 

“Basically, it was the worst half of football we played. It wasn’t us, but it’s over. He wanted to see what we 

were gonna do in the second half. We are not gonna watch the first half, but I wanna see what you guys got 

in the second half. I thought we came out and fought our butts off.” 

 

Dallas Cowboys Head Coach Mike McCarthy 
 

On how the team responded today: 

“I think like anything, we come out of this bye weekend and really the focus from my perspective is always 

to win the game. These division games, it’s December football. But we needed to improve in some areas and 

we did that. Obviously, we have work to do and it’s kind of a product of everything all teams go through. 

You look at what Washington’s going through with the challenges and the COVID and those types of stuff. 

So I was very pleased to come here and get this division win. But more importantly, just to get the defensive 

guys back, I thought we had a really good rotation. The energy and the takeaways really set the tempo. I 

thought the first half was played very well. We had the giveaways, and they made the big plays in the second 

half to get back into it. But at the end of the day, I think this is a clear reflection of what division games are 

like. You take a lot of confidence and great experience and things that we’ll continue to improve on and 

we’ll learn from this contest today.” 

 

On the inconsistencies on offense:  

“Well, I think you got to look at the whole picture. I think you have to give them some credit. I thought 

[Washington Defensive Coordinator] Jack [Del Rio] kept a lid on it and kept things in front so we weren’t 

going to get behind him much today. You can see that early. That’s part of things we need to work on. We 

gotta get the control passing game a little more efficient and that’ll be a focus for us.” 

 

On DE Randy Gregory:  

“Randy set the tempo with the first takeaway and just a phenomenal athletic play. Micah [Parsons] was all 

over the place making impact off the edge, really putting the pressure on the quarterback. Not only did we 

have the four takeaways, but we got our hands on a lot of balls today too. Just like anything, the takeaways 



 

 

are what you’re after. But it’s the takeaway opportunities that were way up and we got to continue to work 

on that because that’s a part of our identity.” 

 

On T La’el Collins getting ejected:   

“I think La’el Collins did exactly what you’re supposed to do there. We all understand the challenges of 

officiating, whatever you thought of the play all the way around. This is a game and obviously very 

competitive, the fact that it’s your quarterback or whoever, so you know these games will be chippy, they’re 

division games. Once it got going, I thought both sides did a good job of locking everything up and moving 

on. It happens in these types of games.”  

 

On how far the team has come this year, winning close games not being satisfactory enough: 

“I can remember 2010 after we won a game in New York, it was a really tight game and you get into roles 

when you win games, 10, 14, 17 comes off the board. Winning close games is so important, you’re not going 

to win every game but winning the close ones pays forward a lot for your team and I think it’s not only 

reflected in how you train your team because all the clock management, game management for your team, 

but situations have been a major emphasis for us coming out of last year. If you look at the statistics, losing 

50% of the games coming down to the last series of the game. We didn’t do that today especially after where 

we were at halftime There’s so much valued in winning those games because let’s be honest, if you want to 

be a playoff team, you want to win in the playoffs and get to the ultimate goals, you have to win those 

games. That’s what division games and playoff games come down to.” 

 

On his frustration of not being able to close the game up 24-0 

“Well, that’s your narrative. It’s against the reality of pro football too. They have good players too and 

there’s plays to be made. [CB] Trevon Diggs is one of the better players in the National Football League. So, 

they can make plays too, I think you got to recognize that this isn’t fantasy football never has been, at the end 

of the day things happen it’s the ultimate team sport. It’s 11 on 11, lot of moving parts, they played with two 

different quarterbacks, we had some things going with our running back situation and that’s why it was a 

great team win.” 

 

On the game plan with RB Ezekiel Elliot  

“Mainly conservative. I saw him take the shot right on the knee. He was fine, went back in, so that was 

mainly the process.” 

 

On the transformation of the defense from last year to this year: 

“Yeah, thank you for memory lane. Definitely a great performance today by our defense. I think just not only 

with all of the changes we’ve made, but you could see this building. You could see this building coming out 

of the spring and in training camp and it’s just a great group. Just the love and the tightness and the energy 

and now they have everybody back too. So it’s just great to see them all not only out there, but just to see the 

guys in the locker room afterward. We need to continue to build off of it and I loved to see an excellent 

performance by our defense today.” 

 

On the players’ reaction when QB Dak Prescott was pushed out of bounds: 

“Yeah, I’ll be honest, we got to be better there. Just go back to last year, so the physicality of the football 

team, the discipline of it all, you’re always trying to get that. The players and the team to play on the plays 

and be disciplined enough to be within the rules. That’s what this game is about. So that’s part of the 

growing process there. No one wants to see another player get hurt. I don’t want to see anybody get hurt, but 

things happen out there on the edge. It’s no different when you play guys on the sideline, hits on the sideline. 

We had a personal foul called on Micah [Parsons] that was right there and I thought it was pretty tight. It was 

a fade ball, you had the safety breaking on the ball, so that’s part of the game.” 

 

On what he told LB Micah Parsons after the personal foul penalty: 



 

 

“What did I tell him? Just that it’s a good division win and we play these guys in two weeks and just like 

anything, I think we’ve got to be conscientious of that and we’re coming into it and I’m proud of the way 

they always compete. I love the adversity that teams go for and I get the 24 to nothing and everything. 

There’s so much value in those moments because to get where we want to go, we need to thrive in those 

situations. Now, we created it today. I get that, but there’s still a benefit in adversity football.” 

 

On Parsons impact today: 

“I mean, obviously a very gifted young man, very natural and instinctive football player with excellent 

physical gifts and traits. But it’s been really fun to watch him grow. It’s been fun to watch him see the 

importance of coming to work early and coming in on Tuesday night and meeting with Dan Quinn 

[Defensive Coordinator] and George Edwards [Senior Defensive Assistant] and Scott McCurley 

[Linebackers] and what they do. He’s really figuring it out and all the great players that I’ve had the privilege 

to work with, they were also the smartest, most instinctive and rare players. He’s starting to build a heck of a 

chapter in the beginning of a great career.” 

 

On if this is the most significant win of the season so far: 

“Great question. We’ve got a lot of football left, so if you think it is, I’ll go for it.” 

 

On if he’s ever had a player like Parsons who can get sacks on one play and almost get an interception 

on a deep ball on the next: 

“Yeah, he’s unique. I think I’ve talked to you all about this before. When we moved Clay Matthews back 

from the line of scrimmage to play, it made that impact. I think it really helps to target him. But yeah, Micah, 

he’s as fast as he wants to be out there and that’s obviously a really unique trait.” 

 

On where QB Dak Prescott is right now: 

“I think going back through it. We’ll look at it. I don’t have an evaluation for you right here. But I think the 

fact that they kept a lid on it, coverage-wise. So I think our controlled passing game, we have to take a look 

at it and clean it up. Once again, there’s lots of football left to be played and we’ll definitely learn from this.” 

 

On the defensive turnovers: 

“Well, we’re an athletic defense obviously. We’ve got some guys who can really go after it and there’s a 

huge emphasis after last season. Obviously, Jerry Jones [Owner/President/General Manager], Stephen Jones 

[Chief Operating Officer/Executive Vice President/Director of Player Personnel] and Will McClay [Vice 

President of Player Personnel] did a great job. Ball skills on defense needed to improve and I think we’ve got 

a bunch of guys that are seeing it and they know how to go get the ball and all. The scoop-and-score was big 

today, but it’s a big part of our personality on defense.” 

 

On how much he missed being on the field last week: 

“How much did I miss it? Captain Obvious, right? (laughs) It was great to be out there. It’s a privilege to be 

a part of this league and a part of this game, so yeah. Just very thankful that everything worked out well and 

protecting my family and it’s great to be back.” 

 

Dallas Cowboys QB Dak Prescott 
 

On his thoughts from the win: 

“Yeah I mean, good team win. Obviously, we got to do a better job of finishing on offense, but, credit to our 

defense. Two turnovers that I had, they got the ball right back. That’s all I can ask for, all you can ask for as 

an offense. As you said, we got it going pretty early, got a good lead, but then we just got to be able to finish 

it off and not let them back in the ballgame.” 

 

On the teams’ struggles to finish games strongly:  



 

 

“It’s frustrating. We’ve got high standards and high expectations for ourselves so when you're not moving 

the ball, not scoring points, only scoring what, six points in the second half, it’s not acceptable. We got to be 

better than that in the latter part of the year, obviously, as we get ready to go play better teams, play division 

teams, and play in the playoffs.” 

 

On his connection with the receiving core: 

“I got to go back and look at it. It’s tough to just say it raw without watching the tape, but we can always be 

better. Every throw, every rep, every play is a process and an experience. It’s something that we can get 

better regardless of if it’s completed, regardless if we feel good about the way that it happened. We can be 

better.” 

 

On the late interception:  

“Yeah I mean, at the end of the day I just got to take the sack, don’t put the ball in harm's way, and that’s the 

bottom line. No excuse for that. Period.” 

 

On what he saw during T La’el Collins’s ejection:  

“I’m rolling just trying to make a play. Felt like it was in the call. I turned back just to look at the ref and just 

saw a lot going on. I can’t say that I saw details or know exactly what happened, but I obviously respect and 

love the fact that my teammates are standing up for me. That’s just how all of us feel about one another. 

That’s just not them protecting me but that’s how any one of us would protect any of our brothers and our 

teammates in that position. So yeah, I’m thankful for those guys.” 

 

On the offense’s issues:  

“As I said, we’ve created these high expectations and high standards and we have them for ourselves. So, I 

mean, just as much as the outside world isn’t pleased, we’re not. I guarantee we care a whole lot more than 

the outside world about what we’re doing. I know I do; I know the guys on the field do, and I know the 

coaches do. So, as I said it’s all things, we can get better and learn from and it’s much better to do that in a 

winning setting.” 

 

On the difficulty of playing divisional games on the road:  

“It’s tough. It’s a division game, any division game is tough, a team that you play twice a year. We gotta suit 

up against this team in two weeks. Coming into their place, whether it is here, New York, or Philly, all those 

are tough road games. As you just said, our fans did a great job of travelling, of staying into the game, of 

chanting, being there supporting us. It felt good, and it feels great to get a win.” 

 

 

On his mindset for the rest of the season:  

“Obviously we have put ourselves in good position, but we just want to continue to get better, game in and 

game out, heading into this playoff race. We need to make sure that we are playing our best ball when we 

need to. As I said, it was a struggle on offense, and we weren’t exactly executing the way that we wanted to, 

especially late in the game, but it’s better in a winning effort. Some of the things are just simple decision 

making by me and I will clean those up. So as long as we are heading on the winning track heading into the 

tournament we’ll get a ring.” 

 

On if he has spoken to T La’el Collins since his ejection: 

“Yeah of course. I just told him I appreciate it. I told him right there in the moment as they were taking him 

out of the game. I told him how I felt about him as a brother and as a teammate and I just reiterated that in 

the locker room.” 

 

On what he has done in the past to help fix issues in the passing game:  



 

 

“Just getting on the same page with your receivers, communicating. Obviously, the film study and all that 

comes into play, but just making sure that we’re expecting the same thing when they go out for a route or 

when they see a certain defense. We need to make sure that we are on the same page to just react and play 

the game at a high level, and fast.” 

 

On RB Ezekiel Elliot:  

“The guy’s a warrior. I’ll say it time and time again. He said it. He’s going to do whatever he can to help this 

team whether it was the runs we had, the big runs, or the pass protection. Just coming in and doing whatever 

we ask him to do time and time again. He’s a crucial part of this offense and a big-time leader for this team.” 

 

On completing the longest run since calf injury:  

“Yeah as I said as we get into this ladder part of the year theres going to be times for me to do that. But it’s 

about protecting myself in the same sense so, yeah when those windows or lanes open up and I’m able to see 

that yeah I’ll take advantage.” 

 

On this being the best defense hes had:  

“Sure yeah this defense is great. Just the way that they practice, their communication, their brotherhood. 

Yeah this is a tough group. I practice against them every day. Just knowing the men that they are, knowing 

how much they take pride in their job. Knowing that they’re led by [Defensive Coordinator] Dan Quin. 

They’re playing lights out. Alone when the offense turns the ball over for them to go back out and get 

turnovers just kind of says that the belief that they have in their selves and that they’ve instilled in this team. 

They’re doing a phenomenal job of getting us the ball back and giving us a chance time after time.” 

 

On WR CeeDee Lamb at RB: 

“He’s a playmaker put him at running back, receiver, inside, outside wherever you wanna put him. He’s 

going to make plays he’s a football player a great football player. I’ve said it over and over we are fortunate 

to have him. We’ve got to continue to find ways to give him the ball.”  

 

On how the defense getting the ball back motivates him:  

“Yeah for sure you want to play complementary and they’re playing it. When we get a turnover, them getting 

the ball back is all you can ask for. That’s the most complementary football and we’ve got to go and reward 

them and get a touchdown. Not just three points and not just running the ball and killing some time, We’ve 

got to go convert all those point and that’s how we can propel this thing and pull away from teams.” 

 

On the Washington defense limiting passing opportunities:  

“That’s what they presented obviously they didn’t want to let us get the ball down field. Two times that we 

did, one we got a call. First one obviously holding on us. Second one we got the P.I. You just got to be ready 

for your shots when they come and take the most of those opportunities. That’s how teams have been playing 

us so I’ve got to continue to stay patient.” 

 

On validating coach’s guarantee of a win:  

“We’re a confident bunch. I’m confident, I know this defense is confident, this offense is confident, 

obviously our coach is confident and that’s why he said that. I told you guys Thursday that’s how we felt and 

we had to come out here and go do that.  Be accountable to our words. Even when I throw the terrible 

interception and they run it back. There’s no flinch in this team and exactly what we’re going to do is we’re 

going to come out with a win. Our resilience and who we are in the midst of a tough division game where we 

didn’t necessarily put the nail in the coffin where we had a chance.” 

 

On the Cowboys bringing their benches to FedExField: 

“Yeah I’m not necessarily locked in on the name on the bench. They were great benches they were heated. 

They did the deed and did what we needed to do so that’s why we brought them in.” 



 

 

 

On how much he talks to the defense during the games:  

“Just continuing to encourage them. It depends obviously when we’re not doing as well as we want to do on 

offense you go to the goal and look at the tablets and try to figure out how to get this thing going. I try to 

make a conscious effort at times to go talk to certain guys, go talk to some of the leaders. Obviously go tell 

them thank you when they make turnovers. That’s just keeping the brotherhood tight and letting them know I 

appreciate them, and I’ve got their back and they’ve got mine. This is a great group to be a part of.”  

 

On what the offense leans on for confidence when they aren’t clicking: 

“The people that we have and the fact that we’ve done it. Obviously, there’s frustration but there’s no doubt 

or I would say concern about where we are we just got to continue to get better as I said it starts with the 

communication. Starts with all our guys being on the same page. All eleven being on the same page with 

coaches and what they are expecting and looking for. Executing our one job that creates the whole plan that 

makes it keep going.” 

 

Dallas Cowboys OLB Micah Parsons 
 

On his sacks and big time plays coming in big moments: 

“Yeah, first and second-down, I think those are times where you might get a mix of run and pass but, third 

and fourth-down is when you hunt. I think those are the money downs, an opportunity where they might hold 

the ball a little bit longer and you can get to that quarterback. You should look forward to third and fourth-

down.” 

 

On how it feels to have a sack in six-consecutive games: 

“It feels good to just get home and the coaches dialing up my number more. More belief that I’ll get home, 

things like that. I think it's just us going off feeding off each other. I think Tre (Dallas CB Trevon Diggs) is 

doing more. I’m not evening watching, but he’s got quarterbacks holding on to the ball now. So, it gives me 

an opportunity to get to the quarterback more. It’s just always complementing each other more than you 

know.” 

 

On how his pass rush opportunities today compared to his expectations coming into the game: 

“I think I still have the same amount of reps out there. I don't think they took anything back for me. I think 

they still want to keep me going, still keep me alive, but also at the same time still keep you fresh. We still 

got a lot of games left and I think the coaches are looking forward to the bigger picture more than just right 

now.” 

 

On if he felt like DE Randy Gregory’s interception set the tone for the defense: 

I think it set the tone early in the game, big play. I think he was able to get inside the quarterback's head a 

little bit. It's kind of confusing when you see so many elite guys down there, so I think that's kinda the 

advantage. They thought they could get out quick and Randy's length being back on that edge was able to tip 

it to himself and make a huge play for us. He did set the tone for the whole game.  

 

On if he expected Gregory to play so well in his first game back: 

I expect Randy to make those types of plays, I mean, that's why we were waiting for him to get back and I 

think he’s going to keep making those types of big plays. 

 

On if he feels like the defense is still building as a unit: 

“Yeah, the best is yet to come. This is our first game having us all back and I think we all should be excited. 

I mean, there were a lot of turnovers that we created out there. We did score on defense today. I think it’s just 

the beginning. I think we have a long journey ahead and I think the more you guys see us playing together, 

the more you guys will understand what I’m saying” 



 

 

 

On his play coming out of the Bye Week: 

“I decided within myself that I want to make the change. I’ve got to be better and they brought me here for a 

reason and I feel like I wasn't living up to my own personal expectations. I gotta keep going week in and 

week out. Actually, KZ (Dallas FS Damontae Kazee) comes up to me ever since we made changes like, ‘I’m 

always talking about anybody can do it one week, anybody can do two weeks.’ But, I say, ‘You gotta keep 

saying it just as a reminder.’ We’re going into about week seven now, so I gotta do it another week and that's 

next week.” 

 

PFWA Pool Reporter Nicki Jhabvala Interview with NFL Senior Vice President of Officiating Walt 

Anderson 

Dallas Cowboys at Washington Football Team 

Sunday, December 12, 2021  

 

Question: Can you explain the call of a fumble by Washington’s Kyle Allen late in the fourth quarter? 

 

Anderson: “The ruling on the field was a fumble recovered by Dallas. So, an automatic review for us. There 

were two aspects that we looked at. The first was we were looking to see if the quarterback had control of the 

ball with his hand coming forward. We could confirm that he lost control of the ball before the hand came 

forward. And then the second aspect is we wanted to make sure that his knees were not down before he 

ended up losing control. And we were able to confirm that the knees were still up, so the ruling on the field 

stood.” 

 

 

 


